The remnants still stand.

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank all the new members for joining "Try Jesus." Also welcome those in Missouri, Hawaii, New Jersey, Kansas, and South Carolina.

So, how is your 2024 year going? Are you keeping up with those first seven days of resolutions? Or have you procrastinated already? It's so much easier to trust God, follow Jesus, and be filled with the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

God desires to do great things for those who love him with all their heart and love their neighbors. That's your scheduled assignment for 2024. Not really complicated, is it? Let go, and let God, amen?

Let's pray, "Heavenly Father, we welcome your presence here this morning as many over the country gather to receive your living word. Thank you, for keeping us in your precious hand in 2023.

Thanking for watching over our loved ones, and protecting us from evil forces. Regardless of the new year, we thank you for being the same God that never changes. You are our calm in the midst of life's storms.

As we maneuver through 2024, we trust in your spiritual navigation to guide us through every obstacle. Open our understanding of your word this morning. Lord, you are our rock, you are the firm foundation.

Teach us today to build on you, and you alone. You are our strength and shield this morning. You give gifts to your people for the good of the church. You equip and train your people to carry out the good works.

You have prepared for us in advance. As we examine your word, we ask that you would provide wisdom, guidance and direction. Remind us that you are our loving ally, you are our fortress, you are our tower of safety.

You are still our rescuer. Everything we need is found in you. Thank you for being our all-in-all today, in this new year. It's in the victorious name of Jesus Christ, we pray, Amen.”

Have you ever visited an area that has long since changed since the last time you went there? Sometimes I like to look at those then and now pictures. Sometimes those "then and now" places look worse, sometimes they look better.

I enjoy asking friends how the neighborhood that I haven't visited in a long time is doing. Sometimes communities or landmarks go through drastic renovation changes.

I'm sure some of you put up with the holiday travel to visit places you haven't seen in a while. Did you immediately notice changes? How did you feel about those changes? Sometimes we get conditioned to think that somethings will always be in place.

But then we face the realization that things in life are never really guaranteed, right? Or are they? I used to think that this one amusement park I enjoyed going into my teen years would always be there.

But one day that all changed. The park started to face a drop in attendance and funds decreased. It also experienced maintenance and financial troubles. They also had to keep up with a competitive park elsewhere.

Soon after, the park closed down. Through all the economic storms and pressures against them, I thought there might be some who would come to their rescue. But no one did.

Now after many, many, years have passed by, there is only one sign of remnant about its existence. They placed a sign topped with a carousel item serving as a visible reminder where families visited.

I later found out that at one time there were seven amusement parks in the area. Now there is only one left standing. We all can grab hold of memories in the past and lock them away in our hearts.

Then and now places remind us of how things in life can be difficult to stand the test of time. You can see memories of many great sports venues that no longer exist. But there is someone greater than all things that fade in and out of our lives.

When we involve God all mighty, the eternal creator of all things into our lives, he reassures us that his Kingdom will never fade or decay from the worlds sinful, corrupt, system. His wisdom keeps his church maintained in a broken society.

When we look at things remaining in God's prophetic timetable, everything will still be under his control. Even as some hearts will grow cold during great persecution of the church in the end times.

The disciples came to Jesus and asked him three questions. "When shall these things be?" "What is the sign of your coming?" and "When is the end of the world coming?" "How often do you think of these three questions?"

Before Jesus gives them the answers for the hearts concerns, he warns them about not being deceived. That only happens by knowing the real from the phony (Matthew 24:4-5).

You can't tell the real Messiah from a fake one without having a real living relationship with the only Savior who sits on the right hand of the Father. Jesus told his disciples that in the last days many false Christ shall arise.

He then told them there would be wars and rumors of wars. These things have begun and continue today to escalate on a wider scale. Of course, the wide spread of different pestilence has showed up. And earthquakes are more prevalent. (Matthew 24:6-7).

Then Jesus told them this is only the beginning of sorrows. Imagine someone bringing you heartbreaking news about your family while they are vacationing in another country.

The reports you get are devastating, but then you are told that many are being executed and hated because they were not from that country. Your sorrow would turn into shock, anguish, distress, and hopelessness.

From here it gets even worse, because many neighbors you trusted in have now become your adversary. Hatred shall be coveted with the me, myself, and I attitude. There shall also arise many false prophets (Matthew 24:9-11).

And because lawlessness and sin shall abound, the love of many shall grow cold. Do we have lawlessness and mayhem in many of our large cities today? Has crime taken advantage of our watered-down law system?

Crime and chaos in our streets have a way of making hearts that are not rooted and grounded in God's love grow cold very quickly (Matthew 24:11-12). Communities begin to break down rapidly when corruption and decay of moral laws come in.

With false teaching and loose morals comes a particularly destructive disease, the loss of true love for God and others. Sin is a cancer that can spread rapidly and blinds many to common sense answers.

It can also affect the church, and which can cool some with their love for God. It is very easy to think only about self when evil runs rampart throughout your community. Of course, families want to protect loved ones in their towns run over by lawlessness.

But it can be overwhelming without the power of God to keep you sensitive to the needs of others as to turning against those in your neighborhood. But Jesus tells us that those who endure until the end shall be saved (Matthew 24:13).

This is why we truly need the gospel (Good news) to continue regardless of how run down our hopeless our nation looks right now. The gospel of Jesus Christ (the only source of redemption) can save broken dilapidated lives and communities (Matthew 24:14).

Then the end shall come. And during all this chaos God shall always have a remnant of those who will stand as pillars during this great time of persecution. He showed this in Joseph when his brothers tried to do him harm (Genesis 45:4-8).

Today's message is one of encouragement when the church (the body of Christ) starts to move away from the fire of God’s presence when the persecution and adversity is ramped up against them.

Israel always found themselves in a falling away from God’s commandments. Instead of running towards his right hand of protection, mercy, and love, they chose to rebel and run after idols from other nations (Ezra 9:7-15).

But throughout their history God would always raise up a remnant of those who believed in his word. Nehemiah was one such person that heard about a remnant of people being under great distress.

His approach should be modeled and followed by every church that is going through a falling away or lukewarm hearts being idol in its midst. Nehemiah immediately went to a place of solitude (his prayer closet) and wept before God.

This was not a flash in the paints idea of starting a quick revival program or having a muscle car event in the church parking lot. No, my friends, Nehemiah went into a place and wept, mourned, fasted, and prayed days before God (Nehemiah 4:1-11).

Many of you have read what took place in Sodom and Gomorrah. You see the heart of Abram concerned for his nephew Lot and the reverence he showed towards the Lord as he spoke to him (Genesis 18:20-33).

Again, you see the mercy of God being in full display when his judgment is poured out on those who persist in rejecting him. God will always punish sin.(Jeremiah 50:40; Ezekiel 16:46-63; Matthew 11:23-24; Jude 1:7).

Those few (remnants) would be spared by God because they were faithful (Isaiah 10:22; 11:11,16; Ezekiel 9:8-9; Joel 2:31-32). As this nation continues to slide into moral decay, the persecution against the church will increase.

Judgment and mercy go hand in hand. The prophet Joel spoke about God’s coming judgment. But in the coming chaos to this nation and other nations, repentance will bring God's great love and mercy (Joel 2:12-14).


God will bring his scattered people back to Judah and the Messiah will come to rule the world. Again, and being consistent in my encouragement to the body of Christ, as persecution becomes more severe, God will strengthen the body.

[Remember my friends, the Lord dried up the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk through it on their way to the Promised Land (Exodus 14). He dried up the Jordan River so the nation could cross into the land (Joshua 3).]

[God’s intention is not to destroy but to heal and to save. We must accept his offer of salvation, however, or we will certainly perish with the unrepentant. Every person who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13).]

Some see God as carrying some large sledgehammer eagerly waiting to pound us into grain like sand on the beach. Nothing is further from the truth. That is always the mindset of those who do not know God.

Please read (Micah 7:18) aloud to yourself or those in your group so everyone can hear what God is like towards us. God delights in loving kindness towards us. He throws our sins into the depths of the ocean, and he offers forgiveness.

The Apostle Paul understood what the prophet Isaiah prophesied about Israel having a remnant who would follow God's commandments. Paul saw this happening in every city where he preached (Isaiah 10:22-23; Romans 9:27-28).

Herein is the reason the gospel (good news) was sent to the Gentiles. (Romans 11:5-11,16). Again, further repeating myself, God will forever have a people who will follow his word.

When the persecution of the church (God's true born-again believers) becomes so severe that it could be forced underground like some in other countries already are, it will be the remnant (those on fire for God) that will lead them.

As we continue into this new year, pray for the prayer warriors in your church. Regardless of their position in the church, they will be the ones whom spiritual light will shine the brightest for those who's spiritual pilot light starts to flicker when great persecution comes.

When the darkness of abomination spreads more openly in our nation, the attacks on the light become grater in its severity. However, strong believers in Christ must continue to glorify God, and acknowledge his greatness and holiness. (Revelation 12:13-17).

All this persecution being done by the enemy of the cross. Satan hates any and everything that is associated with God. The world as a whole, which includes this nation, is spiritually blindfolded by him (2 Corinthians 4:3-7).

So, everything that God has created Satan hates. He uses people on earth to blaspheme and attack the body of Christ. Satan of course hates Jesus. Since we are God's greatest masterpiece, Satan hates us.

Satan still craves power he will never have. Some unbelievers in our nation today find Satan popular to use against church. Satan still uses people to attack loving speech and speak blasphemy against God.

Today, he continues to make war against the body of Christ. He uses all forms of power in this country to attack liberty and freedoms. He also uses false denominations, teachers, and doctrines to water down truth from the church (Revelation 12:13-17; 13:2-7,14).

But through the powerful light of the Holy Spirit and the remnant souls he fills, Satan’s work against the church shall ultimately be defeated and God again, shall be glorified among his people.

I always tell my unbelieving friends, if you want to know already who won, just start reading the Bible. From Genesis to Revelation God has consistently defeated the adversary (Satan).

God's grace towards us can also be a judgment against us when we choose the wrong direction that God is leading us in. Any negative remnant we produce is due to our own disobedience and failure to obey his laws. (Joshua 23:8-15).

The Holy Spirit filled church in 2024 can stay encouraged by the living words Jesus spoke. His words transcend time throughout history. Here are his words the body should allow to take deep root in our spirit.

18} "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19} Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20} Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." (Matthew 28:18-20 KJV).

"These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.' (John 16:33 KJV).

Standing on the word of God as our salvation, shield, strength, and strong tower, the true foundation, keeps us from growing cold-hearted when the enemy brings his persecution. (Ephesians 3:17-21; 6:10-18; Colossians 2:6-8; 1 Peter 2:2-9).

If you feel your church is starting to spiritually fizzle out, see if the pastor or leadership would touch and agree with you in prayer for a spark that can turn into a revived spiritual bonfire.

As long as a tiny spark remains from the leadership down, God can cause the fire to be rekindled and fanned into a roaring blaze. To many times the church runs into spiritual problems when it tries to emulate what the world is doing.

God is holy, and his church should always operate in a holiness lifestyle. God can take a person who is struggling in weakness with only a glimmer of faith and use it to restore blazing faith in that believer.


🗣📢 Last words: Here are some practical ways to keep the fire burning.

1) Always recognize God as Holy. Remember, God hates sin. It puts out the fire after a while. Confession reignites it.

2) Cry out to God when things seem dry in your church. God loves to pour out fire on willing participants. Always keep the alter in church ready to receive hearts that are just flickering.

I've visited churches that don't even offer prayer at the end of services. Sad. Burnout comes quickly to those who have no fire to offer through prayer.

3) Place the church in God's hands to do as he pleases. The Holy Spirit operates better when he is not quenched. Some churches never experience an outpouring because their man-made tradition and legalism smother what sparks they might have.

4) Keep focused on the vision God has given for the church to move in. Let the Holy Spirit weed out those tares that spring up the church. Sometimes those tares bring smoke that can affect the wheat in how it burns. (Like Moses saw).

5) Let God fight all your battles. We never wrestle against flesh and blood whom Jesus died for. We face an unseen enemy who is using people to snuff out the fire that has been set in the church. "Kick out the devil- Love the people!"

🎵 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered (Repeat 3x). Let God, let God, arise! 🎵

If you feel that only a spark of faith remains in you, ask God to use it to rekindle a roaring fire of full commitment to him. You'll be one of the remnants to stand as a living pillar shining the way for those in darkness.

Keep the fire burning church! (Acts 1:8; Luke 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 2 Timothy 1:6; Leviticus 6:8-13; Romans 8:31; 35-39; 2 Kings 6:15-17). God's power has not diminished through time.

"Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay. (Jeremiah 20:9 KJV).

The church can afford to lose some things but not their fiery passion for God! Bring glory to God from the persecution!


🛐 Here’s a prayer you can pray for the remnant to stand. "Heavenly Father, thank you for speaking to your church today. Your word continues to be unshakeable and unbreakable.

Lord, some of our churches are filled with sin, compromise and wickedness. Father, I pray that you’ll come and cleanse your church. Remove all that is not of you. Remove the man-made version of religion from the church.

Jesus, please purge the rampant sin from among your people. Reignite those smoldering like you did with Peter and the disciples in Acts chapter 4. I also pray that you’ll raise us a remnant that loves you with all their heart.

Use the remnant that is fully dedicated to you. This remnant will require leadership. Please awaken those burned-out pastors. Give us remnant shepherds that will govern your holy people.

Lord, anoint your pastors to help bind together the people in love. Father, it is your church. You and you alone will separate the wheat from the chaff. Touch your people and set them ablaze.

Father, cause your church to be that light and fire that sits on a hill. It's in your majestic name that I pray, amen."



❤ "If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."


📣 Help spread the word by sharing this web site and messages on your platform.


🙏 Please remember to pray for the people in Israel. They are God's people because of his covenant promises to them. (Genesis 12:1-3; Numbers 6:22-27; 24:8-9). ✝️


📲 Prayer Line- Text line- 1-412-616-3572
*Font 17 for phone pic the rest 12



🍞 🍷Remember to honor the Lord in communion. He gave his life so you could keep yours. (1 Corinthians 11:23-30).
