The stages of your relationship

Welcome to the marriage vault. This is where two hearts can be secured in the love of God. If you find your relationship has been robbed by separating forces, you can have it restored by God's unchanging love.

Have you and your spouse/dating interests ever been out of step with each other? Have you felt like the pilot flame in both your hearts have diminished a little? How do you both get the blaze roaring again? There are many marital counselors, and a ton of how to books on the market. What's my suggestion? Mine, is very simplistic, yet straight forward. It involves an invitation. That's right, just inviting the right and only person in your relationship. 

But before I elaborate on my straightforward answer, I just wanted to give some tidbits and practical solutions many couples have tried to be in lockstep with each other when they seem to fall off "The marital/relationship stage." It’s been said, "All the world's a stage, and all the men and women are merely players." It’s also been said, "it takes two to tango." If the world is a stage, then why do so many people keep falling off it? 

Why do so many couples keep getting into a relationship rut? Why does their love take one step forward, but then take two steps backwards? It seems they never seem to get over that communication hurdle in front of them. Again, there are many help tools that couples turn to when their relationship is stuck in neutral. I recently spoke to my daughter about video games she sometimes will play. When she was a minor, I tried to monitor some of the games she would play. 

There are some games that have warning labels. I recently saw the preview of a game called "It takes two." It’s a video game about Cody and May, a married couple that are planning on getting a divorce. After telling their daughter Rose the news, she takes her hand-made dolls, which look like her parents, into the family shed and tries to repair their relationship by play-acting. After her tears fall on the dolls, her parents become the dolls in a game. 

At first, Cody and May are more focused on trying to reach Rose, who they hope knows of a way to return them to their human bodies. Hakim the so-called marriage counselor continually interferes with their progress, often putting obstacles and tests in their way to force them to collaborate to progress. Cody and May are reminded of the positive memories they had together, as well as what originally drew them together to become a couple. 

They learned to work together and collaborate to move forward in their journey. In a final series of obstacles, Hakim encourages Cody and May to rediscover their passions and support each other. Please let me state, I have not researched the game enough to adequately give you a fair examination of the game. Always pray and seek wisdom from God before you bring anything into your home. There are, however, other games that couples can play to reignite their joy towards each other. Here are just a few.

@ Talk, Flirt or Dare Card Game. Our Moments Couples game. Intimacy Deck. Best for reigniting the spark of your relationship. Ring Toss. Bean Bag. Pick your poison. Bicycle for two. Boating for two. Reading together. Looking at photo albums together. Making a scrapbook together. Making sweet desserts together. Roasting marshmallows together. Flying one kite together. Potato sack races. Finding a secluded place without distraction to rekindle the steps in your relationship. 

Again, you should invite the Lord in everything you do as a couple. There is no stronger force on the face of this earth to remain in lockstep with both hearts bonded together than when you invite Jesus into it. By the way, that’s my straightforward answer. Invite Jesus into every vein of your relationship. No detail of your relationship should be hidden from him. 

Remember when Adam and Eve tried to hide from God? That was an impossible thing for them to do. The Bible says this in Amos 3:3, "Can two walk together, except they be agreed?" (KJVS). If you plan on wanting your relationship to "flame 🔥 on!" Then you only need to invite Jesus into the center of it. The Holy Spirit can rekindle the love and passion anew in your relationship. 

In reality, every married couple are sharing one heart together, not two hearts separate. Jesus is the second heartbeat in your relationship. When the vows of matrimony are entered into a relationship, they become binding. Why? Because God loves binding his love to his creation. God made a covenant and promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

[What is the difference between a covenant marriage and a contract marriage? Contracts are conditional: I will do this if you will do that. For example, the bank allows you to drive your car so long as you make the payments. Stop the payments, and the car goes back to the lender.]

[Some couples view marriage in the same way. If you keep your end of the bargain, then I’ll keep mine. This is a cheap view of marriage. A Covenant marriage is based on unconditional love. When two couples are introduced after a marriage ceremony, you never see one couple on a lower stage than their mate. God is the author of unconditional love. Romans 5 reminds us that God loved us and sacrificed for us even when we were sinful, undeserving, and ungrateful.]

Loving the unlovely is the hallmark of God. It is also the key to a successful marriage. So, when you got married, did you sign a contract or make a covenant? Many times, on the marriage vault page, I have given advice to couples to prepare a round table discussion room in their homes. This is a place where you both can bring your one heart into the room and invite Jesus into it. Also keep two Bibles, note paper, and pen or pencil. 

Keep the room in soft lit lighting and always begin every conversation you have with prayer. Don’t be like the foolish virgins who tried to see the bridegroom without oil (Holy Spirit presence) in their lamps. (Matthew 25:1-13). Always be prepared to invite Jesus into your R.D.R. (Roundtable Discussion Room). When you’re not in the room, always keep it locked if possible. Keep children out unless the Lord wants them in the discussion. Always remember to show kindness and respect to each other. 

Remember, you both are on the same stage together. Not like being at a concert where the performer is looking down at the audience. Your hearts are united together in love. Here are some powerful scriptures to always keep in your round table discussion room. (Ephesians 4:32; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 1 Peter 4:7-9; Colossians 3:17-19; Jeremiah 29:11; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; *Ephesians 5:20-28; 1 Corinthians 7:10-16).  When two married couples are on the same spiritual stage together, they always have straight ahead contact with each other. 

When you invite Jesus into your round table discussion room, remember to 1) Always seek the highest good of your mate 2) Always be quick to listen and slow to rebuttal. 3) Always approach your time together with sacrificed time for the one sitting across from you. 4) Always pray and ask the Lord for wisdom in the conflict being discussed. 5) Always view time as being productive and not self-centered. 6) Doing all things together with Jesus being the head of the relationship.

When you both are still and have reference for God, he will show up every time you invite him. He will never leave or forsake your relationship. Remember. Pray. Trust God. Face the battle. Let God lead. Give thanks.

Are you both ready to get to the stage in life where going for the bonding of your relationship is more important than being right all by yourself? Build your hopes on the foundation of God.

🎵 My marriage is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus' name

On Christ the solid rock we stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand 🎵

