The occasional act

It’s that time of year when many couples put their heart and mind into overdrive to search out that gift that will excite the heart and bring joy into their home. Rather than write an extensive list of favorite gifts that men and women love to receive, I'd rather focus on the one gift that each of you share equally.

During the holidays, it’s so easy to get caught up in the commercial side of Christmas. We focus on the outer person instead of the inner person. What do I mean? Well, let’s do a little checklist. Since your relationship and marriage started, can you name the gifts you've given to each other without writing them down, looking them up, or finding receipts?

Obviously, this doesn't apply to newlyweds. I emphasize this because we put our hearts through so much to give the greatest gift when the greatest gift you can give each other is exactly the same gift. Sometimes individuals rack their brains trying to figure out that one day gift(s) to give to their mates.

Imagine how easier it might be if this same spirit of giving would be done all year long? What do you do when you discover that your spouse wasn't completely happy about the Christmas gift you gave him/her? Did you put a lot of thought into? People will sometimes say, "it’s the thought that counts." But how much thought did you put into it?

How much do you love your wife/husband? Acts of service should go beyond the holiday season. Sometimes marital sadness takes place during the holidays because the standard has been set high by the commercial aspect of Christmas. All the advertisements being blasted into your living rooms daily of the right Christmas gift your spouse needs are bringing more materialistic reasoning into the relationship than a sacrificial giving into it. 

Need more explanation? Let's look at how God approaches giving between husbands and wives in the Bible. In the book of Ephesians, Paul emphasized the sacrificial, purposeful Christlike love that should characterize every husband’s relationship with his wife (Ephesians 5:25-28). The Greek word for “love” is related to agape. How does love for your wife compare to Christ’s love for the church? To find the answer to that question, we must examine how Jesus loves his church, the body of Christ. 

Jesus came to give the ultimate sacrifice. He gave his life on the cross because he loved his creation and wanted people to have a oneness bonding relationship (John 10:14,15; 1 John 3:16). Husbands are to love their wives with God’s kind of love. This kind of love is selfless, sacrificial, and unconditional (John 3:16,17). The standard set for every husband is a high bar to practice. 

Jesus set it this high because women are precious in the eyes of God. They were given to men as equals in creation. They are never to be mistreated, abused, or mishandled in any way. They are the perfect December 25th gift a husband could have. This is what means for the husbands in verse 27-29. Husbands please read (1 Peter 3:7). This is important to grasp and keep locked away in your heart for your wife.

[Even though men and women are created equal, some women are still vulnerable to criminal attack, physical assault, and family abuse. Jesus gave you this gentle gift to protect, respect, help, and stay with her. Be sensitive to her needs, and relate to her with courtesy, consideration, insight, and tact.]

I've always shared with people at church, that the marriage relationship is the visible living example of how Jesus loves his church (Ephesians 5:31-33). The world should look at a Christian marriage and see a distinctive difference in the way that husbands and wives relate to one another.

Remember beloved couples, Paul reminded Christians to walk in sacrificial love. The best marital couples can do one for another is emulate their love from Jesus on each other. Whether single or married, male or female. We must grow in Christlikeness toward each other.

So, when you are headed out the door or ordering that loving Christmas gift for your spouse, consider the sacrifice behind the gift. Is this a gift that will involve your love on a daily basis? The choice to love your spouse goes way beyond Christmas, Valentines, birthdays, and anniversaries. Begin to broaden your love ideas beyond the two expected holidays when your spouse is it expecting it. Start to offer sacrifices of love on days they are not looking for. Ask God to give you creative ideas that will cause your spouse’s heart to explode with love, joy, appreciation, and admiration.

It's easy for many couples to ask their friends what they bought their spouses for Christmas. I encourage you not to follow the everyday crowd. Just because it was a good gift advice from your neighbor, doesn't mean it’s going to go over well for your spouse. Be creative! Seek God! After all, Jesus is in a special oneness relationship with just the two of you.

🗣Last words: Finally, what is a husband and wives’ responsibility? To love one another. How? Love without being self-absorbed, love without limitation, love without stipulations. Love each other as Jesus loved the church until death (John 13:1). Here's the Christmas present list for both of you. Jot it down and memorize it and my friends. Lord willing, you can Implement it into the following year. Amazingly simple Christmas love notes to you and her.

1) Love each other unconditionally,

2) seek each other daily with your hearts.

3) Seek the highest good for each other.

4) Be the best for each other.

5) Sacrifice for each other daily. Stay away from the "me, myself, and I attitude. Real men and women love Jesus!

6) Seek out how to be a benefit and blessing to one another.

7) Give yourself to each other as one beating heart.

8) When you have finished putting all this into practice, go back to the beginning and do it again, again, and again.

9) Love each other more, and more, and more!

10) Most importantly, keep Jesus in the center of it! Remember, Jesus is the real reason for the season! It’s all about his birth!

Be free from the same old way of giving.

GIVE YOURSELF THIS CHRISTMAS!


Merry Christmas everyone!


📕 Where it all started: (Genesis 2:24; and continued Matthew 19:4-6).
