Meeting at the roundtable

Can you remember the first place you met your future wife or husband? How did the day go? Was it a success? Did you think it was successful equally? Did you leave thinking it was a total failure? Did you pre-plan what you might say before that special meeting? There are many first-time meetings that don't go as planned. The question you must ask yourself is "should I quit or is my heart telling me to try again?" 

In the business world, there are multiple meetings where corporate leadership meetings take place to iron out their differences. You would never know the behind the scenes back and forth, squabbles that take place. The meeting of the minds, and everyone laying their cards on the table. With the right leadership, it seems to always get to the finish line. The final product is beautiful and complete. The marriage relationship can be handled the same way. 

Many times, in the early stages of the love language, there always seems to be checks and balances in alignment with both hearts. The communication flows like a perfect symphony. But after the blissful honeymoon of language is over, many couples begin to take each other for granted. Those special meetings begin to fade away and lose their importance. Why? It’s easy sometimes to let outside interference get in the way of your most important quiet times together. 

For those of you who have children, you know exactly what I'm speaking about. Children have an uncanny way of interrupting those scheduled important meetings. Work and important calendar events can squeeze out those special meetings. When it came to special meetings and communication, nobody did it better than Jesus. When he established his relationship with his disciples, it was always planned with perfect timing. 

In each case, Jesus initiated the conversations. He connected with the disciples’ thoughts and feelings. He understood that new ideas needed to be connected with existing frames of reference if they were to last. When Jesus met his future disciples, he told them to follow him (John 1:35-42; Matthew 4:18–22; Mark 3:16-20; Luke 5:1–11).  This took place on the Sea of Galilee. Throughout his relationship with them, Jesus gave them real teaching. 

Jesus connected them to God and to each other. Jesus equipped them and released them to do ministry. Jesus shared truth that was new to them. Jesus modeled discipleship to them as they were all together. Jesus continually spent time in   prayer (Matthew 14:23; Mark 1:35; Luke 22:39-41). He also spent quite time alone with his disciples (Matthew 26:36-46). 

Even in his last hours with his beloved friends, he ate with them, instituted the new covenant in his blood, gave them last-minute instructions and encouragement, and prayed His “high priestly prayer” over them. There were 3 occasions when the 12 disciples had an argument in the gospels. On all 3 occasions, the issue was the same, “Who is the greatest?” Jesus was there to bring peace and focus again (Luke 22:24-30). 

The marriage relationship comes with the same competitive competitors, being rivals, and trying to talk over one another. Many husbands and wives just want to be heard. I've heard the cries "he/she doesn't listen to me." Like the disciples, it’s quite easy for us to think about self during conversations. Ultimately it ends up being empty gibberish. When you bring Jesus into the mix, you'll notice a change in your tone towards touchy subjects. 

Usually, it involves financial situations. But the Lord brings impeccable credentials into your relationship. He is anxious to be consulted, and he offers his insights free of charge. Sadly, he is not always consulted, nor is his advice always sought out. There are many marriage counselors and other marital outside businesses that will take on your contentious squabbles but may charge you a fee. 

Many men have stumbled in their marriages concerning important family issues. Some are too self-confident and do not wish to consult the Lord, while others do not know how to consult him. They trust their own instincts and expertise rather than the Lord and then make decisions that lead to problems. They do not realize that the Lord knows what is best for their marriage and is eager to work in both their lives. Here's my spiritual diagnosis for every couple (married or single). It’s called the R.M.D.R. The "Roundtable Martial Discussion Room." 

A) First, Jesus is always the guest of honor in every meeting. Open every meeting in prayer inviting his presence into the room. Jesus loves invitations. When you do, please understand he has preeminence over all affairs and topics discussed. Keep your Bibles in the room at all times. You will need to use them as a reference. 

B) second, have a place in your home that is off limits to everyone else. (This includes kids, pets, relatives, and neighbors.) Place in your room a round smooth table with very comfortable chairs. Keep a total of 3 chairs in the room. Why 3? When you have guest over your home, isn’t it polite to offer them a chair to sit on? Would you want Jesus standing at your most crucial topics? 

C) Have the best lighting for both of you. Jesus has his perfect light too. Keep all things that would bring distractions out. Especially darkness. Jesus never carries darkness. Jesus will help you keep those dark discussions from invading the illuminating topics.

D) Bring pencil and paper if needed. Yes, do it the old fashion way. Bringing cell phones or tablets in can cause surprise interruptions. Never place a TV or radio in the room. Be brutally honest with everything you lay on the table. Remember, Jesus is in the room with you. Hiding things from him doesn't work. 

E)  Lastly, close everything in prayer and Thanksgiving. Embrace each other over the meeting. Continue to ask Jesus to be in the center of your relationship and meetings. If capable, lock the R.M.D.R. There is nothing more comforting than knowing that we can bring our decisions to the Lord in this way, knowing that he is in charge and is leading your relationships through his Holy Spirit. Jesus wants your marriage to not only be productive naturally but to be productive spiritually.

Time to build that roundtable!

