They’re just words, right?

Good morning, to the church of his people. May all the body of Christ rejoice at his appearing that is soon to come. "Father, we thank you for your word today. Help the church body to walk in a manner worthy of the calling You have given us. Help us in all our interactions with one another to have humble and gentle hearts. Grant us patience for one another, bearing with one another in love, in Jesus name, amen. 

We've all heard the phrase "sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me." A couple weeks ago I spoke about how important our bones are and how God uses them. How important are our words? Can words actually hurt? I think we all know that the answer is a resounding, "yes they can." Sometimes people will say they don't allow words to affect them, but it depends on the severity of those words. 

There are many dialogs we can engage in that involve words that may seem hurtful. How many words do you think are in the English language? How many of these words are in your vocabulary? In doing a little research, I found in the Second Edition of the 20-volume Oxford English Dictionary contains full entries for 171,476 words in current use (and 47,156 obsolete words. There are also “Slang and Jargon" words we may use in our language. 

It’s impossible to determine how many words there are in the English language from the dictionary alone. It takes a while for dictionary publishers like Oxford University and Merriam-Webster to include new words in their dictionaries. Conversely, in the Bible, there are 783,137 words (KJV). Each word comes from a Holy being. Why should we focus on words? Because words have power. 

Words can destroy everything in its path. Words can be used to tear down, and they can be used to build up. There are good words and there are bad words. Some people instinctively think curse words are the most damaging words we can use. In society, we try our best to keep these words from the ears of our children. But if we look and listen more closely, we can find that even good words can have a negative impact. "How? you may wonder."


Sometimes are words may seem to have good intentions, but still end up damaging lives. Behind all words is a motive. Our words also have an origin from which they come. In the Bible we have the word of God. In the world we have the word of Satan. These two words constantly clash on the earth. Jesus came and defeated the worldliness of Satan. There are two perspectives that dominate our country today. 1) The Judeo-Christian view and 2) The leftist/ Marxist approach. 

Those with liberal worldly principles that seek to eradicate those who dare to disagree. The first approach is the reason America has prospered and been a good and decent society compared to other societies. There are many political movements that are anti-God and anti-Jesus in our nation today. One well known sports columnist put it this way in his thoughts on the political wave evading the sports culture, "I’ve seen many of these guys, they claim they’re in Christianity and their religious beliefs. 

Do they understand Communism, Marxism, is anti-religious? This is a historic failure of men and leadership." Many of these groups (activists) have attacked the Bible and have been intolerant to those who would want to have peaceful dialog with them. Rather than hear them, they would rather muzzle and suppress the words of true followers of Jesus. There are many isms in our culture that are dangerous for the church and this nation. 

Some people would ask me, "pastor Todd, are you not aware of certain injustices in our society today?" My response is the same way Jesus approached all injustices. We should strive to be peaceful in all our conversations. One of the best examples Jesus taught his disciples is found  (Luke 9:53-56) [After Assyria invaded Israel, the northern kingdom, and resettled it with its own people (2 Kings 17:24-41), the mixed race that developed became known as the Samaritans. 

“Purebred” Jews hated these “half-breeds,” and the Samaritans, in turn, hated the Jews. So many tensions arose between the two people groups that Jewish travelers between Galilee and southern Judea would often walk around rather than through Samaritan territory, even though this would lengthen their trip considerably. Jesus held no such prejudices, and he sent messengers ahead to get things ready in a Samaritan village. But the village refused to welcome these Jewish travelers who were headed for Jerusalem. 

When the Samaritan village did not welcome Jesus and his disciples, James and John did not want to stop at shaking the dust from their feet (9:5). They wanted to retaliate by calling down fire from heaven on the people, as Elijah had done on the servants of a wicked king of Israel (2 Kings 1).] What was the response of Jesus? Does Jesus see color of one's skin or did Jesus look past the race and see the need of these individuals? Jesus turned to his disciples and rebuked them for thinking the way they did (Luke 9:55,56). 

The disciples were not thinking nor speaking words from the Spirit but from the flesh. "For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure." (John 3:34) [ They did not know that in yielding to what they thought a righteous anger, they were really yielding themselves to the evil mind, or the personal Evil Spirit which was at enmity with God. The Spirit which had claimed them for its own was one that led Him to save and not to destroy.] 

Jesus came to save men’s lives, not destroy them. Even when there may be true injustices done against us, we are not to render evil for evil. (I Thessalonians 5:15) God handles all injustices in his timing. (Romans 12:19) So, should we commit crimes, burn things down, loot and destroy property, steal, and rob individuals? Let law breakers out of prison, according to the word of God, the answer would be "no." Here are just a few of the "isms" that have caused people to render one evil for their own evil, which never brings peace, but only brings a wider division among people:

"Audism, Ethnocentrism, Heterosexism, Cis-sexism, Shadism, Sizeism, Marxism, Socialism, Ageism, Tokenism, Racism, Genderism. There are other "isms" that are used as weapons to bring pain to those who do not agree with their methodology. Growing up, my mom would always say "two wrongs don't make a right." Again, can there be problems in the "isms" in our nation, perhaps. 

The problem comes from how to address it when it is truly there. In some cases, many are being accused of an "ism" that just is not true. Many people are being made to fill guilty when their own words were falsely condemned. Notice, Jesus never said the Samaritans were right for not letting them come through the land. (Luke 9:52,53) His response was one of love and peace. Sometimes our words can reveal who we are, (Luke 6:45). 

One word that is used in our nation to muzzle individuals is the word "racist." It is a word that is used the same as putting a bullet in the chamber to fire at those who may not even have that emotion in them. It’s also widely evident that some groups can say things that may be considered racist and nothing is said of it. This tells me there are groups and camps that will overlook it for political reasons. All this Jesus came to address among his creation. 

Jesus addressed this when confronting the Pharisees and Sadducees. Notice (John 8:42-48) the discussion and dialog.  [The religious leaders were unable to understand because they refused to listen. Satan used their stubbornness, pride, and prejudices to keep them from believing in Jesus. They may not have been conscious of the control the devil had over them. They were his tools in carrying out his plans; they spoke his language of lies. 

Satan still uses people to obstruct God’s work (Genesis 4:8; Romans 5:12; 1 John 3:12).] They couldn't understand Jesus, neither hear his words. Have you ever worn headphones or ear plugs when someone is trying to speak to you? Your words seem like they are not reaching them. In the spiritual realm, Satan has placed his fingers in the ears of those who will not listen to truth. Jesus addressed this in the book of John, chapter 17. Many refer to it as the "Lord’s prayer." 

In it, Jesus uses the "word" six times (John 17:1,6,8,14,17,20). Jesus prayed that he gave his words to those and they received them. To except Jesus, you must except his words also.  ["True believers on their part received them." Others had been taught and did not receive. The teaching was the same; the varying effect was in the heart of the hearer. (John 1:12)] 

I recently received an email from a dear friend of mine discussing the decline of spiritual insight the church has suffered in not recognizing the "isms" in our nation. I shared with her how Satan is using the government and media giants, along with social media to police and attack free speech, Christianity, and all things pertaining to the Bible. It is a powerful presence from the enemy to suppress and render the church and Christians spiritually inept. 

This attack began in a subtle way but is now fully open to express their hatred toward all things pertaining to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Whenever you remove God out of anything, there is a void that the enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy. The enemy infiltrates, then populates, legislates, decimates, and finally eliminates. This spirit is not of any nation, although there is a powerful spirit coming from Islam. 

When the church follows man’s laws over God's laws, judgement and spiritual calamity come swiftly. Many in the church are blinded with false guilt around the "isms" afflicting our nation today. Sometime ago I had one pastor and his wife try to apologize to me and my daughter for their role in words of racism. I don't think he understood the reversal of what the enemy was trying to inflict on him and the people in his church. 

The Bible speaks to any self-condemnation on our part (I John 3:20, 21). Things that have happened in our society from 1619 until now concerning slavery and other events. I'm sure many will bring corrections concerning dates and other factors, but truth is found in the word of God. The devil is behind most "isms" in America today. They are dark binding devils that seek to divide and feed pride. Nothing ever profits the flesh. 

Jesus crossed all barriers of every "ism" he faced and crushed the source of it. We need the wisdom of God and the Holy Spirit to recognize truth from error (I John 4:1-3). Let's look at how the word of God exposes the deceptive words of devil. The Bible says, "in the beginning was the word." (John 1:1,2) It continues in verse 14 and says this; "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." 

Who is this word? Are his words different than all the words accumulated in the world? There is one powerful difference. The word of God in the Greek, the "logos" a word, uttered by a living voice. His words are living. (Hebrews 4:12) The words of Jesus are life giving words. The words of Satan bring death and separation from a Holy God whose words give life and life more abundantly. Jesus said Satan was a liar from the beginning. 

Remember, words can be clever and disguised as being for the good of all, but in reality, they destroy relationships. This is what happen with Adam and Eve. God had given instruction to them both concerning the tree of good and evil. (Genesis 2:7-18) God's words are always good. God never lies or deceives with his words to hurt us. Satan showed up to give his own words and twist the words God had said to fit his own agenda. Has this ever happened to you? 

Have you ever been tricked by the cunning words of someone? [The serpent, Satan, tempted Eve by getting her to doubt God’s word and then his goodness. He implied that God was strict, stingy, and selfish for not wanting Eve to share his knowledge of good and evil. Satan made Eve forget all that God had given her and, instead, focus on what God had forbidden. Satan used a sincere motive to tempt Eve, telling her that she would be like God if she ate the fruit.] 

How do you know if your words are deceptive? The Bible tells us to test everything in line with scripture. The Bible also tells us to examine ourselves. We can examine our words daily. We are to let the word of Christ dwell in us. (Colossians 3:16,17) The words of Christ go with you wherever you go. As a Christian, you represent Christ at all times. Whatever you say reflects to others who you belong too.


Not believing in the words of Jesus brings judgment. (John 12:47-50) Here's what Jesus said about his words; Matthew 24:35-38; Luke 1:29; 9:26; John 5:46,47; John 8:31;  *John 14:21-24; John 15:7-10. The Bible tells us that we shall give an account of every word we speak. (Matthew 12:36) Jesus spoke that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word (783,137 KJV) that comes from the mouth of God. [What if everything we have ever said were to be played back for all to hear? 

Jesus reminds us that what we say reveals what is in our hearts. What kinds of words come from your mouth? They reveal what is in your heart. You cannot solve your heart problem, however, just by cleaning up your speech.] Again, as I wrote earlier, God's words are living and have power. Satan’s words are filled with death and have no power, except what you give him. Earthly words are controlled by Satan, Holy words are in God's power. 

Paul preached words in the power of God through the Holy Spirit, not in the wisdom (persuasive words) of man *(I Corinthians 2:1-5) I remember the wife who once said, “My husband tells me that he loves me, but to me, words are cheap. ‘I love you. I love you.’ I’m sick of words. She was hurt and tired of his empty words. Have you ever been hurt by words that felt more like a knife in your back rather than words that filled your heart with abundance of joy? 

Can loose lips really sink ships? The Bible tells us death and life are in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21). Words can either breathe love into your relationships or bring death and separation in relationships. Have you ever told someone you will never speak to them? What caused this great separation? Many times, in speaking with married couples going through marital problems, they're conversation will also lead to some word or words that hurt them. 

Some carry these hurtful words for years. How do you release these words from your heart? Simply forgive the one who hurt you with them release them to God. "Sounds easy doesn’t it?" I realize hurts can be deep and need time to completely let go. But God can completely remove the pain of hurtful words directed your way. It’s like having a snake bite filled with venom. You must make that incision and then the poison must be sucked out. 

In our country today people have been walking on eggshells concerning their vocabulary. Many nationality groups have been put on alert by the word police. They insist that there are trigger words and dog whistle words that deem you are against a particular group of people. Many have lost their jobs and careers over words that were deemed callous and hurtful. Sometimes words can be misconstrued or misunderstood. 

By the time the explanation is giving, those in power have already found them guilty (Social media etc.). Jesus did tell us that "He who is without sin let them cast the first stone." (John 8:7) I am thankful the church of Jesus Christ and his words are not managed the way society treats those who have a slip of the tongue. Yes, the Bible tells us how to conduct church discipline when Christians use hurtful words. 

The difference is, the true church of Jesus always seeks reconciliation, forgiveness, and healing, followed by unity. In this nation, you are ostracized, ridiculed, abandoned, given a label, beat down and destroyed. I'm stunned at times in the double standard and reverse evil of those that say they want change but are doing the very same things they say they want to change. Their very own words of hate condemn the words they say they hate. 

I've heard the word "white" used in bad language, bad taste, bad jokes, bad discussions, etc. It's as though there is a free license given out to use a language that is deemed ok. Jesus spoke to the Pharisees and Sadducees about their conduct concerning sin and how they see saw it from their perspective. (John 9:39-41) [The Pharisees were shocked that Jesus accused them of being spiritually blind. Jesus was saying that only blindness (stubbornness and stupidity) could excuse their behavior. 

To those who remained open to Jesus and recognized how sin had blinded them from knowing the truth, he gave spiritual understanding and insight. But he rejected those who refused to turn from their arrogant, self-satisfied, and judgmental attitudes.] This is where many in our nation have perched themselves regarding others and the words they use. Again, many may say to me "Pastor Todd don't you see all the injustice in this nation"? 

My answer is, when and if I see it, I approach it in a whole different manner. I don't render evil for evil, or call them names, or label them, and try to destroy their life. I simply reach out to them with the witness of how Jesus transformed my heart and life, and he can do the same for them. So, is Jesus color blind? How do we see each other? How do we respond to those who are different than us? How many of you have done laundry and had to turn some of your clothes inside out? 

Have you ever worn a piece of clothing outside, unaware that the tag was showing outward? How did you feel when someone pointed it out to you? Prior to leaving your home, you felt comfortable with your appearance. You groomed yourself in every way before dealing with the business of the day. Many times, in life, we think we see all the imperfections in others, but never look within ourselves to see we are the ones perpetrating the very thing we think is wrong. 

Society today has surrendered itself to the onslaught of cultural hate that comes from those who think they see injustice on every corner of life. There are many forces at work promoting an evil that destroys every kind of unity that people would want to embrace. Social media is one foundation that brings devastation to all who enter it. If were possible to turn these bodies inside out and walk around each day, we would all look the same. Our eyes would see everyone the same. 

This is how people are in heaven. All different people of every color, creed, and nation (Revelation 5:8-14; 7:9-12) America must turn back to God to be cleansed of all her filthy words that destroy relationships. If not, her same words will leave her desolate and barren. The back-and-forth words of hate remind me of my basketball playing days. There were times when players on the same team would bicker back and forth and even call each other names. 

I would at times try to play peacemaker. When peace would not prevail, I would simply leave and go somewhere else to play. Some players on the same team would even resort to fighting. None of these people are receiving a paycheck from the NBA. "Sad isn't it?" Like a frustrated coach watching his team bicker on the court and calling for a time-out. He saw the danger of divisions and arguments. 

They may have been playing in the same “uniform,” but they were doing as much as the opposition to bring about their own defeat. Is this where America is in 2021? [Harmony is beautiful in families, in friendships, at work, at church. Harmony, however, does not require everyone to hold the same opinions about everything. There is a difference between having opposing viewpoints and being divisive. 

A group of people will not agree on every issue, but they can work together harmoniously if they agree on what truly matters, Jesus Christ as Lord of all. Focus on Jesus and the purpose he has for you. Speak and act in a way that will reduce arguments and increase harmony. Petty differences should never divide us] Christians should remain bonded together. In the essentials, unity, in the non-essentials, liberty, but in all things love. 

We can disagree and still love one another as Jesus directed us. "They will know you are my disciples indeed, because you have love one for another." (John 13:35) Our foundation is Jesus Christ; he is our base, our reason for being. Everything we are and do must rest on the foundation of his life and his Word. How much do his words matter to you? Today, let him show you his words are more than "just words."

"Heavenly Father, you have caused all holy scripture to be written for our learning. Help us to hear them, read, learn, and inwardly digest them. May your living word transform our thoughts and season our words with salt. May your words cause us to love others as you love us, in Jesus name, Amen."


📕 Scriptures to read: Psalm 119:160-162; Psalm 119:105; Psalm 19:7-10; Psalm 119:11-172; Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8;
