The Complete ensemble part 2

needed to stand against the enemy. Today, in 2021, God has given us a sword. This is not just any sword, and not everyone can claim this sword. This sword is given to those who belong to the family of God. Some will say, "I go to church," others will say "I was baptized as a baby," still others will say "I've never murdered anyone." The qualifications for taking up this sword is found in the words of Jesus when he told Nicodemus, "You must be born again." (John 3:3) 

This is a spiritual birth that qualifies you to gain access to this spiritual sword which God tells us to put on to defeat the enemy (Satan) (Ephesians 6:10-18). The first time we see the sword show up in the bible is in (Genesis 3:22-24). This sword was more powerful than anything created. Why, because it came from God. Many churches, and Christians try to live in this world without the whole armor of God. Imagine, trying to play 60 minutes of football in the NFL without a helmet. 

You would not last very long on the playing field. It would only take so many hits and you would be hurt badly. The same applies to churches and Christians who don't always keep this with them (in their heart). (Psalm 119:11) When Paul told us to put on the whole armor of God, the whole refers to every piece needed to win the battle. Some Christians may wear only certain pieces of the armor. 

The armor is needed to protect you from the onslaught of attacks Satan will throw at you. (all that is for defense). However, if you do not have the sword, your armor eventually will be penetrated, and you will be hurt or killed. A tank without shells to fire at the enemy is useless. (Read what happen to this individual in (Acts 19:13-16). This sword is given a name. Many Christians don't pick up this name for days at a time. Many use this name incorrectly. 

Jesus’s own disciples, in the beginning, did not know how to use this name. Ephesians 6:17, refers to this sword as the word of God. Again, many individuals won't take up this sword because it means they would have to take up his cross with it. The two are not separated. Many churches suffer needlessly because the gifts of the Spirit are not implemented in their congregation. They run their whole ministry on the flesh and works (worldliness). 

This was the problem with the Pharisees and Sadducees. They wanted the law (works), but not the Spirit (Jesus Christ). Jesus has a sword (Matthew 10:34). His word is the most powerful sword there is. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but his words remain forever (Matthew 24:35). [Jesus did not come to bring the kind of peace that glosses over deep differences just for the sake of superficial harmony.] No earthly sword can separate us from Jesus. (Romans 8:35 KJVS)


His word is most powerful against any adversary (Hebrews 4:12). [It has living, life-changing, and dynamic power that works in us. With the incisiveness of a surgeon’s knife, God’s Word reveals who we are and what we are not. It penetrates to the core of our moral and spiritual lives. It discerns both the good and the evil within us. God’s powerful Word will change us. We must not only listen to it; we must also let it transform our lives.] 

Many say, "I'm in the church." Others may say "I read the bible when I can." My retort would be, "is the church in you?" "Is the word (the bible) in you?" You see, God's word is a living word. Which means, his word wants to live in a living life. The Bible says, God is the God of the living, not the dead (Luke 20:38). Remember what the angels told the women who went to bring spices for the body of Jesus? (Luke 24:1-8) Some people today seem to be looking for God among the dead. 

They have a lifeless faith and go to dead churches. They study the Bible as a chore and go to church as if going to a memorial service. That may seem harsh to some or mean spirited but there are many who have a form of godliness but deny God's power. When something has no power, it is lifeless. Can a church actually be dead? Jesus said the Pharisees and Sadducees teaching (religion) was like whitewashed tombs. 

They looked pious and beautiful outwardly, but inwardly they were full of stench and dead bones (Matthew 23:27,28). Any church that does not have the sword of Jesus in it is dead. The word sword is found 8 times in the book of Revelation. [The “sharp sword” symbolizes the completeness of judgment that will be executed by the Messiah when he returns to punish all evildoers (Revelation 1:16). 

His words of judgment are as sharp as swords, ready to cut through your defenses and pretenses with his truth. His judgment is designed to purify and remake; destruction is often a necessary part of that process. (Ezekiel 21:3-5)] Also read (Revelation19:15,16) 

[Just as the Romans used their swords for authority and judgment, Jesus’ sharp two-edged sword represents God’s ultimate authority and judgment (see Hebrews 4:12). It may also represent God’s future separation of believers from unbelievers. Unbelievers will forfeit the eternal rewards of living in God’s Kingdom.] Read the word concerning the judgment that comes with this sword.

📕 Psalm 149:6-9 KJVS
Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two edged sword in their hand; [7] To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people; [8] To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; [9] To execute upon them the judgment written: this honor have all his saints. Praise ye the Lord.

God often uses simple, ordinary objects to accomplish his tasks in the world. It is important only that they be dedicated to him for his use. What do you have that God can use? Anything and everything you possess is a possible instrument for him.

See if you can match the name to the items below and how were the items used. Send me your answers.

Object: A staff-
Object: Horns-
Object: A fleece-
Object: Horns, jars, and torches-
Object: Jawbone-
Object: Smooth stone-
Object: Olive oil-
Object: A river-
Object: Linen loincloth-
Object: Clay jar-
Object: Iron griddle, water, and food-
Object: Five loaves and two fish-
Object: Napkin-

✔ [God’s wrath exists alongside his mercy. In each generation, there must be balanced preaching and teaching about God’s grace and his anger against sin. In our study and teaching of God's word we should not emphasize God’s mercy to the exclusion of his wrath.]

So, in order for the church and us (Christians) to travel on the narrow road to eternity, we must have Jesus as our foundation, the stone (Isaiah 28:16), have the armor of God continually, (Ephesians 6:10-18) and have his sword with us always (Ephesians 6:17).

"Father I thank you for giving me this message today, may your word bring enlightenment to every soul that sees it. May it revitalize and awaken those who have found themselves without your foundation and armor. May your church awaken with a fresh new spiritual ensemble to be that beacon of light that our nation needs. I ask all these things in the precious name of Jesus Christ, our rock, our sword, the Lord of host, amen."

If you want to know the real living word of God in your life, please read "How to know Jesus" on the drop-down page.

📕 Other Scriptures to read:  Psalm 66:18; Psalm 149:6; John 18:10; Romans 8:35; Luke 2:35




