The Shaking

Good Morning. What a wonderful day it is to be a believer in Christ Jesus. Although things around us may be in chaos, the Bible tells us "this is the day the Lord has made, let us be glad and rejoice in it." So how do we be glad in all the bad things happening in our neighborhoods and in our country? How do we rejoice when calamity is all around us? 

Let us pray, "Father we thank you for the joy you give us inside that is a buffer from the turmoil outside. We ask you to fill us with your peace and cause our feet to stand on your solid ground, in Jesus name, amen." 

Last week I wrote about how our lives may seem dry and brittle, like bones too weak to stand. When our lives seem frail and fragile by all that has happened in 2020, it can be easy to fall under the weight of adversity. With all the negative news we hear today, we just want to shut ourselves from the outside world. Today with the Holy Spirit’s help I would like to focus on how we can be prepared when the ground beneath our feet starts to shake. 

How many of you remember when man attempted and succeeded in traveling to the moon? There is only a hand full of individuals who have been given this awesome opportunity. We listen to and read their biographies on how they accomplished this project. How does an astronaut prepare for a space expedition? Nasa has engineered the entire process from beginning to end. 

Astronaut training describes the complex process of preparing astronauts in regions around the world for their space missions before, during and after the flight, which includes medical tests, physical training, extra-vehicular activity (EVA) training, procedure training, rehabilitation process, as well as training on experiments they will accomplish during their stay in space. Astronauts also prepare by making repeated flights in a specially modified (altered) training plane nicknamed the “vomit comet.” 

The plane follows a flight path known as a parabolic loop. As they fly on the downward part of the path, anyone inside feels weightless. They also train in a large tank filled with water (Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory). For every hour one of spacewalking, they spend seven hours training in water. I've always wondered how astronauts feel right before and during takeoff. Many of us only get a small glimpse of what g-forces might feel like when we get on a wild ride at an amusement park. 

When astronauts take off it takes eight and a half minutes to make it into orbit. They get up to three g's for about two and a half minutes at the end and they feel like they weigh three times their body weight. It's like you have a pile of bricks on your chest. So, with all this happening in a fast but short time, how do they remain focused? It goes back to all the rigorous training. 

One astronaut described the sound before takeoff, "those rocket boosters are producing 6.6 million pounds of thrust at the moment of liftoff, going to peak power in about 0.2 seconds. Then you’re going. There’s no shutting those solid rockets down. You’re going somewhere, in a hurry." There’s a lot of shaking and noise, especially those first two minutes when the solid rockets are firing. 

"But the shaking and the noise are not crazy; it feels basically like an amusement park roller coaster ride. You’re pulling 3 g’s. That’s not a whole lot either, compared to some of the jets the Air Force flies. The difference is that the g-force continues for a long time." Wow! how many of you could withstand such a shaking? Many of you who have lived or know someone who has lived in earthquake regions have experienced this shaking that left you feeling like this astronaut. 

Even with all the protection given, the astronauts knew the odds. Another astronaut put it this way, "There have been 135 shuttle launches. We lost two of them, with all crew aboard. That’s roughly one out of 67. That’s your odds, in current day terms." In doing more of research, the astronaut would go on to say that it was like storming the beach at Normandy. With all that coming against you, who do you turn too? Last year many of you felt this shaking and noise in your neighborhoods. 

It may have been COVID-19 related, it could have been civil unrest, vandalism, abortion laws, natural disasters or just feelings of hopelessness everywhere you look. And Just like the astronaut taking off, all this in the span of mere minutes. Let me say to that this is not a message of doom and gloom, it's a message for you to be prepared. As I wrote earlier, the astronauts were prepared years in advance before knowing what was coming. 

There is also more shaking that is coming. Get ready! This shaking involves all mighty God. God sees everything that is happening in the world. When complacency sets in the heart of man due to sin, and that sin finds its way into the church, God sometimes will act by "shaking things up a little bit." When sin can grow in any nation and not be address by the church, then God will speak. Read the story of Joshua and Achan. (Joshua 7:9-26) 

Whenever God is going to move something, he always starts with his own children first. Read what happened when the disciples delayed taking the gospel to the gentiles in the book of Acts 1:8; 8:1-4. [Persecution pushed the Christians beyond Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria, thus fulfilling the second part of Jesus’ command. The persecution helped spread the Good News. God would bring great results from the believers’ suffering.] 

Some Christians believe that God would never allow his children to be hurt when punishing evil. God will always protect his church. We are secured in his bosom for all eternity. No one can pluck us out of his hands. There are times however, when God will permit martyrdom. Jesus had promised his followers that living for him would lead to trouble (Luke 21:12-19). This is still true in 2021. Nothing in the Bible promises a life free from trouble. 

If we boldly live out our lives for Jesus, the light of our lives will expose the sinfulness of others. Our words of truth will pierce their souls. I recently spoke to a special friend of mine through email. I refer to her as my spiritual mom. We discussed the issues within the body of Christ. She addressed the many demonic spiritual hindrances that have silvered into the church. The Bible tells us to avoid the very appearance of evil, and that we are to give no place to the devil. (I Thessalonians 5:22). 

We never want to give the enemy a foothold in the church. So, before God does the shaking, he prepares in advance to come before him. Jesus told Peter that he was going to build his church through him. (Matthew 16:18) true Christians know that they are the church built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ as the cornerstone (1 Peter 2:4-6). So, when does God shake the earth? Do we know how long the shaking will last? 

Does God want his church to be alert and ready before the shaking starts? As Christians, we must always be ready to move when God begins to act. When Moses brought the people out of Egypt, God had given them instruction to follow him in the cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night. When the people arrived at Mount Sinai, God spoke. The meaning is, that the mountain and the region around quaked; (Exodus 19:18). 

The "voice" here referred to is that of God speaking from the holy mount.  Whenever there was sin among the people, Moses and Aaron acted on God's commands. We can see in (Isaiah 2:12-22) what happens when proud hearts lead the wisdom of man and they are filled with worldly power. [The Lord’s “day of reckoning” is the Day of Judgment, the time when God will judge both evil and good. 

It will be a great reversal, in which the proud will be humbled, and God will be exalted.] Some Christians think we should never speak about the wrath of God and his impending judgment that is coming. Some pastors dare not speak about God being angry about sin in America. If we serve a holy God, then God will hold us accountable to speak against sin and moral decay in our nation. Many people put complete trust in our government system, but people are limited when compared to God. 

They can be unreliable, selfish, and shortsighted. Yet we trust our lives and futures more readily to mortal human beings than to the all-knowing God. Beware of people who want you to trust them instead of God. Remember that only God is completely reliable. Again, in the book of Isaiah 13:9-22, we see the judgment of God coming against Babylon. Babylon like the United States had become a powerful nation. But the prophet Isaiah foresaw their coming destruction. 

The Hebrew word "raw-gaz" means to tremble, quake, rage, quiver, be agitated, be excited, be perturbed. As I wrote earlier, there have been many things that America has opened itself up to that God is agitated against. Long before COVID-19 arrived on the scene, God has spoken to his church about the many destructive teachings the anti-Christ spirit has brought into the church. Many congregations are not even aware of what their denominations are teaching. 

They just assume that all the bi-laws and traditions they are taught line up with the word of God. Did you know many churches allow immorality in their churches? Read Romans chapter one to get a glimpse of why God disapproves. [Homosexual activity (to have sexual relations with someone of the same gender) was as widespread in Paul’s day as it is in ours. Roman law allowed for it, and some pagan religious practices used same-sex prostitutes. 

Many who owned slaves forced their younger slaves to perform same-sex sexual acts. Homosexual activity is strictly forbidden in Scripture (Leviticus 18:22) because it goes against God’s design for marriage, which he established at Creation—a union between a man and a woman. According to the Bible, sexual relations are reserved for the context of marriage. By many in our world today—even by many churches—homosexual activity is considered a matter of personal choice. 

But society does not set the standard for God’s law. Many people who are same sex attracted believe that their desires are good and that they have a right to express them. But God does not encourage us to fulfill all our desires. Desires that violate his plan must be controlled.] God wants the best for our lives. Jesus loves you too much to not bring his words of eternal life to you. Jesus wants to bring you out of judgment and darkness to acceptance and light. 

I love and care for my friends in this lifestyle. I will always respect them in their choice, even though I disagree with it. Authentic Christians should never fear of this impending judgment that America is facing. We are totally secure in almighty God’s protection. Even if we should lose these earthly vessel's we are forever secure in the heart of Jesus. In the book of Haggai, we see that God will keep us safe just as he kept those safe that came out of Egypt (Haggai 2:5-9; Exodus 14:13). 

When the shaking begins God sets our feet like the trunk and roots of a sequoia tree. Christians will not be moved when turmoil comes. (Psalm 16:8-11) David was speaking about being content in the security of God's hands. Jesus will always preserve and protect us from the worlds harm. Does this mean Christians don't have heartache and tribulation? The answer would be, "of course not." But Christians are given a peace that unbelievers don't have. 

Jesus said this in John 14:27 KJVS, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." It’s this inner peace that non-Christians do not have when the shaking starts. Unbelievers have a sense of hopelessness about life and confusion about their true purpose on earth. They will turn to every worldly source. 

This includes medical, science, education, government, and religion, but will not turn to a living relationship with Jesus (Psalm 62:1-8). God almighty is the Christians anchor in the storm of COVID-19 (Hebrews 6:14). When the ground starts shaking under the judgment of God, Christians are given a solid ground to walk on. To be steadfast and unmovable is to be spiritually grounded. A steadfast person knows what he believes and cannot be “tossed back and forth by the waves and blown here and there by every wind of teaching” (Ephesians 4:14). 

An unmovable person can hear false teaching, engage doubters, and defend truth without it shaking his belief in Jesus. (Psalm 18:36; I Corinthians 15:58). When there are earthquakes in our land, things can be shaken and released from their proper place. This is how God will remove all things that are in opposition to him. Jesus came that he might destroy all the systems this country stands on. 

All evil will be shaken on earth, and his word will confirm all that is true. The result of all will be that he will preside over a permanent kingdom, and that his people will inherit "a kingdom which cannot be moved;" [All the eternal principles of truth, and law, and righteousness. These would enter the new kingdom, which was to be set up, and of course that kingdom would be permanent.]  (Hebrews 12:25-29).

["Life in heaven operates according to God’s eternal and unshakable principles and values. Heaven came to earth in the symbolism of the Jewish sanctuary (the Tabernacle and Temple) where God’s presence resided. It came in a fuller manner in the person of Jesus Christ, God with us. It spread through the entire world as the Holy Spirit came to live in every believer.

A nation without God will crumble from evil and corruption on the inside. Do not make the mistake of leaving God out of your life. If you do, all your accomplishments will be futile. Keep God as your highest priority and let him do the building."] So, here are some final things to consider when you reflect on your life and how does this shaking apply to you?

*What is the warning in verse 25 of Hebrews 12? What is God’s promise in verse 26?
The author speaks of the shakable and the unshakable things. What are the shakable things? What are the unshakable things?
What are you more heavily anchored too? the shakable?  the unshakable? What are we called to do in response to this unshakable kingdom we will receive in the last two verses of Hebrews Chapter 12? Read (1 Peter 3:10-13.)  What does it say?  Read (Revelation 21:1-8)  What is to come?

 
Here are the steps America needs to know about his process of restoring his rebellious people. It starts with the church, just like was with Israel. (1) Israel his chosen people rebelled and sinned against him, God used others, even pagan nations, to punish them. (2) These nations were themselves wicked, and God punished them as well. 

(3) Because God does not break his promises, he will keep his promise to bless and restore Israel. (4) God will make Israel an essential part of his work in blessing all people through the Messiah, Jesus. God can and will do the same for the United States. Get ready America, buckle up, the tremors started a long time ago, there's a magnitude coming.

Prayer for God's mercy on America: "Heavenly Father, we know that you are almighty. The earth is your footstool and to do with as you choose. We pray that when all the shaking stops at your word, draw us close to your heart and build upon us your Holy Word. We wait on you Lord to bring tranquility after the storm. We submit to your Lordship over the earth. Thank you, Jesus, for your eternal tender mercies you bestow upon us. In Jesus name, amen."

"Nehemiah Chapter 1 for America."

