The complete ensemble

Hello everyone, as the Christmas season goes by and we find ourselves in the new year, our resolve remains the same. The same things we faced in 2020 are the same things we face in 2021. Oh, circumstances might chance, but there are some things that remain. It’s been said that life, death, and taxes will always look us in the face. Cultures and lifestyle may change, but there is nothing new under the sun. The season we live in now is called winter. 

I realize there are some places that fluctuate minor changes during the season, but many are preparing for the cold winter months ahead. This sermon could be considered a continuation from last week’s message. Last week I wrote about the right wardrobe. This week I want to focus on items in the wardrobe. If I were to ask you what would you consider essential items, you would want to prepare for the bitterly cold winter season? 

Have you ever prepared a list of items before going shopping, only to find out later the most important item you wanted was left off the list? When traveling long distance in your car, most traveling experts will suggest items that you should always have with you in case of emergency. When soldiers prepare for battle, they go through a checklist of the items needed before engagement of the enemy. Also, the leaders (generals) will sit down and figure out their plan of attack. 

Everything the Armed forces will need is carefully and strategically planned out to achieve maximum success. When I bring up the word ensemble, what comes to mind? How would this word fit in your daily life? I've always thought of an ensemble when relating it to an orchestra. Some of you may see it when watching a movie that has an all-star cast. The word "ensemble" comes from the Middle French word ensemblée, which means "together, at the same time." 

Its having a group of items viewed as a whole rather than individually. In today's message, we are going to view it in the context of clothing. So, what is an ensemble clothing? In fashion terms, ensemble is usually referred to an outfit complete with accessories, jewelry, outfit, costume. An example of an ensemble would be a coordinated outfit that someone is wearing. Do you think clothes were important in the bible? Was it important to know what each item of clothing stood for? 

In the book of Leviticus, the ceremony described in Leviticus 8 was their ordination ceremony. Aaron and his sons were washed with water (8:6) and clothed with special garments (8:7-9, 13), and Aaron was anointed with oil (8:12). These special garments were a requirement for Aaron who was the high priest. Read the book of Leviticus to see how this ensemble for the priesthood was to be implemented. 

When you prepare your children to go outside and play in the snow with friends, you make sure they are equipped with every item to keep them protected from the elements outside. We would never send them outside with one boot or one sleeve to their coat or one earmuff. This brings me to an individual who knew how to handle the ensemble placed in his care. This man was David. When you think of David, what are the first words that come to mind? 

David was an ordinary person who lived an extraordinary life. David was a shepherd, musician, poet, soldier, and a king. I want to look at his life as a shepherd. David came from a family of 7 brothers. The oldest was named Eliab. God had sent Samuel to speak to David's father, Jesse. God wanted Samuel to anoint the next person he would choose to be King over Israel. At this meeting David was absent. He was out in the field watching over the sheep. 

David's name means "darling," and he was a beautiful boy, perhaps fifteen years old. From the time Samuel anointed David, the Spirit of God came upon David, and he began to show signs of coming greatness. He went back to his sheep on the hillsides around Bethlehem, but God was with him. What items do you think David may have needed to be an effective shepherd? Those items David had would be useful when Israel was being threatened by a giant (I Samuel 17:37-51).


David had used these items to fight with lions, and bears, and killed them, when they seized the lambs of his flock. David was a skilled shepherd. But even what little items David had, he knew that to leave one item at home would leave him less protected. I grew up playing sports. I knew that certain items if not part of my basketball or football equipment were not with me, it could subject me to injury. My equipment was specifically fit for me. 

When David would have to face the Philistine giant, King Saul thought he needed more fortified equipment. Saul put his own armor on David, a helmet on his head, and a coat of mail on his body, and a sword at his waist. But Saul was almost a giant, and his armor was far too large for David. Have you ever tried to wear someone else's clothing to perform a specific task? I recall going bowling with my friends Deric, and Orlando. We were extremely competitive when bowling against each other. 

One evening, I was running late and had every item on the back seat the day before. When I arrived at the bowling alley, I grabbed my bag, and to my surprise it felt rather light. I realized I had left my ball at home. When we started to bowl, I told my friends I would have to use a house ball. Well, I couldn't find a ball that fit my fingers like my personal ball. I finally found something that I could use, but it wasn't enough for me to bowl quality games against my friends. 

I didn't win a game that night. This was the case with David when Saul tried to put his equipment on David to fight Goliath. David was used to his own equipment he used to fight off lions and bears. Goliath thought David had only his staff. He had all that he needed and then some to defeat Goliath. When we are God’s representative, he supplies us with just what we need to accomplish victory in him. (2 Kings 6:16,17). 

God can take all the gifts and talents he's given you and then give you even more. David proclaimed that it was the Lord who would give him the victory (I Samuel 17:26,45). David proclaimed the name "Lord of host." The name “LORD of hosts” occurs some 261 times in the Old Testament Scriptures. God is first called the “LORD of hosts” in 1 Samuel 1:3. The word LORD, capitalized, refers to Yahweh, the self-existent, redemptive God. 

The word hosts is a translation of the Hebrew word Sabaoth, meaning “armies." A reference to the angelic armies of heaven. Thus, another way of saying “LORD of hosts” is “God of the armies of heaven.” This is who David had supporting him. Goliath was doomed from the start. Many of you have heard of powerful families in our country that ruled with power and corruption. 

But today they are a memory. I remember hearing a phrase growing up that the older adults would say, "your arms are too short to box with God." Imagine! using smooth stones to slay someone 9 feet tall. God certainly was not finished supplying his creation (those who love him) with everything they need to defeat the enemy (Satan). Moving from this time to more than 400 years, God was and is still supplying his people with the tools 

