Extra! Extra! Read all about it!

Good morning family of God, here in the east, we continue to get through another month of winter. It's great sometimes to get the news from the weather reporting no snow for the week. I realize some of you have children and the more snow, the more time your libel to be in your yard building two or three snowmen. People are certainly more cautious with how they dress for the winter during these Covid-19 days we live in. 

Let us pray, Heavenly father, we thank you for how you have maneuvered us through every obstacle this week. You have been that strong tower you say we can run into and are safe. Your hands have upheld our every movement. You have been awesome in every endeavor with us. We thank you for being our strength and our redeemer. In Jesus name, Amen. 

How do you gather news today? How do you respond to the news of the day? Do you embrace it, or do you ignore it? How does news make you feel? We are bombarded daily with news from all kinds of sources. Social media rolls out our news 24-7. Where do you get your daily news meal? How has it affected you? Has it softened you towards society, or has it left you more abrasive and callous towards society? How do you feel about the press where you live? 

Every city in our nation gives us a deluge of news daily. We are given 24-hour news on television and in our automobiles. The press is a huge conglomerate of entities that feed us information like a huge smorgasbord buffet. It comes from everywhere all over the nation. But like the smorgasbord, everything your eyes see may not be good for you. Many people say they do not watch the news because it’s too depressing. 

We've heard the phrase "no news is good news." Is news good for us? Again, where do you get your news nourishment today? Is it always helpful? How has the news shaped your life? There are so many voices who want to draw us in with news they say will help us be better individuals. Social media will not even let you enjoy a soothing song without breaking in with news that takes away that moment of peace and tranquility. 

Remember in the old days If an extraordinary event happened after a publication's morning deadline, many newspapers would print a second edition in order to deliver the news, i.e., an "extra." And to bring attention to the breaking news, newsies would go out of their way to push these secondary editions, shouting, "Extra! Extra! read all about it!" It seems the more sensational the topic, the more crowds came to purchase the information. We live in the age of quick information at our fingertips. 

When news comes our way, it comes with the filter and examination of said news. Is all news good for us? Here are the sources we generally get our news from. According to the Pew Research Center, 20% of adults in the United States in 2018 said they get their news from social media "often," compared to 16% who said they often get news from print newspapers, 26% who often get it from the radio, 33% who often get it from news websites, and 49% who often get it from TV. 

I wanted to focus for a moment on the 16% who get their news from print newspapers. There was a time when newspapers were the first choice to find news. Positions in journalism includes news anchors, sports announcers, news correspondents, newspaper columnists, investigative reporters, editors, and editor-in-chief, which outranks the others. News, however, today has lost its credibility. 

Usually, corruption starts from the top down. My mother would always tell me "birds of feather flock together." When news is intertwined with lies and fabrication, many lives can be affected. Some families have had to relocate and start their lives over because they were the target of fake news. Should the word responsibility, care, accountability, Professionalism, facts, truthfulness matter to you? 

Here's what we need to keep in mind when receiving information today, *1) What is the content?  Is it a news story? Or is it an opinion piece? Knowing what you are looking at is the first step to figuring out what you can believe. 2) Who and what are the sources cited and why should I believe them? The key question is, how do they know? If it’s not clear, you should be more skeptical. 3) What’s the evidence and how was it vetted? trust the material that offers more evidence, is more specific and more transparent about the proof being offered. 

4) Interpretation: Is the main point of the piece proven by evidence? So, the fourth step in knowing whether something is reliable is to ask whether this main point makes sense, and whether the conclusions are supported by the evidence offered. In other words, think about what conclusions are being drawn. 5) Completeness: What’s missing? Most content should lead to more questions. 

In life, it’s OK to ask questions. Many who try to hide truthful information do not want you asking so many questions. Why, because it may lead to answers they don't want you to know. 6) Knowledge: Are you learning everyday what you need? checking yourself to see if you are spending your media time well. It’s almost like calorie counting. Think about what media you consumed yesterday. What did you learn about? What did you read about? It can be hard to remember. 

When you decide what to click on, what to read, and lose interest and stop reading, you are making critical decisions about what matters and what you trust or what you don’t trust. * Some people are one-sided thinkers. Some people are guzzlers. They gobble up whatever is fed to them. God believes in news. He protects all information concerning news he wishes us to have. How does the news God gives us compare or differ from the news we receive from the world? 

Which would you rather receive, good news or bad news? God chose the best way for us to receive his news. What does the Bible say about good news? How do we apply it to our lives? Who is the originator of bad news? How many times have you heard the news media report on individuals who have been saved through Jesus Christ? The good news of the gospel has been reaching out to man since God created man. So, what is the good news? 

Does receiving good news get you excited? Does the gospel contain bad news? As a child my mother taught me that God was good. She taught me a simple prayer that went this way, "God is good, God is great, let us thank him for this food, amen." I used to wonder if God was only good for food. Oh, I better move on before I get emails from family members (smile). The Bible tells us that God is the only one who is good (Luke 18:19). 

To say that God is good means that God always acts in accordance with what is right, true, and good. Everything that God made was originally good. “God saw all that He had made, and it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). So, with God being good, it stands to reason that we can trust God with his word called the gospel. The word gospel literally means “good news” and occurs 93 times in the Bible, exclusively in the New Testament. 

In Greek, it is the word euaggelion, from which we get our English words evangelist, evangel, and evangelical. The gospel is, broadly speaking, the whole of Scripture; more narrowly, the gospel is the good news concerning Jesus and the way of salvation. Many things in life have good news and bad news associated with them. The entire truth is generally found in a combination of both. 

Read Deuteronomy 28:1-68. If you prefer hearing the bad news first, then start at verse 68 and read backwards. If you like good news, then read verse 1 to 14. We cannot just ignore one side to the exclusion of the other.  The same is true of the gospel of Jesus Christ. +The bad news, spiritually speaking, is that we are all sinners deserving of hell for our sin against a holy God (Romans 3:23; 6:23). Our sin has kept us from His presence and eternal life (John 3:15–20). 

No one can earn his or her way into the presence of God because there is “no one righteous” (Romans 3:10). Our best human efforts to please God are “as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). Some evangelists and street preachers focus exclusively on this aspect of God’s truth, which could be considered the “bad news approach.”

The good news is that God loves us (John 3:15–18). 

He wants a relationship with His human creation and has communicated with us in a variety of ways such as nature (Romans 1:20), the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16), and Jesus coming in human form to live among us (John 1:14). God does love us. He does want to bless us. He wants a relationship with us and desires to teach us His ways so that we can become all He created us to be (Romans 8:29). 

Teachers who focus only on the good news are leaving out a vital part of God’s plan of salvation, which includes repentance (Matthew 3:2; Mark 6:12) and taking up our cross to follow Jesus (Luke 9:23). Many mainstream denominations who have their pastors on payroll will dictate what news is best for the ears of the congregation to hear. If the pastors’ resort to preaching about sin, they could be removed from their position. 

Some refer to these churches as "feel good churches." +Until we know the bad news, we cannot deeply appreciate the good news. You would not appreciate a stranger bursting into your home and dragging you outside, unless you first understood that your house was on fire. Until we understand that we are destined for hell because of our sin, we cannot appreciate all that Jesus did for us on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

If we don’t realize how hopeless we are, we will not recognize the great hope Jesus offers (Hebrews 6:19). Unless we recognize that we are sinners, we can’t appreciate a Savior. The best approach to presenting the news, is to speak the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). Paul understood that Jesus wanted him to share the whole truth to the people. +Jesus never eliminated either of these when He brought “peace on earth, goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14). 

His peace is available to everyone who is brought to repentance by the “bad news” and joyfully accepts the “good news” that He is Lord of all (Romans 10:8–9). How many of you know the gospel song "Go tell it on the mountain?" Here are some lyrics, "Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere, Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. When I was a seeker, I sought both night and day, I asked the Lord to help me, and he showed me the way." 

The great thing about these wonderful lyrics is, Jesus just doesn't tell us to go tell others alone and by ourselves, he goes with us (Matthew 10:19). In our society today we have bloggers from every social media platform. We have tech experts telling us the good news is offensive and hurtful, divisive, hateful, and when all else fails, "racist." That draws out the news from every media outlet in the country. 

Oh, how far we have fallen from calling good news, "actual good news," to calling it evil and hurtful. There was a time when we had mutual respect when sharing truth with our friends and neighbors. Now, every word of good news is scrutinized and placed under the watchful eye of government and big tech. Look how many CEOs and businesses that even dare to share good news have been attacked told to get out. 

Christian's realize the Devil has been using those in the political landscape to quite or muzzle the gospel. Remember what happen to "Chick-fil-A?" The company was attacked simply because they stood for "good news." Boy, that certainly backfired on those who hate the gospel. Everywhere I go, the fast-food chain has cars and customers filled out. The gospel of Jesus Christ will never be defeated. 

The Bible calls the feet "beautiful" on the mountains who bring good news to others (Isaiah 52:7). [It is a wonderful privilege to be able to share God’s Good News with others, his news of redemption, salvation, and peace.] Is there someone you know that needs to hear some good news today? How do you react to people who live miserable lives? 

Everything about them spills out loneliness, depression, fear, anxiety, helplessness, etc. How do you cheer them up? What's the best remedy for their doldrums? Is it the therapist, doctor, prescription medication, hypnotherapist? In this nation, we throw everything under the sun to lift up their spirits except the one who created the spirit, "Jesus." 

In Isaiah 52:7, Isaiah prophetically sees the messengers bringing their joyous good news to a sad and forsaken land: The prophet could even now see the bearers of the news running on the Judean mountainsides! Peace and salvation were on the way! [God was going to set His people free from captivity through the defeat of Babylon by the Persian king Cyrus. The Jews would be able to rebuild their fallen city and restore the temple. 

Isaiah used poetic language to describe the messengers’ feet as “beautiful” or “lovely.” The word beautiful carries the idea of “the time of full bloom” or “mature development” and “vigor.”] Some individuals have beautiful feet attached to ugly hearts (Proverbs 6:18,19). Paul shows up one thousand years later and proclaims the same good news to those would receive it (Roman's 10:14,15). 

God is always ready to set people free from the captivity of sin. The good news destroys the work of Satan in people (Luke 4:18,19). The apostle Paul taught Christians to put on the full armor of God as a spiritual defense against the dark forces of evil (Ephesians 6:10–13). This armor is also meant for the feet. It describes the feet to be readiness. Have you ever known an Olympic track athlete to have worn out shoes in preparation to race for a gold medal? 

The readiness Paul speaks about is preparing yourself to share the gospel message to those who need to hear it. This involves spending time alone in prayer and reading the author of the good news. The gospel is a bold message, and we are not ashamed of proclaiming it. Jesus and John the Baptist both proclaimed news for individuals to "repent!" (Matthew 3:2; 4:17). It is a powerful message because it is God’s good news (Roman's 1:16). 

The bad news from Jesus was followed up by good news to his disciples (Matthew 4:19). I recall a time when this preparation was not heeded when preparing to go evangelizing in our neighborhood. Great understanding and wisdom must be sought out from the Lord before doing door-to-door ministry. Usually if you have a novice, (young Christian) it would be wise to have a mature believer in Christ go with them. You never know what words will come against you. 

A new believer might end up in a "I'm right, your wrong," discussion. That happened to one gentleman I know. He wasn't equipped or ready. The woman called the police and the lady said she was going to tell the people on her street not to attend that church. Looks like the good news turned sour that day. The young Christian gentleman didn't remember that the Bible says a soft answer turns away wrath (Proverbs 15:1). 

He relied more on earthly knowledge than spiritual wisdom (Holy Spirit). The good news of the gospel brings God’s peace through Jesus Christ. Read these powerful scriptures to know the kind of news God wants in your life (John 3:16; Romans 3:24; 5:1-15; Ephesians 2:4). So, how do you tell someone about the source of your salvation? The affection and love for the one who transformed your life? How do you gather the words to someone to tell them such exciting news? 

Is it difficult to get people to hear your news? Is this good news for all ears to hear? Prayer places you in the right attitude to share the good news. If you do not know Jesus but would like to experience great news, you too, can pray and receive his saving power (John 1:12). Please read the dropdown page on how to know Jesus. Paul declares that salvation is for everyone. 

Here's the finality of how you respond to this news, if you reject the good news, you receive more bad news (Matthew 7:22-24; Revelation 20:11-15). If you except the good news you get more good news (John 3:16-18; 14:1-4; Revelation 21:1-7). The great thing about God's good news is you get to choose (Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15). Why not choose right now.

Here's a prayer you can pray, "Heavenly Father, I thank you that I can rely on you for truth and honesty. I know your word is sweeter than the honeycomb. Help me to trust in your word more than the word from the world. Help me to trust in your word and not learn on my own understanding. Thank you for the good news that blesses me with all spiritual blessing. I ask you to forgive me for choosing wrongly. I except the news the Jesus died for my sins and ask him to be Lord and savior of my life, In Jesus name, amen.

"If you've had a lot of bad news in your life, losing a loved one, going through sickness, going through a difficult marriage, children not loving you. Just bad, bad, bad. Please send me a prayer request, I would love to pray for you. God has great news and great things in store for your hurting heart."

✝️ Jesus loves you.

📕 Other scriptures to read: Ephesians 2:8,9; 1 John 3:1; Romans 8:1; John 3:17,18; Proverbs 25:25
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