Who is he to you?

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank new members for joining "Try Jesus" this week from Cincinnati Ohio, Topeka Kansas, Harrisburg, Texas, Alabama, North Carolina, and Arkansas. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6 KJV).

"It seems too good to be true." Have you ever heard that phrase? How about, "I'll believe it when I see it." Today we are a nation of skepticism. Why? Because those who have been given the opportunity to lead have failed in their requirements. Thank God, we have a Savior who never wavers on his commitments and promises.

Let's pray to the solid rock of our salvation. "Heavenly Father, thank you for gathering those who want to be pillars on your foundation. Our Lord today, is a strong and mighty tower, the righteous when persecuted have a place of refuge to turn to. Lord, give us understanding hearts and minds by your Spirit this morning. Help us to resist all forms of counterfeit religion. Bless the souls who praise the Lord and remember all his benefits. In Jesus, name, amen."

How many of love to gather with family on a cold or raining day and play board games? My family had a closet full of board games. You name the game, most likely we had it. So, in preparation for today's sermon, I didn't have to look very far to find out what the benefits were for families that played board games.

I found that families who gather together opened many opportunities for children to bond with siblings, parents and family members as well as friends that are invited. Spending quality time playing games promotes tradition building and creates a fun atmosphere.

Having these games also helps in playing fear and honest. It teaches real life skills and teaches reality-based exercises in truth and fabrication. Playing board games help children develop social skills such as following rules, taking turns, and graceful winning or losing.

Growing up in my family meant there would be some days when the board game pieces would become flying projectiles. The competition in my family was intense at times. No one wanted to lose. We were so involved in the games that even if we lost, we stayed at the table to see who would win from the final two players.

We would sit and eagerly wait to play the board games that involved one on one competition. When yelling and screaming broke out, or someone was accused of cheating, my parents would immediately bring the court in session and determine who started the melee.

If they couldn't determine who was the instigator, they would stop the game, fold up the table, and put away the game. It then gave our parents the opportunity to sit us down and talk to each other, establishing positive communication and working together through problems.

Today, It seems everyone is living in a microwave today. It seems our youth and young adults are flailing in the deepest emotional destructive lifestyle, and many family members don't recognize their need of help. The time for recognizing who our family members are has been swept away by the luring deceptions that outside forces grip them into.

Have you ever looked at a family member and wondered to yourself, "Who is this person?" Sometimes the dirt that is outside your family structure and boundaries can cause you to take a look at your husband, wife, or children and say "Who are you?"

One game we used to play was called concentration. It was a game of memory and quick thought. I loved it because you could apply some strategy to fool your opponent into choosing the wrong match. Once you knew where the identical match was, no one could persuade you to choose falsely.

This is how we should approach the gospel. When we know who Jesus is, there is no need to look for another. He is the perfect match for your soul. Any other look alike is considered a counterfeit imposter. This game of life has all kinds of traps, pitfalls, trickery, caution, temptations, and subtle gimmicks. 

Sometimes people will try to influence you to believe something that isn't true. They come with words that seem believable but are designed to ensnare and then destroy what truth you have. I refer to them as truth-breakers. The Bible says that in the last days perilous times shall come. How do we know we this is happening? Just look at any of the things that are going on your community.

Let's see what these perilous times involve. 2} "For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3} Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4} Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
5} Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6} For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7} Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth} (2 Timothy 3:2-7 KJV).

Some of the most dangerous individuals are the subtle counterfeit religious leaders and their flock who mislead those seeking truth. It’s ironic that Jesus ate and drank with sinners and was criticized for it by the religious leaders. He responded by telling his disciples to stay away from them because they were blind leaders living in darkness (Matthew 15:14).


[Jesus associated with sinners because he loved them and because he knew that they needed to hear what he had to say. Jesus spent time with whoever needed or wanted to hear his message, the poor, rich, bad, and good.]


☆Jesus pointed out how the Pharisees had broken God’s commandments (Matthew 15:3–9). First, he established their hypocrisy, they regularly broke the laws of God while demanding that others follow their human-made traditions. Second, they displayed outward piety but lacked true devotion to God and his word in their hearts. They were rebellious toward God and blind to their spiritual emptiness. ☆

Today, there are many individuals that have snuck in the church and with them bring a different Christ. (Theological teaching). The characteristics described in 2 Timothy 3:2-4 are unmistakable. The church leaders must be like watchmen on the walls as described in (Ezekiel 3:17-29). The pastor and leadership are those who must spend extensive time in prayer to watch what goes on in the church, culture, and pray for wisdom to engage the church and sound the spiritual alarm of perceived  transgressions from within and seeing what may be coming from outside.

The leadership should always be on guard to watch for the souls and for each other. We used to gather together in our prayer meetings and ask the Lord to bind us together in the care of one another and the congregation. This helps in seeing the wolves when they come in sheep’s clothing.

Just like the family gatherings we had playing board games, we knew if an outsider (friend, guest) came in and tried to cheat or change the rules. We immediately would say "Hey wait a minute, you can't make that move!" The games, the enemy Satan is trying to breach can be so subtle that you need spirit filled believers full of anointed discernment to point out the breach that the pastor or some other leader might not see.

Jesus pointed this out when he spoke about the wheat and the tares (Matthew 13:24-30). Jesus later explained the parable to the disciples when they were in the house (13:36-43). It is vital to have biblical healthy Bible studies in the church to teach about the wiles of the devil so we are not ignorant of his wicked devices (2 Corinthians 2:11).

This typically happens when the church puts more emphasis on programs, retreats, copying worldly slogans, and allowing false teachings to creep into the church. These are people who introduce extra rules or practices they claim are necessary for salvation or full participation in the Christian life.


[Many times false teachers can be motivated by a desire for control or superiority, they each promote their own agenda or vision as if it came directly from God and twist scripture to validate their opinions. They elevate nonessentials to the status of core essentials of the faith. Like the Pharisees, they are using their own “law” as a basis for salvation and Christian growth.]

When we allow human rules and regulations to take priority over God’s laws, we lead people astray (2 Corinthians 11:3 KJV). When Jesus comes into your house, you should know who he is. Conversely, when a different Christ (antichrist) comes in your midst, your spiritual antennas should be on high alert.

Have you ever seen biblical reporters on television ask poignant questions to people on the street "Who is Jesus?" If you've ever listened to some of the answers you might laugh a little bit. But since we all come from the same sin seed of Adam, our first initial answers are just like theirs.

Jesus' disciples were put to the same test when they walked with Jesus. Here's the wonderful dialog Jesus had with them, 13} When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14} And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15} He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
16} And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17} And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18} And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:13-18 KJV).

It was God who revealed the truth to true identity of who Jesus was. If you travel this country and around the world, you may be given a different answer to who Jesus is. Today, many people are trapped in a false Christ religion because they never took the time to seek out the truth for themselves. They gladly swallowed the counterfeit lies served to them.

Many people go to churches for all sorts of various reasons. But do they go to seek Jesus or a religion that makes them feel good? I recall one very nice lady telling me why she attended a certain church. She said she loved guitar music. I told her “That’s great, any other reasons why you attend?" 

She said, "not really." I said, "what about the word of God from the pulpit?" She said, in so many words, "I'm not here for that." I immediately wondered how much she is missing from her life. She didn't understand that Jesus is the star of the show. He's the key note speaker every Sunday or when people gather in his presence. He's the person we gather for.

She may have come from a church where religion and man-made rules override the name of Jesus. If she only knew that once you have a personal living breathing relationship with Jesus, you never again have to worry about  who he is, or where he is. Mary Magdalena only needed to hear his voice one time (John 20:11-17).

John also knew it was the Lord waiting on the shore to greet the disciples after they had deserted him (John 21:3-7). Just like the people in his day spoke of him being someone else, Jesus' true followers always know him. Even when they fall away or sin against him, they know him.

[When people try to make Jesus into what they perceive him to be, (having not read his word (the Bible), then Its highly possible they may not know him. Anyone ever try to label you something you know doesn't fit into who you are?]

Did you know Jesus did things that only God can do. He gave sight to the blind. He healed diseases. Satan and his devils certainly knew who he was. He cast them out of people. Jesus raised the dead. After his crucifixion, Jesus rose from the dead. Also, only one person who lived on this earth fulfilled all the prophecies written about him, Jesus. *See if you can locate the prophecy and fulfillment in your Bible.

The chance of this happening is a zillion to one Longshot. Jesus is who he claimed to be, The son of God, and the God-man himself. (John 8:12; 58; 10:36;  Matthew 28:20). His miracles proved his claims. Jesus has always reigned in heaven with his Father (Micah 5:2; Acts 7:55).

Jesus is also the creator of all things. The whole universe is held together by him (Colossians 1:16,17). He is in total control over all world events. God the son (Jesus) came to this earth (John 1:14; 1 John 5:7). What did it cost Jesus to leave heaven for this dump? His life he gave because he couldn't stand to be apart from his greatest masterpiece, us! And it was his love for you that moved him to do it.

He humbled himself to be born in a smelly stable. He came to his own and they wouldn't receive him (John 1:10). So, why do people need a Savior? Because at death all sinners (those who reject his offer of salvation) will be cast into hell. Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:10-15; Romans 3:23; 6:23;

Only Jesus can save your soul (Luke 12:5; Romans 10:8-13). But for those who love Jesus and excepted his gift of salvation (How can anyone reject eternity?). (1 Corinthians 2:9; John 14:2,3). Jesus fulfilled prophecy about his death (Isaiah 53:5). God allowed himself to be cruelly tortured. Crucifixion was the worst on earth. Jesus held back his angels so you and I could enter into heaven. We were his enemies, and he still chose to die for us. (Romans 5:8; John 3:16; Acts 20:28).

He rose from the dead and was seen by over 500 people (1 Corinthians 15:6; Mark 16:15). It is impossible for Jesus to lie. He keeps his promises to those who believe in him. (John 6:37) (This is not a mental belief). You must believe and accept him as Lord and Savior and receive the Holy Spirit once you have believed.

Authentic born-again believers will inherit his Kingdom. (Luke 12:32; 1 Corinthians 6:3; Revelation 19:11-14; 2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 3:21). Jesus is everything his word (the Bible) says about himself. He is the King of kings, and Lord of lords. (Isaiah 9:6,7; Hebrews 1:2; 12:2; 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:16).

Jesus is coming soon. You can see everything beginning to unravel around every nation. Russia and Ukraine is only a small sample of what's coming. At his coming, he will take over all governments of the world. And he will rule from Jerusalem. Whether you accept him or reject him, I guarantee you will see Jesus. All unbelievers that are in eternal suffering right now have seen Jesus. 

You will face Jesus. Will he be your wonderful loving Savior, or will he be the most terrifying judge you've ever seen? (Matthew 25:21; Romans 2:16). It’s not his will that anyone should perish. Do not believe those who come to with a predetermined outcome that God plays favorites and had some born just to die and go to hell. That would make God an unjust God and a murderer of his own created blood. (Acts 10:28; 34,35).

🗣📢 Last words: This message today was not only for the church, but the religious people out there. It’s also for those who don't know him. So, who is Jesus to you? Is Jesus just a Christmas baby? Is he a revolutionary to you? Is he many nationalities to you? Is he that guy in a lot of movies? Is he just a swear or curse word to you? Is he Satan’s spiritual brother? Is he just some mythical character someone made up?

Let me make this statement, "He is the most important person you will ever meet. What you do with him determines your eternal destination (Heaven or Hell). God loves you enough not to force you to choose. Did you know Jesus did things that only God can do. He gave sight to the blind. He healed diseases. 

Satan and his devils certainly knew who he was. He cast them out of people. Jesus raised the dead. After his crucifixion, Jesus rose from the dead. Also, only one person who lived on this earth fulfilled all the prophecies written about him, Jesus. *See if you can locate the prophecy and fulfillment in your Bible.

The chance of this happening is a zillion to one Longshot. Jesus is who he claimed to be, The son of God, and the God-man himself. (John 8:12; 58; 10:36;  Matthew 28:20). His miracles proved his claims. Jesus has always reigned in heaven with his Father (Micah 5:2; Acts 7:55).

Jesus is also the creator of all things. The whole universe is held together by him (Colossians 1:16,17). He is in total control over all world events. God the son (Jesus) came to this earth (John 1:14; 1 John 5:7). What did it cost Jesus to leave heaven for this dump? His life he gave because he couldn't stand to be apart from his greatest masterpiece, us! And it was his love for you that moved him to do it.

He humbled himself to be born in a smelly stable. He came to his own and they wouldn't receive him (John 1:10). So, why do people need a Savior? Because at death all sinners (those who reject his offer of salvation) will be cast into hell. (Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:10-15; Romans 3:23; 6:23).

Today, now is your time to choose. This is no game playing moment. The hang man game was just a game. Your life hangs in the balance. Judas found out the eternal way. The game playing is over. Choose heaven or hell. Now is the time of salvation! (2 Corinthians 6:2).

There is no better time than the present to receive God’s forgiveness. Don’t let anything hold you back from coming to Christ. Your life's clock is about to run out, the game is over! The right time is now!


📚 More living games about life (Luke 18:41,42; Matthew 8:2,3; Mark 1:23-28; John 11:25;44; 20:31).


🎵 Everybody ought to know,
Everybody ought to know,
Everybody ought to know
Who Jesus is.

He’s the Lily of the Valley,
He’s the Bright and Morning Star;
He’s the Fairest of ten thousand.
Everybody ought to know.

On the cross He died for sinners,
And His blood makes white as snow;
Loving, living, coming Savior,
He’s the one you ought to know.

Everybody ought to tell,
Everybody ought to tell,
Everybody ought to tell
Who Jesus is. 🎵


🛐 Here’s some dutiful prayer you can pray. "Heavenly Father, thank you Lord, for today's message. I have played Russian roulette with my life for far too long. I want to surrender my heart and my entire life to you Jesus. I have hurt so many lives and hurt myself more times than I can remember. Forgive me Lord, of all my sins. No more playing games. Teach me the ways of your Kingdom. Fill my mouth with powerful words of faith that accomplish your purposes for my life. May the fruitless places in my life wither away and the glory of your Kingdom come shining in. Thank you Lord, for saving my soul, in Jesus, name, amen."



❤ If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."
