SUNDAY MAY 17th, 2020

STAY ON THE LIGHTED PATH

Please read Matthew 7 :13,14 Psalms 119:105; 119:133; Jeremiah 13:16

Have you ever witnessed long distance track & field events? I used to wonder how they would all start out wide in their own lanes and gradually form a single line. I would think, why not quickly run to the front, and avoid the others. Sometimes the one out in front has the clearest vision but doesn’t always finish first to the finish line. 

There can be just as many distractions out front as there is the ones following. While they are in this line, they always must be careful of the person in front and even those behind them, so they won't stumble and fall. Running is strategic and largely aerobic in nature and requires stamina as well as mental strength. 

Even the most highly trained Olympic athletes must be aware of dangers on the track. One runner put it this way, “I think Mo was in front of me, this is what I think happened, it was all pretty blurry because by the time I realized anything happened I was on the ground." Runners tend to fall when they are tired and lose focus. 

They should practice looking ahead far enough to avoid any obstacles when running. They should stay focused when running through areas of mixed light and shade. The path and highway in life both have seen and unseen obstacles. Today we face another unseen enemy called covid-19. True leaders lead and true followers follow. It has been said that if you say you’re a leader and no one is following, you’re just taking a walk. Some leaders in States handling the virus have ended in disastrous results. Be careful who you follow. It is imperative that you are always alerted to stay focused on the destination in sight. 

In your spiritual life, it is important to have all spiritual senses in readiness. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Paul in the book of Acts, {16:6-9} was sensitive to the Spirit's leading. The Holy Spirit guides us to the right places, but he also guides us away from the wrong places. 

When seeking God’s direction, ask him to clearly shut and open doors, and then pay attention to changes in circumstances or your own convictions about the situation. In the natural, it's like the Spiderman movies. Spiderman rarely faced oncoming dangers without notice because his spider sense warned him. 

Have you ever walked in the woods and something jump out that you did not expect to see? It can immediately bring fear and cause us to lose our focus and sometimes even cause us to run and find ourselves lost in the woods. This is what happened to many of the elderly concerning covid-19. 

Some governors and mayors rushed them into places that brought deadly results. God has equipped us with spiritual insights to warn us of impending dangers.
To walk safely in the woods at night, we need a light for protection
so we don’t trip over tree roots or fall into holes. In this life, we walk through a dark forest of evil. But the Bible can be our light to show us the way ahead, so we won’t stumble as we walk. It reveals the entangling roots of false values and philosophies. 
We need a light to reach our desired destination. Study the Bible so you will be able to see your way clearly enough to stay on the right path. Make sure your spiritual sight is clear to see Jesus standing at the finish line of your life.

If you don't know Jesus during these times of concern, get on SALVATION’S FREEWAY
--‐‐‐----------------------------------
---------------------------------------
These verses in Romans describe the way to salvation.

Romans 3:23

1} Everyone has sinned.

Romans 6:23

2} The penalty for our sin is death.

Romans 5:8

3} Jesus Christ died for us while we were still sinners.

Romans 10:8-10

4} To be forgiven for our sin, we must believe and declare that Jesus is Lord. Salvation comes through Jesus Christ. Eph. 2:8-10
