Standing on promises

Good Morning, believers of the gospel. How many of you believe God is in control of current events we face today? How many of you believe our society is broken? Have you ever broken anything in your life? Have you ever tried to fix something you broke, only to make it worse than it was before? I've often looked at something I broke and searched for the manual to see if I followed the instructions. Today I would like to focus on how we can have total assurance and security from standing on God’s word and his promises. 

Has anyone ever broken a promise to you? We've heard the phrase, "promises are made to be broken." How important is it to you to keep your promises? Have you ever broken promises to your children? How did they feel when you broke that promise? There's been a phrase spoken this year in our political climate. "Promises made, promises kept." Why are politicians seen as untruthful? Is it because they continue to push policies that they never intend to accomplish? The more someone emphatically says, "I promise," over and over, the greater chance brokenness is not far behind. 

The word promise and broken should never be tied together. In the Bible, God takes oaths and promises very seriously. How many of you remember your wedding vows? How many of you can tell me the amount of words that refer to the phrases, "I solemnly swear, or I promise" in your wedding vows? Without starting a back and forth between husbands and wives, how important were those vows to each of you? Have you honored those vows to each other? God has established his relationship with us by letting us know we can trust his promises.


Do promises seem far away to you? Have you been waiting for something that was promised to you? The word of God tells us that God’s promises are yes and amen! (2 Corinthians 1:20) There is no falsehood in God. He is forever faithful. You can take him at his word. There are people in many nations that exhibit this promise of trust that hold them accountable to one another. In 2 Corinthians, Paul did not have to defend himself concerning his scheduled visits. Paul spoke of God’s faithfulness and that his promises are always fulfilled. His son, Jesus is the perfect example of this.

All of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Jesus with a powerful, yes! Jesus is someone you can completely trust. He stands faithful and true when you need him. Paul was appointed by Jesus and would be faithful in ministry. When you feel as though people have broken their promise to you, seek out individuals who promise to be truthful in their relationship with you. Sometime ago, I knew a friend who was holding on and waiting for a promise of marriage. She dated the man for 9 years hoping he would one day follow through on his promise to marry her.

Her promise never materialized. All that she had poured into the relationship, time, finances, travel, etc. She felt abandoned and empty inside. She waited for that special day of gathering family and friends and had already picked out her wedding gown. Some might have thought that she was probably wrong to wait that long for someone who was unstable in his promises. In the body of Christ many Christians become frustrated and feel defeated because their needs, wants, expectations, and demands are not immediately met when they accept Christ as Savior. 

I must repeat that God takes the words of promise we speak, and we are held accountable to them. So much that every idle word we speak we will give an account of in his presence. (Matthew 12:36) In Proverbs 20:25, we see the danger of making a promise impulsively and then reconsidering it. God takes promises seriously and requires that they be carried out (Deuteronomy 23:21-23). We often have good intentions when making a promise because we want to show God that we are determined to please him. 

I have broken many promises in my relationship with the Lord. I have however since then learned to wait, pray, and evaluate my decision before making a promise (vow). Read the story of Jephthah in Judges chapter 11 to see the devastating consequences of making rash promises without thinking them through. *Ecclesiastes 5:2 says, “Don’t make rash promises, and don’t be hasty in bringing matters before God.” Scripture records the vows of many men and women. Some of these vows proved to be rash and unwise, and others, though extreme, were kept to the letter by those who made them. 

Let us learn from the examples in God’s Word not to make rash vows. (Dictionary note) Here are just a few names in the bible who made vows: Jacob, Hannah, Saul, David, Ittai, Micaiah, Herod Antipas, and Paul. Your reading assignment is to find out in your Bible what promise they made and whether it was carried out. Do you think Jesus ever broke any promises? In *Matthew 5:33-37, Jesus spoke on the importance of keeping oaths and vows. The people were using sacred language carelessly.

Have you ever heard someone say to you "I swear to God I'm going to fix your sink.”? Swearing falsely in God’s name can bring distrust in our relationships. Jesus told the people that simply a person's word should be enough. Are you a person of your word? Is your word trustworthy? In the business world, people depend on the word of a company to accomplish a specific task. When people always use the words "I promise" at the end of their sentence, you should be cautious that their actions won't be carried out. My neighbor tells me she hates it when people lie to her.

I told her that lying brakes down trust. Trust is the bond that holds relationships together. When we break promises, trust begins to erode away. My mother would always say, telling the truth will save you less aggravation, than telling lies and breaking your promise. Vows should be used in specific circumstances because contracts need to be solidified to make the agreement stronger and reinforce the language between parties. 

Since it is impossible for God to lie, we can stand on his every word and know that whatever answer he gives us should bring peace and comfort. Jesus told his disciples that he was going away to prepare a place for them. (John 14:1-3) We can look forward to eternal life because Jesus has promised it to all who believe in him. Part of trusting in the Lord is expecting that his promise of strength will help us to rise above life’s distractions and difficulties. The next time you hear someone say, "I swear on my mother's grave," explain to them there is no need to try to elevate an action to gain your trust to their words. 

When they swear on someone's grave, it's like signing their soul to damnation. Swearing on a stack of Bibles, is knowing someday you will have to face God, and you wouldn't want to tell a lie while swearing it was the truth while you are holding your hand on God's word. Just simply tell them "say what you mean and mean what you say." Sometimes individuals will get angry at you simply because you promised to tell the truth. The word promise and faithful go together. 

A man should act out his faithfulness in his marriage without trying to convince his wife with weak explanations. In conclusion, when we hold on to someone we love, we hold on to their words as a validation of how we feel about them. Words have tremendous power of influence.

Some final words with promise.

"Some people don't understand the promises they're making when they make them, but you keep the promise anyway. That's what love is. Love is keeping the promise anyway."

"I know it is a bad thing to break a promise, but I think it's a worse thing to let a promise break you."

Scriptures of encouragement:

Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 21:22; John 5:14-15

Here's a prayer you can pray:

“Father God, thank you for giving me the confidence to boldly approach you in prayer. I am grateful for your guidance and your love for me. In Jesus name I believe your plans for me are good. I decree your promise that you will answer and show me great and mighty things through the Holy Spirit."
