THE OKEY DOKED CHURCH

Some may remember the phrase “okey-do-key.” There are two meanings to the word. In the urban use, you get conned. In the rural use you get okey-do-key, the job will get done. My mom would use this word on us whenever she tried to show us we were being taken advantage of. She would also use the phrase, "took you to the cleaners." Here are some other words you may have heard in your life. (Send me an email with the word that applied in your situation.)

"Being lied to, pull the wool over their eyes, hoodwinked, deception, bamboozled, conned, deceived, deluded, duped, ripped off, flimflammed, hornswoggled, misled, outfoxed, snowed, suckered, worked, tricked out, sandbagged, buffaloed."

It seems like there’s a sham around every corner in our culture today. Remember the phrase “fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame on me.” Abraham Lincoln once said “You can fool all the people some of the time and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time.” In the bible, one such person fell for the "Okey Doke". It was the same man who uttered the words "as for me and my house, we shall serve the Lord". 

He was taught by Moses to lead the people into the promised land. Joshua would face this Okey Doke, but not see it in enough time to prevent the damage. (Joshua 9:1-20) Remember the phrase "keep your friends close and your enemies closer." Because Joshua did not consult God, the Gibeonites were able to sliver in undetected. Sometimes when our spiritual drawbridge is let down, the enemy can come in and reck havoc in the church.

How many women out there have had their heart and affections toyed with and broken in a relationship? There are many stories out there of women having their lives shattered by those who pretended to love them. You can certainly understand why they build walls around their heart to keep from getting hurt again.
No one likes to be taken advantage of. When it happens, people feel used and violated. Many times, they blame themselves.

Many times, those who acted like they cared for Jesus, were trying to trap him in his words to accuse him of wrongdoing. (Please read Mark 11: 27-33) The very religious of Jesus's day would come with a crooked heart. The Pharisees, Scribes, Chief Priests, and Elders would all surround Jesus. They were like a swarm of vultures around a weakened animal. 

They had wanted to trap Jesus concerning John the Baptist. Jesus was great at answering a question with a question. When Jesus knew their trickery, the religious leaders were in a quandary. People sometimes will confront you with bad motives.  They try to ask tricky questions, but they don’t really want answers. Paul told us to give no place to the devil. (Ephesians 4:27) 

People will sometimes try to trick you to generate anger and strife. We should never take joy in turning the tables on those who try to trick us. Rather we should provide truth in a gentle way. Our spiritual lives should be like a well-fortified country. We should see the enemy long before he can carry out his dubious actions against us. Have the Church walls been infiltrated today? 
Has the church been divided over the response to covid-19? Has the church been divided through racial tensions? Are the spiritual advisors to the President close to his ear? Has the enemy come in unaware and sown destructive doctrine? Paul faced this numerous times from different groups. Many times, pastors and leaders may allow the enemy to come in and sow tares in the congregation. (Matthew 13:24-30) 

Every church should have a spiritual watchman on the wall. (2 Kings 9:17) Once the spiritual darkness is allowed to germinate, the result is always the same for every church...... (I Samuel 4:19-22) Ichabod, The Spirit has departed. Now is not the time for the church to go to sleep. Don’t fall for the Okey Doke. Arise!

"In Essentials, Unity; in Non-essentials, Liberty; in all things, Charity," {Love}>♡♡♡<{Lawful}
