The Foothold

Good Morning. This is an awesome time to be a believer in the body of Christ. You should be thrilled as a born again believer to see how God is going to be exalted in this 2020 year. He has already shown himself to be faithful. His light is continuing to shine through the chaos of the day. However, the enemy is continuing his self-inflicted destruction and taking those with him towards the lake of eternal fire. Many of you may have had your summer vacations altered a little this year due to the epidemic. 

I spoke with my neighbor this year about going to the most beautiful places to relax and swim at the beach. She told me she would never go in the water because she couldn't swim. I could only imagine her being in the water kicking and flailing her arms before beginning to sink. Some of you may have experienced this. When you find yourself in the water with someone who can't swim, it can be exhausting on your part to help them out of the water. 

When panic sets in on someone who cannot swim, they will grab, scrape, clutch, scratch, and cling to whatever is in their reach. If all they have is your foot, you better have strong legs and arms to pull them to safety. My message today is on that strong 💪 foothold that Christians should always beware of. We’re told in Ephesians (4:26-27) not to give the devil an opportunity. What does that mean? Satan can carve out the tiniest space in your life.

It’s unnoticeable at first. But he holds on so he can eventually grab more and more. That’s what a foothold is. If an alligator bites someone’s foot and can hold on long enough, he’ll eventually have the entire person. The Greek word (lambánō) describes foothold this way; to lay hold of, seize, take tight hold of, arrest, catch, capture. To overtake, ("aggressively take") properly take hold of exactly, with decisive initiative, to grasp something in a forceful (firm) manner. (figuratively) to apprehend, "making it one's own." 

All Satan wants right now is a tiny foothold in your life. And how does he get a foothold? Any negative emotion can be a start. It may be a tiny portion of your heart. But two or three tiny portions make you an easy target. The Greek word (topos) "place"(verse 27) means a spot (generally in space but limited by occupancy; place, any portion or space marked off, as it were from surrounding space. Don't give an opportunity to him. 

It’s like giving a criminal an opportunity to break into your home by leaving your window open just a little bit. You should never give him a sliver of a chance. We've heard the phrase, "If you give him an inch, he'll take a mile." This is what Satan has done to Halloween 🎃. He has deceived many into thinking there is nothing wrong with participating in this holiday. The Lord gave me two other words the enemy will use against his people. (The body of Christ)

Once the enemy has a foothold, he then looks to take a stronghold in every area where there is light. When nations are in battle against each other, the leaders look at the landscape to carve out the area that will begin to weaken the other side. I've also seen this done in the animal kingdom. Jesus made mention of a strong man who comes into a home to (Mark 3:27) take his goods. (property)

Just as Satan's kingdom cannot stand when divided, Christians must understand that the enemy seeks to come into the church to divide it over its stance on approaching Halloween. The word stronghold in the Greek (oxýrōma) text simply means a fortified military stronghold; a strong-walled fortress. This is what the enemy's plan is to build a strong fortified representation of the Halloween month. He wants to push his spiritual darkness into the light to dilute the gospel during this time. 

However, in 2 Corinthians 10:4, we see that Christians can use God’s mighty weapons as we fight against Satan’s “strongholds.” Christians must choose whose methods to use, God’s or the world’s to combat the Halloween season. The last word the Lord gave me is "choke hold." When I thought of something being choked 💀 it brought a visual picture of hands on the throat. To take anything by the throat means to cut off a life source. 

When Jesus told the story of forgiveness and owing a debt, (Matthew 18:23-35) we see what can happen when one is moved in anger to harm another individual. When animals in the wild go after their pray, they immediately go for the throat to cut off the life-giving air supply. Which then cuts off oxygen to the brain. I have never lived on a farm but have heard stories of how a person will take a chicken and choke and wring its neck. 

The Greek word choke in this passage is (pnigó). It means to "choke, throttle, strangle; drown." The Lord has said that Satan seeks to choke the word (testimony against Halloween by Christains) and drown it during this Halloween month. If he can cut off the spiritual oxygen the church has, he can diminish its effectiveness against his Halloween empire. Ultimately Satan and the spiritual forces surrounding Halloween will be cast into the lake of fire forever. 

The Bible says Jesus would take blow to his heal in battling Satan, (Genesis 3:16) *The phrase “you will strike his heel” refers to Satan’s repeated attempts to defeat Christ during his life on earth. “He will strike your head” foreshadows Satan’s defeat at Christ’s resurrection. A blow to the heel is not deadly, but a blow to the head is. Satan is our enemy. He will do anything he can to get us to follow his evil, deadly path. (*Dictionary note) 

Therefore Christians ✝️ are told to stay away from spiritual forces that will cloud your perception of what is to be avoided. The Holy Spirit gives us discernment into what is not good for us. 👺 (Ephesians 5:10-14) (1 Thessalonians 5:22) (John 1:5). It is important to avoid the “worthless deeds of evil and darkness” (any pleasure or activity that results in sin), but Paul urges us to go even further. He instructs us to expose these deeds because our silence may be interpreted as approval. 

Remember when Paul exposed the woman sorcerer (involved in divination). (Acts 16:16-19) Even though this woman said some good things, If Paul had accepted the demon’s words, he would appear to be linking the Good News with demon-related activities. This applies the same for Christianity ✝️ and Halloween 🎃. God wants people who will take a stand against darkness. Christians must lovingly speak out for what is true and holy during Halloween. 

When people start hearing a lot about ghosts, goblins, and witches, look out! It is this time of the year when the world, or at least the United States, seems to embrace the dark side of Halloween. Halloween falls on October 31 because the ancient Gaelic festival of Samhain, considered the earliest known root of Halloween, occurred on this day, and it also has connections to the Christian holidays of "All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day." 

These holidays came into existence centuries after the Bible was written, and Halloween as we know it today became popular in the 1930s. Some feel strongly that Christians and Halloween should not mix at all, while others believe Christians can participate in the holiday with a clear conscience. While the Bible doesn't mention Halloween specifically, it does, of course, have lots to say about the forces of evil. 

Some Christians will try to make their point that "the pagan origin of something does not determine its cultural current value or worth." What does this statement really imply? Again, I beg to differ. Individuals will always try to gain approval of something by looking at the neutrality of its source. In the old testament, God had 🚫 forbidden the Israelites to engage in occult practices. (Deuteronomy 18:10-14) This includes witchcraft horoscopes, and fortune-telling.

Many people today open doors of spiritual darkness that can cause great harm to themselves and their families. They think having Séances, communicating with spirits, and playing with Ouija Boards is fun and harmless. The trick and treat of Satan is, he never tells you something is bad for you until you feel its destruction (John 10:10). Some years back, a friend of mine took his two daughters to a haunted house event at a local church. He told me he was shaken and 😡 upset by what he saw. 

The church had set up a tunnel that you walk through showing horror pictures, blood, graveyards, and everything concerning death. Near the exit end they have a few pictures of Jesus and a salvation message. I could only explain to him that God doesn’t have to use the worlds darkness to draw people to his light. I believe ⛪ churches that use their buildings as Halloween props are opening themselves up for harm to their sheep. 

Christians can let their light shine during Halloween and yet still abstain from engaging in the practice. In the new testament, the Pharisees and Sadducees accused Jesus of eating with sinners. (Mark 2: 16,17) Many take these passages of scripture to mean that it’s OK to engage in sinful activities since Jesus did it. Jesus gladly associated with sinners because he loved them and because he knew that they needed to hear the gospel message. 

Jesus was not participating in sin, but rather drawing them towards redemption. I do believe there is a place for Christians to allow the light of gospel to shine during the holidays of Halloween. Spiritual discernment must be sought for Christians to be a witness to those who celebrate Halloween. ***Please watch the video to get a greater understanding of the origins of Halloween.


I recall the first pastor whose teaching I sat under in my early years of being a Christian. He would always state his opinions on what people consider gray areas in how Christians should approach sensitive topics. He would always include the Holy Spirit in his discussion. "When in doubt, go without," he would say. The Bible tells us to seek God in all our dealings with whatever society deems as fun or normal. What can be fun to the world, may be harmful to Christians. 

The Holy Spirit reveals things to us in a corporate way and in a personal way. (Philippians 3:15) Sometimes the Holy Spirit will forbid Christians to participate in activities he knows will harm them spiritually. There are places the Lord will forbid me to go but may allow you to go. Only the high priest could enter the Holy place once a year to atone for the sins of the entire Israelite nation. This was the only day the high priest could enter the "Most Holy Place," the innermost room of the Tabernacle.

If anyone else would have tried to enter, they would die. I passionately believe Christians should not completely ignore Halloween, but let their light shine around it as to expose the darkness that it lives in. We all should be wise enough to understand that candy in of itself is not bad. A costume hanging in the closet is not in itself evil. Just as money by itself is not bad, it’s the love of money that opens the door to all kinds of evil and destruction. 

The key word or phrase in my previous sentence is "opening the door." In the spiritual realm, people unknowingly open doors to evil entrapment every day. That's why the bible tells us to avoid appearances of darkness. Halloween is a holiday that Satan enjoys because there are many inroads he uses to invade people and families during the month of October. When I was growing up Halloween was celebrated only on October 31st. Today the country starts the holiday at the 1st day of October. 

The entertainment industry starts rolling out the horror movies. The retail stores love the lucrative money that pours in. Halloween has become a billion-dollar industry in the United States. Americans are projected to spend $9 billion this year on Halloween-related items. So, in the spiritual world Satan gets to strut his darkness around deceiving many to think its harmless fun. Well, I would beg to differ. When I grew up, we could trick or treat in my neighborhood without parental protection. 

Today, parents must go with their kids and watch their every move. There is also an increase in criminal activity during the month of Halloween. Many report vandalisms of property. My daughter loves cats. She had a black cat named "Midnight." She gave it the name because it was a black cat. It was given to her by my neighbor. My daughter would let it go outside at times. During the Halloween week, she would bring it indoors because she knew there were individuals who did horrible things to cats during Halloween. 

I used to visit and support a lady in West Deer Twp. She took care of many abandoned stray cats. She would always ask me to pray for her and her business. Many times, I saw cats that had been abused and beaten during the Halloween season. So, when people say Halloween is not so bad. They should look and listen to the horrible things that go on during this holiday. Here are some statements made from Christians who did not have children, but would approach it this way if they did.

👉“If I did have children, I would focus on teaching my kids ways they can take advantage of secular holidays like Halloween to be a genuine witness for Jesus Christ, a light in a dark world. Above all, Christians should follow the Holy Spirits leading around the holiday. “Some aspects of Halloween, the partying, the demonization of the holiday, the darkness, are not appropriate for Christians,”

👉“Halloween certainly isn’t improving the American mind, but it sure is making someone a lot of money. When the power of darkness gets into a holiday, money through greed is not far behind. Halloween can trap a child into unseen forces some parents may not observe."

We should be thinking of creative ways to seize this opportunity for developing new relationships and sharing Jesus Christ during this time. Remember when Elijah ran from Jezebel, he had all the power of God and his light backing him, and yet ran and hid in a cave. We shouldn't run from the darkness, or evil of Halloween but rather take our light to it and expose it. None of this stuff, the scary and death things of Halloween have any effect on the truth. God’s truth stands like a pillar that cannot be crumbled by the occultic practices of Halloween.

🤎 Guard your heart! Protect it as you would a gold mine, because it really is!


"Please order and read the Chick Publications booklet "The 🐫 camel in the tent" to see how Satan slowly pushes his evil doctrinal plans against the church."

Scriptures to read: 📖  Psalms 9:1; 19:14; Proverbs 4:23; (***Ephesians 4:26-27)

"Don't forget, Halloween is followed by the International Day of Prayer."

"Keep praying saints."
