“PICK A GOD, ANY GOD”
{Acts 17:15-34}

What are you looking for today? Many people wake up searching for that special something or someone in their life. Fulfillment for some involves an exhausting search for love, happiness, security, etc. People look for that one place that will fill all their dreams. Trying to fill every emotion, every material desire can still leave you empty. You continue to crave more to fill the void. The same applies to the spiritual void. We search for spiritual fulfillment but again, we come up empty. 

Have you ever looked for something in your home and asked those whom you love to help you find what you're looking for? I recall my mother helping me find something I had lost. It appears she had this magnificent ability to locate something in mere seconds that took me hours to find. I remember hearing her words, "it's right under your nose!" That's as close as you can get to finding something that's missing. Our searching of God is the same way. 

Many people search and look for God in places they will never find him. Jesus came right under their nose, and they were too blinded to see him. Many told others "come see, we have found the Messiah". The people involved around the woman at the well became believers because they believed what Jesus said. The bible clearly tells us he is not far from us. (Acts 17:24-28) In our searching for truth, we don't have to run all over the world to find it. He's as close as your next heartbeat.

The problem is, Satan has put out counterfeit religions all over the earth. It started from the moment he said the words, "did God say" (Genesis 3:1-2) Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? That lie long ago has been spread to every false god and false religions today. Many ask the question, "aren't all religions the same?" "Isn't there many ways to get to the same God?" Some people believe you can get to the same destination, using a different route. 

The problem with that irrational thinking is, God determines the way of it, the truth of it, and life of it through his son Jesus Christ. God is revealed in his creation and is close to every one of us. He is not trapped in his creation, he is transcendent. God is the Creator, not the creation. We can't dictate to God how we want to shape him to fit our religious beliefs. Paul understood this when he met the people of Athens. (Acts 17:15-34) Paul was upset and troubled in spirit when he saw all the gods and Idols the people had set up.

Athens, with its magnificent buildings and many gods, was a center for Greek culture, philosophy, and education. Philosophers and other educated people were always ready to hear something new, (To gulp up anything in their spiritual empty vessels.)
Though highly educated, the Athenians were ignorant of the one true God. How many people have you met that are extremely intelligent, but seems as though they have no common sense? Many try to gain a knowledge about God without knowing the author of whom they seek. 

Seeing people spiritually lost, blinded by Satan, (2 Corinthians 4:4) and trapped in pagan cultures, should cause us to let his light shine before them. When Paul began to speak to them (the Stoics and the Epicureans) they thought he was some babbling person. Some say people talk just to hear themselves talk. But Paul spoke in the power of the Holy Spirit. (who is not a babbler) The Stoics cared about virtuous behavior and living according to nature, while the Epicureans were all about avoiding pain and seeking natural and necessary pleasure. 

We run into all kinds of people every day with thoughts on life, nature, science, etc. I recall watching an episode of “Sanford and Son" in which Fred and Lamont were taking a flight to pay their respect to a relative who died. Fred was afraid to travel through air flight. Upon entering the Walk-Through Metal Detectors, the security card stopped Fred because he had something in his pocket. Here's what Lemont found in his pocket; 

A crucifix, A St. Christopher's medal, A Star of David, A Crescent of Islam, a Buddha, And a mojo. Lamont asked Fred "what do you need all these things for?" Fred said to him he needed flight insurance. "You see, down here on the ground I'm a Baptist, but up there I ain't takin' no chances." I know that made a lot of us laugh, but when held up to the light of truth, (Jesus) none of those religiosity ideas on this necklace would have saved him. Even using a denominational name on the door of your church will not save you. 

Some would immediately argue and say, "I thought Christians except the crucifix"? We certainly except what it means. Frankly, it's not what you wear around your neck, but who you have in your heart that saves you from danger. All Fred needed was the one true God. The word of God tells us we are to have no other gods before him. (Exodus 20:3) We are to love God with all our heart, soul, and strength. God is jealous for our love for him. 

Many strong loving marriages are filled with jealousy when infidelity invades the marriage relationship. Imagine how God's heart felt when the people replaced his love & care of them with a golden calf. The people had corrupted themselves. As in the marriage relationship, God was justifiably angry. There are many scriptures that warn us about false teachers, doctrines, and false Christ. (Antichrist) I John tells us to test every spirit. (I John 4:1-4) Please read the drop-down page on Christianity vs Cults.) 

Do we as Christians reveal truth to those running after false gods? Allow yourself to be a living breathing epistle, read by everyone who meets you. (2 Corinthians 3:2) Be an example by: 1) building a case for the one true God, sharing the words of Jesus with them. Many people know about God but may not know God. Discuss with them what they believe. 2) Begin to establish a common ground of what you both agree on. The Holy Spirit begins to remove scales off those eyes in the heart that are blinded to the truth. 3) Stay on the message and story about Jesus. 

Each false religion has a skewed view of who Jesus is. Share with them the resurrection story. Remember, Jesus said he was "the way, the truth, and the life." None one can attain eternal life unless they go through him. Some of these religions have their own books and how they portray Jesus. Here is just a sample: Christianity (Bible), Islam (Quran), Judaism (Tanakh) and Baha'i (the Writings of Baha’u’llah) and Sikhism (The Guru Granth Sahib - the writings of the gurus). Mormons (The book of Mormonism) Catholicism (Catholic doctrine)

Paul’s speech received a mixed reaction. Some laughed, some wanted more information, and a few believed. God is always moving in people’s hearts, nudging them closer to accepting his gift of salvation. Even if only a few believe based on your witness, it’s worth the effort. Finally, how do you evaluate sermons and teachings? Do you make appointments with leaders to find out what their belief statement is? How often do you sit quietly and read your bible, to ask God to reveal this truth to you in a real personal way? 

Always compare what you hear with what the Bible says. If you want to hear God speak to you, you must receive it from the author. God will reveal himself to you in a real living way.
