FATHER’S DAY TRIBUTE/ THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN

What a tremendous time we live in today. With colleges & schools being shut down, graduations being canceled, how is the family structure staying solidly together? What plan do Father's and males have during this time? How will Father's be celebrated on Father's Day? Their efforts to hold it all together is why this may be the greatest Father's Day ever. Have you fathers ever taken the family on an amusement park trip? The memories that are captured, the smiles that are forever etched in your mind. 

Do you remember the movie “National Lampoon's Vacation starring Chevy Chase?” He plans a cross country trip to Wally World. His wife wants to fly, but Clark insists on driving, so he can bond with his family. During the family's travels, they experience numerous mishaps. Most dads should get an "A" for effort, even though we blow it often. Some of you have visited Kennywood Park to ride the roller coasters. When you are a parent in the park, you are mindful of everything that involves your children. 

One such occurrence happened when I took my daughter on the Thunderbolt. When you get on a coaster, you must know the Nascar like turns and how they apply to the seating arrangement. That first drop on the Thunderbolt has a lot of centrifugal force around that first curve. I recall a man and his son sitting in front of us. They seemed to be having a great time, but as the coaster went down the hill the father's weight pinned his son against the seat. 

After the ride was over, his son was crying a bit and holding his side. The father had forgotten the seating arrangement. Sometimes in making life as joyful as we can as parents, we still also can hurt those who we love. Father's will never be perfect, but these gifts that God has given us must be nurtured into our children. I recall the Ministry God opened for me to take teens to Cedar Point every year. Some of these children didn't have a male relationship in their lives.

What a blessing it is to be born as a male by God's perfect design for manhood. When God created males he said it was good.(Genesis 1:26-31) God has given those he chose to be males a high standard and accountability to walk in an ordained order which he has set. Why do think Satan would go after Eve to tempt her to disobey God and not Adam first? The serpent, Satan, tempted Eve by getting her to doubt God’s word and then his goodness. 

Afterwards the blame game started. When God asked Adam about his sin, Adam blamed Eve. Then Eve blamed the serpent. Even after all this took place, God's headship order has not changed. We still celebrate Father's Day to show that father's and males are to be honored for just being what God intended for them to be. With Satan using all his tricks to degrade man through emasculation, which means to deprive (a man) of his male role or identity, God has continued to use men to represent his son on the earth. 

No one can refute that Jesus was a man among men. Jesus never had any biological children, but Jesus showed perfect love to those he adopted as his own. As our Nation sways under the attack from a virus that strikes within, to civil unrest that strikes outwardly, it's great to see men stepping up to love those around them and to follow God's guidance. When we dad's blow it, we really blow it. 

It would be a lot easier to talk about "good dads" in the Bible, rather than the "bad dads," because there were a lot of bad dads, but very few good ones. We must realize that all of us, as father's, make mistakes with our children as they grow up. There are things we wish we had done or hadn't done; things we wish we had said or didn't say. 

However, if we seek to follow God with all of our heart, and follow God's Biblical principles for raising our children, here is a promise I believe we should hold on to:  (Prov 22:6) A few other examples many point to as "good fathers" are: Joseph (step-father of Jesus) and Zechariah (father of John the Baptist). There are many biblical examples of a strong man in the bible. In Matthew (12:25-30) Jesus told the
parable of the strong man, fully armed, guards his own dwelling, his goods are safe. But when someone stronger attacks him and overcomes him, he takes from him his whole armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoils.

When a man is given the description Man of God, that is a biblical title of respect applied to prophets and beloved religious leaders. The term appears 78 times in 72 verses of the Bible. So, what does the Lord require of men and males? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8) This will lead to good steps for men everywhere. “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord. (Psalm 37:23) God has given directions as to the way his men should walk in this world. 

God's Word is the road map for all men. 
So, the conclusion is this: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. (Ecclesiastes 12:13)

Men, may you be honored, served, and pampered this Father's Day!

*Please let me know what you think of the videos.
