Sealed for eternity

Recently, myself and my neighbor were chatting about gardening. I asked her whether her grapevine had produced any grapes. She began to tell me how she used to pick her grapes to make jam and store them in mason jars. First, she washes the jam jar, sterilizing it of every trace of bacteria. Then she would pour the jam and other recipe ideas in the clean jar. Then she would seal the jar so that no new bacteria can enter in to contaminate the contents. 

Then the jam is preserved for the day she would open the jar to enjoy the delicious jam. It is the same thing that God has done for us. I told her how great tasting jam preserves are but trying to get the jars opened was difficult. I'm sure many of you have experienced trying to open something that was sealed tight. I've used the hot water method, the tapping on the lid with a butter knife, Etc. 

After trying all methods to opening it, it’s kind of embarrassing if someone is standing next to you and seems to open it with one twist. (Smile) Today they have great vacuum sealers to keep fruit and meats fresh for lengthy periods. In the bible this same method is applied to all who are born again believers. Christians are preserved while living in a society full of corruption. We are pilgrims being watched over as we pass through this life to our real home. (Hebrews 11:13)

When food is left out, it doesn't take very long for it to spoil. God keeps his children from evil that would spoil their relationship with him. Last week I wrote about being made over the way God intended us to be. God completely takes care of us when we give our lives completely to him. I love the song "Blessed assurance" because it reveals a personal story of our lives in Christ. We have this assurance that Jesus will never leave us or forsake us.

He also gives us a story to tell others about our relationship with him. When we are assured with something, it brings relief and calmness. It’s like having your first car covered with bumper to bumper warranty insurance coverage. When Jesus enters a life, he covers the whole of that person. Last week I wrote of the inward process that takes place. However, God is thorough because he then protects the outward. 

When you purchased your new car, it had that new car smell and you kept it clean on the inside, but after many days the elements from the outside, rain, snow, etc. made it look dull. When it’s time to clean your car, many will simply hose it down and dry it off. But if you want that special shine, you can take it to a professional to detail your vehicle inside and outside. They will give your vehicle a professional sealant that gives your car a beautiful radiant shine. 

When something is sealed it has a delible mark. In Paul’s day seals were used in at least four ways. First, seals were sometimes put on letters to guarantee that it was genuine and that it was written by who it claimed to be written by (1 Kings 21:8; Esther 8:8). Kings might seal their letters with a signet ring. We do something similar when we get a document notarized. Again, we do this with our possessions today all the time. 

We write our names in our books, or on our kid’s clothes when they go to camp. Ranchers brand their cattle. They are placing a mark on it to show ownership. My daughter works for the postal service. They sometimes will seal and secure a package for the customer much better than the customer originally intended. God works on us through the same process. When someone believes, they are sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13) (2 Corinthians 1:21,22) 

Here the Greek meaning is explained "(1) to set a seal upon, mark with a seal, to seal for security from Satan. So, Paul says here that God has placed a seal upon us as well. It is to guarantee that we are genuine, it shows ownership, who we belong to, it shows that we are approved, and it provides us with protection and security.  When Jesus spoke about leaving his disciples sadness had filled their hearts. (John 16:5-8) The disciples were concerned what would happen to themselves. 

Jesus reassured them that when he left, he would send them the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ presence on earth was limited to one place at a time, but his leaving meant he could be present to the whole world through the Holy Spirit. God gives the Holy Spirit to us as a guarantee confirming that we belong to him and that he will do what he has promised. The presence of the Holy Spirit is like a down payment, a deposit, a validating signature that we belong to God.

When we see lives emotionally broken from the chaos in our nation, it should move our hearts to introduce them to Jesus. Only Jesus can fix the life that has been destroyed through addictions, abuses, fears, and hopelessness. When the human life is open to evil, it resembles an unsealed unprotected package of food. Have you ever left something out that was supposed to be refrigerated? You just want to get rid of it quickly. 

The people of Israel went through this process when they failed to obey God when he fed them manna in the wilderness. (Exodus 16:14-20) Satan comes to destroy the human life the same way.... from within. (John 10:10) Jesus, however, comes to give new life from within. The Holy Spirit will abide with us forever. (John 14:16) When you are living with someone for a lengthy period, you begin to take on some of their characteristics. 

When we live with the Holy Spirit, we begin to have a Christlikeness character. His working in us demonstrates the genuineness of our faith, proves that we are God’s children, and secures eternal life for us. His power transforms us daily to reflect Christ in our lives. This maturing process is called sanctification. The process of sanctification is a lifelong building endeavor that produces spiritual fruit for the world to see. 

Pray that God gives you a willing heart to have cooperation with the Holy Spirit. We must know that he is gentle and that we should not grieve him. (Ephesians 4:30) God always wants to build us as strong pillars in the body of believers. (Acts 20:32) While we are on this earth, God is preparing his believers for their real home to come. His work in our lives today assures us that the transformation process for our new bodies will be thoroughly completed when we see Christ face-to-face. (2 Corinthians 5:5);


(Philippians 1:6) Only God has the power to keep and preserve us until we are revealed to him in glory. Only Jesus has the power to open any seal that belongs to him. If you’re an authentic believer, you can rest in the peace of God. Encourage one another during these challenging times. 

A prayer for the believer in Christ: "Lord,  I praise and glorify Your holy name for the immeasurable riches that have been bestowed on me, at Christ's expense, and that You have placed Your seal of ownership on me so that none can pluck me out of Your hands. Make this truth be made known to your children. In Jesus name, Amen."
