At the root of your sentence

With the epidemic still fresh on the minds of people, some things have kept us active these summer days. While many were focused on keeping their hands and homes spotless from germs and viruses, the outside work of caring for our yards continues. Some of you have an excellent green thumb when it comes to having a pristine yard & garden.  I never was really involved in upscale landscaping. 

I admire those in the field of landscaping. I’ve seen professional landscapers turn yards into works of art. Just as we face issues inside the home, problems can happen outside also. I faced such a problem in an 8 feet area in my yard. I had some bamboo stalks that grew about 6 or 8 feet and provided privacy between myself and my neighbors. One day I decided to cut everything down. 

That worked well for a while, but I noticed these bamboo plants were extremely hardy and grew back very quickly. So, I went to the next plan, just remove them from the roots. This is where the struggles began. Not knowing a lot about this root and how to remove them left me a little frustrated. I tried everything possible to remove them. First, I tried using a shovel to break up the roots. 

Second, I purchased a corded electric cultivator to break up the roots. Third, a friend I know laid down some lawn scape fabric to block the sunlight. After waiting a few weeks, I noticed that some bamboo continued to grow back. By this time, I was ready to give up and let the bamboo win the battle. For some time, I had just decided to live with defeat. 

One day I was outside and asked my neighbor what the best solution would be to get rid of this thing. By this time, the plants had grown large again. I had to cut them down again to the ground. My neighbor suggested I try gasoline to kill the roots. I purchased a five dollar can and poured it all over the roots. Again, I waited and thought this time I know the roots will die.

 It took a few months but to my chagrin, the plant came back again. During this time other neighbors had saw me outside and decided to help me try to cut out the roots with pic and shovels. One of my neighbors was 82 years old. It felt great to see people come to help when I faced something bigger than myself. After all the digging, another neighbor suggested pouring winter salt rock on the roots. 

That lasted only a little while. Finally, a neighbor poured some round-up on the roots. I shared with her the dangers of using that weed killer. Many people allegedly have contracted cancers from handling round- up. I gave her the ok, but I refused to use it. To my surprise it seems to have worked. I haven't seen any new growth since it was applied. From beginning to end this project took approximately 2 to 3 years to rid myself of this bamboo. 

That’s what can happen to our hearts living with unforgiveness. Many people have bitter roots of unforgiveness that linger for years. It doesn’t matter where people are from, where they live, what kind of cultural background they grew up in, or what level of society they belong to; bitterness and unforgiveness grow in human hearts everywhere, for they are universal in their scope of evil influence.

 Let me stress this point to you because it’s so important: If you permit bitterness and unforgiveness to grow in your life, it won’t be long until these attitudes have killed your joy, stolen your peace, and canceled out your spiritual life!  It’s the same way I felt about my yard. I was willing to live with this ugly dilemma. You can tell when people harbor unforgiveness because they will voice it repeatedly. 

Peace and unforgiveness do not live together. (Hebrews 12:14,15) Unforgiveness shackles you to the person who hurt you. It binds you to pain and an unhealthy life. Forgiveness sets you free from that bondage. Some of you may remember the tragedy at the Amish School in 2006. Here’s a statement written by someone close to the community. "What would you or I do if we had been the mother of a child who had been murdered at the Old Order Amish West Nickel Mines School? 

I might have responded with bitterness or a desire for vengeance. But one mother shocked the world by joining others in her community in forgiving the murderer and extending grace to his family. To make it real, she attended his funeral and sent meals and flowers to his widow." Where does a mother get the grace and courage to do something like that? 

At the foot of the cross of the extraordinary man who said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). When we choose to forgive, we release a person from his indebtedness to us. We relinquish the right to seek personal revenge. We choose to say we will not hold his wrongdoing against him. We can easily ask God for forgiveness for ourselves but then hang on to grudges toward others who are difficult to forgive. 

When the Lord laid this on my heart, I knew this message started with me. God never wants us to harbor bitterness in our hearts toward anyone. Many family members have held on to bitter disputes that last for decades. I'm sure everyone in this country has experienced unforgiveness or knew someone whose life was hurt by it. The Bible has quite a bit to say about forgiveness and unforgiveness. 

Jesus shared many examples of true love and forgiveness. One of the most powerful examples is found in (Matthew 18:21-35) Jesus made it quite clear what happens when we refuse to forgive. (Matthew 6:14,15) Jesus spoke about this with his disciples when they asked him how often should we forgive.
(Luke 17:1-6) There is always the risk that he or she will hurt us again.

Some people have been hurt so many times that they are reluctant to forgive.  Forgiving once is already a challenge for most people. But to forgive someone seven times in one day almost sounds impossible to many people. Each time we say no to forgiveness, it causes our heart to be more hardened. Like a can of unopened Play-Doh. 

Remember what happened to the heart of Pharaoh? (Exodus 11:1-6) Resentment can bring pain on ourselves and those who love us. Though forgiveness is often difficult, to be unforgiving is to disobey God and to depreciate the greatness of His gift. Jesus spoke of the Sycamine tree for a reason. When doing your research, look at the life and history of this tree. 

Jesus lets us know that like the sycamine fruit, the fruit of bitterness and unforgiveness is bitter, tart, and pungent. Like the fig, most people who are bitter and filled with unforgiveness chew on their feelings for a long time. No wonder Jesus used this tree as an example of bitterness and unforgiveness! It’s probably safe to say that I could do a whole series for months on the topic of unforgiveness. 

Unforgiveness is like drinking poison yourself and waiting for the other person to die. It’s not hurting the one you’re holding a grudge against, it’s hurting you. I've seen unforgiveness between siblings that last like a raging forest fire. All that's left is the ash of resentment. You can't receive the blessings of God when you allow unforgiveness to block that blessing.

 I don’t want to live in New Kensington “grudge-holding land” because God doesn't live there. (2 Corinthians 2:5-11)  warns that unforgiveness can be an opening for Satan to derail us. I'm sure many of you are tired of carrying the bitterness towards someone who have wronged you. Many have said to me "you don't know what they did to me." Many broken marriages have led to those uttering the words "I'll never forgive him or her". 

God understands your pain. He wants you to unload that pain so you can be free to live, love, and smile again. Forgiveness is a process. A choice you must make over and over every day until your free of the hurt. Time and again, Scripture calls us to forgive one another. (Ephesians 4:32) Because God has forgiven all our sins, we must not withhold forgiveness from others. 

As we realize how completely Jesus has forgiven us, it should produce a grateful flood of forgiveness toward others. When we don’t forgive others, we are setting ourselves above Jesus’ law of love. So, what has unforgiveness done to you?
What is your desire today, friend? Do you genuinely wish to be free from the bitterness, unforgiveness, and offense that has grown in your soul for so long? 

Are you ready to rip those destructive roots clear out of your heart so they won’t be able to resurface in your life again? Are you tired of those detrimental attitudes killing your joy, stealing your peace, and destroying your spiritual life? 

You can pray this prayer right now:

"Father, please give me grace to forgive even as I have been forgiven. As I do, please fill me with your peace." In Jesus name, Amen.

“Uproot yourself and be free”
