WHAT IS THE PLAN?
“It is never a good idea to try and outwit God! The Lord works out everything for his own ends” (Proverbs 16:4)

Have you ever seen corporate companies just run out and try to put together a project before having any board meetings? There is always intense behind the scenes thoughts before the project is rolled out. I never reached the world of engineering, but I've always been fascinated by how engineering projects turn out. I recall the first time I saw the Dallas Cowboys new football palace. 
(AT&T) Broke ground September 20, 2005 Opened May 27, 2009 Construction cost $1.3 billion. What a beautiful structure to behold. Imagine all the manpower involved in its construction. Of course, there were days and hours in some room where all the minds came together to make this plan a reality. 
Sometimes engineering feats come with flaws. Before the stadium had even begun to be built, the property was being occupied by homes, apartments, and motels. People drifted in and out of these buildings either by travel, migration, or death. Not to mention the people who were essentially forced out of their houses to have them demolished to create parking lots.
 I recall watching a Dallas game on television and watched as the punter was preparing to kick the ball. The other team was ready to receive the punt, but it never really went down field because the football hit this massive tv screen hanging from the stadium. It's the biggest HD tv in the world. In Dallas, Jerry's world, as they call it is doing simply fine. 
However, sometimes planning can have blunders in them that do not affect the overall outcome of the plan being implemented. During the construction of the then Cowboys Stadium, several workers accidentally died on the job site. One electrician immediately died after touching a high-voltage power line. The following year two more workers died when they slipped and fell from an upper portion of the stadium roof to a lower section. 
Anytime there is loss of life in planning, it leaves pain in the process. Safety is always at the front in industrial work. At my employer, ATI always had signs about safety everywhere. They also instructed us to look out for fellow workers. 

***Almost everyone makes plans. If you have a diary, or make lists, you are a planner. We make plans about how to spend our evenings, our weekends, or our holidays. Some people plan how many children they are going to have; they make plans for their education. We need to plan our finances and our giving. Individuals have plans. Businesses have plans. Churches should have plans. 
How has the church, the body of Christ been planning around the covid-19 epidemic? Many voices from church leaders all over the country have stood for gathering themselves together in defiance of government regulations. Some churches have planned social meeting online. Some churches have drive-in church services. 
Which is the right plan? I recently wrote a message entitled "Laws, Laws, Laws." It can be found on word at the bottom page. In countries where Christians are not allowed to speak or read the bible, they risk their lives every day just to read or say the words of Jesus. Jesus said man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word from the mouth of God. (Matthew 4:4) 
For me, it’s easy to understand why some pastors are speaking out and why some are following the laws of government. I simply believe both can be done. When the government gives latitude to businesses they deem as essentials, such as people gathering for liquor, and for weed consumption, or for allowing mothers to take their children for abortions, this is excepted as essential. Isn’t it puzzling that they feel these individuals and businesses are wise enough to follow CDC guidelines, but the church leadership is not coherent enough for their congregation? 
Doesn’t God’s word tell us that “the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” {I Cor. 1:25-28} Does Christianity oppose rational thinking? Christians clearly believe in using their minds to weigh evidence and make wise choices. What is God saying to you today?
 I've seen large numbers of people at Giant Eagle touching everything and pulling mask up and down. I've seen people pull their mask from their pocket with work clothes on. As Christians, it's ok to protect freedoms that we deem sacred to us. Remember when Uzzah put out his hand to keep the ark from falling? (2 Samuel 6:6,7) There was a pause and reflection of what happened. 
God always provides instruction in great detail. Noah's ark was a process that involved consulting God, confiding in God, and cooperating with God. This is not a time for the church to be passive or fatalistic, but rather it is an encouragement that you can rest assured that God is in ultimate control during this epidemic. 
The church need not be frozen in a state of indecision. God has good plans for his church. (Jeremiah 29:11; Romans 12:2; Ephesians 2:10) Just continue to watch and pray. He will be glorified once again.

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. 
(Proverbs 16:1,3).

A prayer of planning: "Lord, thank you that you are the sovereign Lord and that you control the events of history. Forgive me, Lord, for the times when I have perhaps known I am on the wrong path but have tried to manipulate events. Help me always to stay in line with your plans. May my plans be your plans, and may these plans succeed."


Recap words:

1.God’s plans 2. Our plans

1) Consult - seek information or advice from (someone with expertise in a particular area. 
Isaiah 30:1,2; Proverbs 15:33
*Saul failed to consult the right source. (Read I Samuel 28)

2) Confide- trust (someone) enough to tell them of a secret or private matter. to impart secrets trustfully; discuss private matters or problems. 
Psalm 25:2; Proverbs 3:5,6; Nahum 1:7; Acts 14:3, 

3) Cooperate- work jointly toward the same end. let us reason together. Isaiah 1:18; Psalm 133:1-3
Romans 12:16 *Read Nehemiah 4:6
