The new wardrobe

Good morning church, praise God! I pray everyone had a blessed Christmas, and that the Lord was included in their gathering. Lord, you are the good shepherd, let us rest in your provision. You are the resurrection and the life, let us find true life and victory in you, amen. What is coming in the year 2021? Many thoughts immediately go to "how will COVID-19 affect our lives in 2021?" Many of you are hoping that we will be able to return to some sense of normalcy. 

The new normal will continue to be the way many of you will approach 2021. Have your plans changed for what you hope to accomplish? Have you thought about your new year's resolutions? What does the word Resolution mean to you for 2021? Are they less important because of COVID-19? People naturally want to feel as though, looking ahead, they hope to make changes for the better. To make a resolution means to make a firm decision to do or not to do something. 

I've never been one to make resolutions because I always approached obstacles one day at a time. I believe having goals to reach are fine, but we shouldn't set strict limits on reaching those goals. There are always ups and downs in trying to set lofty outlandish goals. Guilt is something you don't want to carry in the new year. Has this approaching new year given you new hopes? From Christmas time through the new year, you typically see people with new things. 

We go from the season of giving to the new year of showing. In this time of COVID-19, have you seen how fast manufacturing companies have come out with different mask? People are trying to look stylish as they wear them. Even in a pandemic people still want to impress. I grew up in a family of nine individuals. It was great to see my siblings wear their new clothes after the Christmas holiday. We were a family that loved to get dressed up. My first experience of this started with my parents. 

I could usually tell when my parents were going someplace special. They would come downstairs and the "oohs and aahs" would be expressed on how nice they looked. Afterwards we would ask them where they are going. After they would lay down the house rules, they would tell us they were going to "di y ditty." They also would tell us "none ya." Seeing how well dressed up they were, we were curious about where they were going. 

My mom would explain that "di y ditty" word as "it ain't no town and it ain't no city," followed by the words "none ya", meaning none of your business. I didn't find out later that "di y ditty" was a place called the cabaret. The new clothes they had on made them look different to me. My mom and dad seemed to have a confidence about them just for having on new clothes. I saw this confidence spread to my sisters and brothers. I have four of the most beautiful sisters God could give a brother. 

I saw them put on their new clothes, new shoes, new hair styles, makeup, and new coats. My brothers were GQ at their best. Growing up hosting house parties, we all wanted to look our best. We've all heard the phrase "dress to impress." We see it every day in the culture of life. Every day people are trying to be like the Jones's. Hollywood has their red carpet roll out of how movie stars look in their new clothes. There are many beautiful things associated with the word "new." 

Seeing a new baby for the first time, seeing someone purchase a new home, seeing a new bride walking down the aisle, etc. New things just keep coming. "Pastor, are you against new things?" "On the contrary, I embrace them." I've always told individuals, there's nothing wrong with having something, if you don't allow that something to have you. You see, things in life are fleeting and temporary. You have them for a while and then they are worn out, old, and outdated. 

Some people have an abundance of wardrobe in their closet. My mother used to work for a wealthy family in their home. They had a large walk-in closet filled with new clothes that still had the price tags on them. Have you ever kept something in your closet longer than intended? Why did you stop wearing that suit, or that dress, or shoes? Some people give hand-me downs to relatives. They say, "clothes make the man." Did you know God is in the business of giving us a new wardrobe? The GQ in God stands for "God's Best Quality." God is always in the business of making things new. 

Did you know heaven can never get old? We use the phrase "out with the old in with the new." It’s a process we keep repeating over and over. When God makes things new, it stays new! Some may think "wait a minute pastor, the earth gets old, animals get old, plants get old." I would say "your right." But the problem is, man chose and brought these things into existence when he gave into the sin nature. 

However, the new wardrobe I'm referring to involves the new life that Christ gives us when we open our hearts to him and make him Lord over it. Some of you have had your clothes tailor made. How is this process done? When you go to a tailor, you are measured for an outfit specifically tailored for your type body. It's made only for you. The wardrobe Jesus has for you is only for you. There are steps you must take to gain this once in a lifetime decision. 

You must make yourself available on this side of life. There are no new wardrobes for people who leave this earth with earthly dead clothes. Let's look at these steps more closely to achieving your new spiritual wardrobe. First, the appointment has already been made for you (Revelation 3:20). Jesus is already looking for you (Luke 19:1-10). He wants to remove those worn-out dead clothes with some sparkling new living clothes. 

Before a bride gets married, someone may give her something new, something old, something borrowed, something blue. Well, Jesus only offers the new! Before Adam and Eve would spread the seed of death to every living thing, God had already put his plan of making everything new come to fruition. From Genesis to Revelation, God was preparing to bring that new from the old. Sometimes a mother will try to repair an old back pocket on her son's blue jeans by replacing it with a new one. 

When looking closely, you can tell something new was added to the old. Second, as the only spiritual tailor in the world, Jesus has what you need to make you fit (your spiritual wardrobe) for heaven. You must come to Jesus (John 14:6). You will not find this robe anywhere in the world. You will not find it in religion. This robe is a living garment of God. This robe of righteousness is tailored just for you. 

That appointment to receive this eternal robe starts with you turning from sin and turning to God (Romans 10:8-13). From here, God has delivered us from our sins. He remembers no more. (Hebrews 10:17) That robe is what symbolizes us as acceptable and justified. We are no longer guilty before the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:17). We all know the peanut character "Pig Pin" from Charlie Brown. Without mentioning his role on the classic characters, what one word describes "Pig Pin"? Would the word "dirty" fit him? 

This is how we all come into this world. Would it make sense to take "Pig Pin" and put new clothes on him before cleaning him up? Jesus symbolically spoke about this concerning wine skin (Matthew 9:17). Jesus spoke about the old religious system with its rules and tradition. Remember, Jesus did not come to destroy the law but to fulfill it. The moral standards of the law still apply to us today. The high priest in the old testament would wear garments that God instructed (Leviticus 16:1-34).

Aaron spend hours getting ready to meet God. The old Testament sacrifices could not actually remove sins, only cover them. They could not change people, but only point out their sin. Jesus came with something fresh and new. Where is your focus today? On your obedience to God’s law or on the saving work of Jesus Christ? This "new" goes forward from generation to generation. Jesus wants to give you a new way to live. 

Third, when you have been fitted for a new tailored outfit, you eventually must try it on. I realize in the marriage relationship the husband might need a little help with his tie and other matters. God requires that we be the ones who must maintain this spiritual robe we wear daily. God instructs us to "put on." When you wake up, before you put on, you put off the under garments you wore that day. (Ephesians 4:21-32). God's spiritual wardrobe comes with everything we need to defeat the enemy (Ephesians 6:11-18). 

We are told to mortify things we put off (Colossians 3:5). Mortify comes from the Greek word meaning to deaden that is (figuratively) to subdue, be dead mortify, to make dead, to put to death, to slay. Jesus referred to the Pharisees and Sadducees as whitewashed tombs (Matthew 23:27,28). The clothing of the people in Biblical times were made from wool, linen, animal skins, and perhaps silk. The religious leaders were "Pig Pin" cleaned up, but without the soap and water. 

They looked clean but were filthy. Fred Sanford once said, regarding "soap opera's" "I don't why they call them soap operas, they are filthy." When one leaves this earth in death, they are placed in burial garments. These are burial clothes do not stop the natural order of decay. Only the clothes, (garment that God gives you will not deteriorate.) Joshua would need this new garment (Zechariah 3:1-7).

God removes our filthy clothes (sins), and then provides us with fine, new clothes (the righteousness and holiness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21; Revelation 19:8). All we must do is repent and ask God to forgive us. [When Satan tries to make you feel dirty and unworthy, remember that the clean clothes of Christ’s righteousness make you worthy to draw near to God.] So, are you ready for your fitting appointment? In Christ, you take up a new identity and a new nature (Revelation 21:3-7). 

Remember when Jesus took Peter, James, and John and went up the mountain to pray. His countenance changed and his robe was white and glistening (Luke 9:28,29). Why did his robe change? Jesus was in his glorified body. He is the source that brings out the dirt in our old earthly lives. So, have you updated your wardrobe? Have you taken your life to the only one who can give you the new clothes you need to be with Jesus? Jesus does his tailoring work on the inside (2 Samuel 16:7). 

When you read your bible or go to church, where is your focus? Is it your obedience to God’s law (trying to just be good enough) or on the saving work of Jesus Christ? (making him Lord) What about a new life? Are you tired of wearing those clothes of drugs, alcohol, sex, suicide, fear, religion, loneliness, identity failure? This Christmas Jesus is giving out new wardrobes to all who make that spiritual appointment with him. Jesus has created a new family of multiethnic members of faith in him. All believers are one in him.

Don't leave this earth with "Pig Pin" clothes on. Please make your spiritual tailor appointment today. He's waiting to give you that perfect fit.
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