Another man

On this beautiful Sunday in the Lord, I'd like to ask every female a question. If God handed you the man in your life in the form of clay, and told you to mold him into whatever you wanted, what would your mold of him be? Going a step further, if he allowed you to shape his personality to your liking, what would you choose? One of the hardest things for many women to do is to entrust God with their husbands. Is it really okay to try to mold him into who you think he should be?

So, what’s a woman to do? How do we trust God with the development of our men? Trusting God to mold a man isn't always easy, but it is always possible. Have you ever heard the phrase "clothes make the man." Mark Twain spoke this sometime ago. It is a proverb that means that people are judged according to the way they are dressed.  “To dress within the formal limits and with an air gives men, as the Greek line testifies, "The authority.” Many have heard the words "dress to impress." 

For men this is a standard bearer for looking sharp in business ventures so people may take you more seriously and are more likely to listen to what you have to say, when you wear this type of attire. In the animal kingdom, male species will preen and sprout their prowess with beautiful movements to attract their females. How does a male become a man? What are the characteristics to achieving manhood? Who can we look to as an example? 

For all the women who may read this message today, what is a real man? *Here are some things a woman may want from a man: A man who loves us at our worst, not just at our best. A man who understands and accepts basic human needs. A man who admires our strength, in all situations. A man who has an open mind. A real man finds our souls as gorgeous as the body it comes in, so 

when our bodies start to change (as will his) with age, parenthood, etc., He loves us just the same. All women want from a “real man” is a decent human being, who treats us with the same love and respect we give to ourselves.  In a marriage ceremony, the women shall take the man just as he is. Flaws and all. 

The minister may ask the woman, "(her name), "do you take this man to be your husband, to live together in (holy) matrimony, to love him, to honor him, to comfort him, and to keep him in sickness and in health, forsaking all others, for as long as you both shall live?" She knows long before that long walk to the alter what she is getting. 

On the other hand she might not know everything she's getting before uttering those words millions of women have said; "I do" As a man, when you look in the mirror, what kind of man do you see? If we genuinely want to see what a man is, we must look no further than the Holy Bible. God has shown us what a man is and what he is like. 

He's also given us the greatest example for all men to follow and have their life transformed. 

In my sermon today there are 3 men in the Bible I'd like to focus on. The first is King Saul. God had chosen Saul. The king was given great responsibility to lead his people by God’s wisdom and not his own. In his early years as king, Saul was a different person (1 Samuel 10:1-10) as a result of the Holy Spirit’s work on him. The Spirit was given to effect a change in Saul. Saul was changed into another man. Some people believe people can't change, that a leopard can't change his spots. 

However, remember, if God put the spots there, he can also remove them. Saul’s power grew, however, so did his pride. After a while, he refused to seek God. Saul's ending turned out to be worse than his beginning. Saul never allowed the change to reach his heart. God desires that we follow him until we meet our redeemer face to face. The second man I'd like to look at is David. David's calling came from the life of being a shepherd to being King of Israel. God had chosen David after Saul was died. 

Many men can relate to David's failures. The first list of David's accomplishments we all might like to have; the second, qualities are things David did that could easily be true of any one of us. However, the difference between King Saul and King David is one turned away and never looked back, the other cried out to God and repented. The Bible says David was a man after God's own heart. (Acts 13:22) Like his friendship with his friend Jonathan, they were knit together in their hearts. (I Samuel 18:1-3) Also read (Colossians 2:1,2) 

David did not allow his pit falls to define his entire life. When a man seeks after God's heart, he is going to change. The 3rd man is Peter. How many men can relate to Peter? How many of you men think Peter was a coward? He is referred to as "impetuous Peter." He acted at times without giving thought to the task at hand. Jesus knows the heart of every man on earth. 

When Peter had an encounter with Jesus during a day of fishing, in which they had caught nothing, Jesus came to them and instructed them to cast their nets, miraculously the nets were filled with fish. Peter was astounded at this and his first words to Jesus were "depart from me for I am a sinful man." (Luke 5:4-11) Peter new what kind of man he was. Have you ever stood before another man not wanting him to know how broken your life is?

Jesus encouraged Peter by telling him he would be a fisher of men. However, Peter like David had not fallen completely. Jesus told him at the beginning "follow me," and after he denied him, he told him "follow me." Peter often stumbled but Jesus called him the rock on which he would build his church. My last descriptive analysis of following Jesus is about myself. My walk with Jesus has mostly been like spending 24 hours with him at Cedar Point riding the same coaster. 

It’s been up & down. However, in all my riding I never got off the ride and walked out of the park. The ride Jesus wanted me on was the ride that is straight and narrow and leads straight to glory. It’s like the ride he gave Elijah all the way to heaven. (2 Kings 2:11) When our course is over, we are absent from this body and present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:8) Have you ever seen children act like who they admire most? Children love to emulate those who they love most. 

We've heard the phrase "he's a chip off the old block." It’s wonderful to hear successful stories about how young men achieved success by following the one who lead them. Males in the Hollywood industry take on acting roles to portray someone that will help them in their acting career. The acting never translates into realism. Some of you remember the famous NBA legend Michael Jordan. He was involved in a commercial about who you would like to be like when you grow up. 

Here are the lyrics: "Sometimes I dream
That he is me, you’ve got to see that's how I dream to be, I dream I move, I dream I groove. Like Mike, If I could Be Like Mike, Like Mike Oh, if I could Be Like Mike, Be Like Mike, Be Like Mike, Again I try, Just need to fly, For just one day if I could Be that way, I dream I move I dream I groove, Like Mike, If I could Be Like Mike, I wanna be, I wanna be, Like Mike Oh, if I could Be Like Mike." 

If we men only knew, there is only one-man God would have us imitate. In (Ephesians 5:1,2) his word says we should “Be followers of God.” The word “followers” means to “mimic” to be an “imitator.” This is a command for the people of God to imitate Jesus. We are to learn all we can about Jesus, and we are to mimic His characteristics. The same way an actor would study the script to become like the individual in the script. 

Man must believe who God is to being changed into another man: (I Corinthians 2:10-14) “God’s deep secrets” refers to God’s unfathomable nature and his wonderful plan. Jesus’ death and resurrection and to the promise of salvation, revealed by the Holy Spirit only to those who believe that what God says is true. If you desire to be another man, if your life has been wrecked due to the choices you have made, you must come to Jesus. 

You must involve your heart (Romans 10:8-10) Paul decided that Jesus was his ultimate prize to gain. He had forgotten about all his flaws and mistakes in the past. (Philippians 3:13-15) Those who believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection and put their faith in him will know all they need to know to be saved. This knowledge,
however, can’t be grasped by even the wisest people unless they accept God’s message and receive his Spirit. 

All who reject God’s message are fooling themselves about what is real, no matter how wise the world thinks they are.

Here is the issue of all men from the very beginning: THEIR HEART🖤

God makes it clear why we sin—it’s a matter of the heart. Our hearts have been rebellious, sinful, and secretive from the moment we were born. It is easy to fall into the routine of forgetting and forsaking God, but it is our choice whether to continue in sin. We can yield to temptation or we can ask God to help us resist temptation when it comes.

THERE IS A REMEDY FOR MAN'S HEART

Just as there are countless prescriptions for every medical condition known to man, there is one man for the spiritual condition that every man needs. What can soften a man’s hard heart and help him listen to God? The first step involves our minds. Remember that he is our rock, our king, our creator, and our shepherd (Psalm 95:1-7). We have nothing to fear and nothing to lose by following him. The second step involves our hearts. 

God desires to speak to us through his Word and by the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Spiritually, we should open our hearts to him. Every man in the Bible God delt with. Some of you men can relate to Jonah, some Samson, others Gideon, still others Peter. Jesus came to turn you into another man. Jesus is the God-man, fully God and fully human at the same time. He came to earth to die in our place for our sins. Will you listen? Make your morning prayer each day, "Lord, mold me, make me, change me, into the man you want me to be." (Ephesians 2:10)

Carry these lyrics in your heart.
"Put your hand in the hand of the man
Who stilled the water
Put your hand in the hand of the man
Who calmed the sea
Take a look at yourself
And you can look at others differently
Put your hand in the hand of the man
From Galilee."



* Source from Ms. Chrissa
