The anchor that holds

Good morning church. May the Lords name be exalted in the earth today. We can see the beautiful foliage around us as fall and the cool weather is here. In all the change that takes place from season to season, individuals adapt to what the season brings.  Today, with the pandemic upon us, people are adapting to its presence. Our leaders have told us that this is the new normal. Many things in life push individuals to change to the climate around them. 

For example, in the south, people are always impacted by the weather around them. People in Florida take the weather services seriously pertaining to the hurricane 🌀 season. There is much preparation to how individuals live during the hurricane season. One of my best friends lives in Clearwater, Florida. I remember texting him about a big storm that was coming towards his area. He told me that he didn't get hit with the full force of the storm, but there were some minor things shaken. 

He also, if I remember, had a pontoon boat that was affected by the storm. As we know, there are many in the state of Florida that are boat owners. I know that much work is invested into the care and storage of them, especially during hurricane season. In preparing for the message today, I did some research into how people safely secure their boats. Even with my limited knowledge about boats I knew the anchor plays a major role in its protection. 

Anchors dig into the seabed to hold a boat in position. They serve a safety role by keeping boats out of the surf or off the rocks. They also allow boaters to secure the boat temporarily while fishing, having lunch or spending the night. I found out that much work goes into setting the anchor correctly. Many boaters make only a half-hearted attempt to set the anchor correctly. Other words associated with anchor are chain, nylon rode, catenary, anchor alarm, chart plotter, electronic compass, and depth sounder. 

I found that there is much to be learned about owning a boat and taking care of it properly. When change affects our lives, we have a God who anchors our lives to his. Some know the phrase, "the more things change, the more they stay the same." This was written by French writer Jean-Baptiste Alphonse in 1849. So, what does the phrase mean? It involves human nature. We might see changes in attitudes and make progress here and there, but some negative attitudes persist when examining this statement. 

With the virus being on everyone's mind, many are dealing with the emotional changes it brings differently. Many things remain consistent even as changes happen. For example, you might move into a new home, but your Wi-Fi still gives you problems. The change might be good, but the sameness usually causes disappointment. I have seen how the epidemic is affecting our lives. The new normal is causing many with emotional instability. 

The virus has caused marital problems, educational problems for our children, business closings, Etc. When things change there must always be a source, we can hold onto to bring peace and assurance during turmoil. God is the only source during these times when life's storms hit us hard. The Bible says he is a sure and strong foundation. His promises to always protect us from all the dirt and rudiments of this world are forever 💛 present. 

He is that eternal anchor we hold onto daily in our lives (Hebrews 6:17-20). What are you holding onto today? Are you drowning in a life of destruction? Does the world look dark and hopeless to you? If you’re a born-again believer, has your faith been weakened because of COVID-19? God will always extend his loving hand to those who will reach for it. Many in the bible reached for that hand. Peter, Lot, Samson, and even the man with a withered hand (Mark 3:1-5) were saved by God's strong hand. 

Last week I spoke about the evil hand of darkness that wants to have a stronghold in your life. Today there is a hand that will be the anchor ⚓ in your life. Again, Peter himself experienced this hand when Jesus invited him to walk on the water (Matthew 14:28-33). Jesus is the stabilizer when all things are chaotic in your life (Psalm 23:1-6). When you struggle with enemies, pain, depression, disease, and injury, there is but only one hope for you. 

Strength and courage cannot overcome death, but Jesus had strength and courage and defeated death. Many new 🚢 boat owners know there's a few key essentials they want to have onboard. Before they leave the dock, they should stock up on these important items, including safety equipment, life jackets, proper documentation, docking lines and fenders, and more. I mention these things because there are many seen and unseen dangers that can arise when you own a boat. 

Peter, the disciple of Jesus knew about the sea of Galilee. The sea is 690 feet below sea level, 150 feet deep, and surrounded by hills. These physical features make it subject to sudden windstorms that cause extremely high waves. Jesus is like having all these items in the boat you need for safety. In revisiting the story of Jesus walking on the water, there are some things people may miss when 🤔 reading this historical miracle.

 I've always shared with people that out of all the disciples that saw Jesus coming to them on the water, 🚣‍♂️ 🌊 Peter was the only one that wanted to go where Jesus was. After Peter heard his voice and recognized it was Jesus, Peter went to him. The other disciples made no attempt to go to him. The safest place to be when storms arise in your life is wherever Jesus is. All the disciples would have been safer on the water with Jesus, than in the boat without him. 

Jesus made this clear to them at another time when he was 😴 asleep in the boat (Matthew 8:23-27). The same scenario happened here with the disciples being afraid 😨. The waves were beating against the boat. Jesus similarly spoke the same words, "why are you fearful?" Jesus then (Matthew 8:26) rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. Jesus wants to calm the storm in your life. Notice, Jesus was asleep but was aware of what was happening. 

Jesus also didn't respond until they cried out to him. Jesus is always willing to help us if we ask him. The Bible says he (Jesus) will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). God always keeps his promises. *📖 God’s promises are unchanging and trustworthy because God is unchanging and will never break them. God’s name is as good as his divine nature. God embodies all truth; therefore, he cannot lie, and we can be secure in his promises. 

Our hope of heaven stands secure and immovable, anchored in God, just as a ship’s anchor holds firmly to the seabed. This climate in which we live today, COVID-19, civil unrest, law breaking, marital breakdowns, God is still using that same hand to knock on the door 🚪 of every heart (Revelation 3:20). Our children are suffering. Jesus is the answer for our educational system (Mark 10:14). When Christians believe, we have a mind-set that expects God to act. 

God’s mighty strong hand, (Proverbs 21:1) specifically his right hand holds us in his grip. When God speaks of His righteous right hand, He therefore speaks of the full measure of perfect, balanced authority that can only be found in Him. We never have to worry about sinking in a corrupt evil world. His righteous right hand, when it strengthens and upholds us, (Isaiah 41:10) keeps us standing on his strong foundation. In the New Testament, the phrase "Hand of God" is a sure sign of God's might. 

The hand of Jesus represents righteousness, sovereignty, power, blessing, and strength. If you are drowning, taking hold of someone who can't swim doesn't do you any good. You need the assurance of the abiding strength, arms that will never drop us, never leave us, never hurt us, never ill treat us. His arms remain eternally constant.


When you ask God with openness, honesty, and sincerity to save you from your sins, he will do it. If this truth gives you encouragement, assurance, and confidence, grasp it. Don’t let go no matter what happens around you.


When you feel like your life is falling apart, pray this prayer.


"Abba Father, gracious God, I thank You for Your righteous right hand which works in me and for me. Help me to surrender to Your teaching and even to Your chastisement when this is called for. Please give me your  grace and the strength to live in total dependence on You, secure in the knowledge that Your power is absolute and perfect, and that You will always act on behalf of Your children."
