THE BIG SHOW OFF

Have you ever been in involved in competition? Many parents beam with pride over their children’s push for excellence. It’s great to see our children receive accolades for their   success. I grew up in a family with four sisters and two brothers. We were competitive in just about everything we did. The games we played were vigorous and exciting. From Monopoly, card games, bowling, to sporting events. We had a lot of fun competing against each other. 

Being competitive also has its disadvantages such as people being labeled as a show-off, hotdog, showboat, bragging, grandstanding. Simply stated; it’s to make a deliberate or pretentious display of one's abilities or accomplishments. Boys tend to flaunt their talents in front of girls. There were times when the fun i had with my siblings turned into anger and resentments. 

Many times, my mother would shut down the event because our competition turned into name calling and hurling insults at each other. It was like pouring salt in an open cut. It is healthy to be competitive, but there must always be humbleness of heart when doing so. Many of you who know me could always find me at any basketball court. From Memorial Park, Boyce Park, North Park, South Park, and many other places, I loved the game of basketball. 

On many occasions I knew who came to play as a team and who came to show-off. Many of you played with individuals that came to brag about their game. In sports today, taunting is frowned upon because it can lead to brawling. Victory in any event can quickly degenerate into vanity and self-congratulation. Humans usually compete for food and mates. When these needs are met with deep resentment, rivalries often arise over them. 

The pursuit of wealth, power, prestige, and fame can bring out the worst in us if left unchecked. I recall two pastors who were competing to take church goers from each other. They would constantly try to outdo each other. They never realized the internal damage it was having on themselves and their congregations. Churches should encourage each other as believers and motivate themselves to unite in fellowship. Jesus himself confronted his disciples on staying unified as a body. (Luke 9:49,50) The disciples were jealous. Nine of them together had been unable to cast out an evil spirit. 

We should always rejoice and share Jesus’ attitude toward Christian workers outside your own church. Rejoice when they can bring people to Christ. If Jesus is the doctrinal foundation they are building in their church, then we should support them. Jealousy found its way in the family of Joseph and his brothers. (Genesis 37:1-11) To continue to think you are the best thing since sliced bread, will lead to others opinion of you as stale bread. 

Joseph, still young and probably immature, seemed to have fueled the fire with his attitude and boastful manner. No one enjoys a braggart. Joseph learned this the hard way. The Bible tells us pride goes before a fall. (Proverbs 16:18) Later in his life Joseph matured and gave God all the credit. (Genesis 41:16) Another person in the bible went through similar hardship. King Hezekiah was one of the few kings of Judah who was constantly aware of God’s acts in the past and God’s interest in the events of every day. 

The Bible describes him as a king who had a close relationship with God. One day God sent the prophet Isaiah to King Hezekiah who was sick at the time, to get his house in order for he was going to die. (2 Kings 20:1) When death comes knocking at your life, everything else in life seems to come to a screeching halt. The fun and laughter turn to tears and sadness. Hezekiah cried out to God and reminded him about how he had served him all his life. 

Have you ever reminded someone about your past successes and faithfulness in life? It didn't take long for God to answer his prayer of faith. He sent the prophet right back to King Hezekiah to inform him that he would add fifteen more years to his life. When God blesses you, how do you honor him with the blessings he has bestowed upon you? Also be watchful, because after celebrating a blessing, the enemy of your soul is waiting to trip you up. 

This is what King Hezekiah experienced after receiving well wishes and a gift from the son of the King of Babylon. (2 Kings 20:12) Hezekiah then did a “let me show-off all my stuff to you”. Have you ever showed or told a friend your whole life's history? When Isaiah confronted him about the messengers from Babylon, King Hezekiah forgot how he acquired the stuff. It appears that Hezekiah’s prosperity, success, and deliverance from sickness had made him proud. 

Sometimes we try to dress to impress others about our accomplishments. King Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:12-19) Pride can come quickly unless we continue to direct our heart to give God credit for supplying all our needs. (Philippines 4:19) How does this message apply to the church today? With the spread of Corona virus, many churches have spread themselves out and have prayed for wisdom from God in how to both follow government guidelines but still follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

I have heard stories from other believers on the approach they have taken to stay unified in the body. Ideas presented from ministry leaders today must be prayerfully thought out and to prayerfully seek the concerns of the congregation. The enemy will send arrows of pride and confusion to those who feel their ideas are what's best for the people. In my belief statement, I outline the critical points of unity. So we: "In Essentials, Unity; in Non-essentials, Liberty; in all things, Charity," {Love}

We should never allow pride to be the foundation we stand on because tremors will follow and the ground of pride will open up and swallow the ministry to ruins. Remember what had to Herod in the book of Acts? (Acts 12:23) Herod died a horrible death. He was literally eaten alive, from the inside out, by worms. Pride is a serious sin, and in this case, God chose to punish it immediately. Whether it is showing off your faith, how smart you are, or your body, it is all bad. 

Showing off is never a good thing. All boasting is evil. If you’re going to boast, then boast in Christ. (Psalm 34:2) In other words, stop showing off! Stop calling attention to your righteousness! Show-offs, you see, are terribly hard-of-hearing.
There are many people who care more about showing off how much they know about Scripture rather than out of love trying to save someone. 

Do all things for the glory of God not for yourself. Examine all your actions. Don’t be like the world. Repeated warnings always come when pride and sin are at the door of your heart. God doesn’t mind repeating himself. His great love for you shows he wants you to heed the warnings he's given to you. (Matthew 6:1,2,5,16)

Other scriptures to read

Jeremiah 9:23; James 4:16-17  
Psalm 59:12-13; Galatians 6:14 
Romans 12:2 ; 1 Corinthians 10:31


Here's a prayer you can pray: "Oh, God, you are high and lifted up, glorious and exalted! And I am not. I bow before you and ask you to develop in me a heart of humility. Please help me to not boast in accomplishments that belong to you. Your Word says that you will not despise a repentant heart, and so I ask you to work that in me today. Thank you for meeting me right where I am and for bringing renewed courage for my life."
