Home is where the heart is

Have you ever taken a long summers drive with your family to see the beautiful homes where others live? As a young child I remember when my parents would drive us through Sewickley Heights to see the beautiful homes and the land. Each time we would travel through the community I never really saw families outside. At times it looked as though no one lived inside them. 

When I asked my mother why it seemed this way, she told me that some people have very private lives. I began to think about the families in these homes we drove by. I also wondered is their family home anything like mine. When we see these million-dollar homes, they are beautiful to the eye, and I'm certain the inside is just as beautiful. Each house has a foundation that it’s built on. 

When lives move in, the foundation can be fortified, or it can slowly erode from inside out. How many stories have you heard of people wanting to run away from home? I've always wondered how stars in Hollywood can have a stable home when the divorce rate is extremely high. Every home has a story inside that reveals how that life was lived. 

I remember driving home from work each day and seeing the home about a block from my house. The garden was colorful, and the shrubbery had a pristine look. They also had a water fall pond in the front yard filled with koi goldfish. At times I would see the husband and wife out in the yard doing amazing work together to beautify their landscape.

 As the months would go by and seasons would change, I began to see a noticeable change in my neighbor’s yard. The grass began to grow, the shrubbery began to grow weeds out of it, and the koi goldfish disappeared. It reminded me of how your hair may look before you go to the barber. At first glance I thought my neighbors were planning to move. A year or so later I actually got to meet my neighbor at my employer. 

We worked for the same company. I worked in the hourly department and she worked in the salary department. One day i was walking to my car and I heard a voice behind me asking me if she could have a word with me. Someone had told her I was a pastor. She told me she had seen my car on her street where she lives. She then began to share with me about the pain and suffering she was going through at home.

 As tears started falling from her eyes, she asked me to pray for her husband. He had falling into the trap of alcoholism and was very abusive in their marriage. I could see the devastation in her eyes. I asked if I could pray for her and told her I would continue to pray for their situation. Sadly, she ended up leaving him and filed for divorce. I then understood that the decline of the yard resulted from the decay of the home on the inside.

The love they had shared was torn apart inside before it manifested outside. We've all heard the phrase "home is where the heart is." But what does it mean? What kind of heart is in the home? The phrase means that no matter who you are with or where you are in the world, your family and home always have the deepest affection and emotional care for each other. It is the place where you have a foundation of love, warmth, and happy memories. 

There's another phrase people love to use that comes from the state of Nevada; what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas. When there is turmoil in the sports world, they say "this is a in house situation". Many times, the news leaks out and further squabbling takes place. No matter how your life is today, it was groomed and shaped by the upbringing you had at home. 

Many lives have been shattered by divorce, family abuse, drugs, alcohol and even loneliness. Lives are shaped through the principles and guidance we instill in each other. Those who have children are given a huge responsibility to instill foundational life tools that they can use to be productive citizens in life. One of the most important things you can do for your children is to love and serve your spouse. 

Nothing creates a more secure environment for children than seeing mom and dad loving each other. Many things that come into the home are learned from outside sources. This may include doctor appointments, church activities, job responsibilities, vacations. Those with children get involved in instrument recitals, school events, sporting events, etc. Some families have a scheduled calendar they keep on their refrigerator to keep up with all the activities. 

There are many family stories told at the dinner table. The Bible is also clear that telling stories about people who lived in Bible times is an important way to teach our children about God. Whether we’re retelling events from the Bible or sharing about how God worked in our lives today, we can set a strong foundation of faith, even as we spend important minutes with our kids. 

Your whole family will benefit when you have a spiritual foundation built under the feet of your children. We may have knowledge in our home, but without wisdom our knowledge is useless. We must learn to build our homes on a strong foundation. Solomon writes, “Fear of the LORD is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline” (Proverbs 1:7). 

God wanted the people of Israel to have this foundation. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) Jesus gave an illustration of what happens when the home is built on destructive foundations. When we bring the words of Jesus into our homes, they are the strongest foundation to build upon and raise your family. The parable illustrates the importance of building one's life on obedience to the teachings and example of Jesus. (Matthew 7:24-27) 

Do you have a Bible in your home? Has the dust caked over it? When Jesus is not in the home, it leaves a void for the enemy (Satan) of all humans to come in and destroy it. (John 10:10,11) Many places are considered home to a lot of individuals. When public schools thought they could do better without God, the void left an opening for school shootings. Wherever God is removed darkness always fills the void. 

Jesus came to defeat Satan’s house and free all his captives. He has complete power and authority over Satan and all his forces. Jesus is always waiting to come into your home. But he only comes in when the invitation is extended to him. (Revelation 3:20) In our nation today Jesus is knocking on the heart of America. The virus and civil unrest have opened the country to much pain. The divorce rate has climbed. 

The suicidal rate has increased. Our cities have been decaying from lack of leadership. Moral decay has filled the land. This is what happens to all nations who turn away from God. But if our leaders repent and turn back to God, he will forgive our sin and heal our land. (2 Chronicles 7:14) Remember that Jesus longs to be longed for. If He can find a church that is hungry enough, He will come and visit. 

Jesus went to fields, to boats, to synagogues. However, on several occasions the Bible mentions that Jesus “entered the house”. (Luke 1:40; 7:36; 8:51) (Mark 5:40) (Matthew 9:10-12) Here's what takes place when Jesus comes in any home:

1) When Jesus enters the house the sick are healed! (Matthew 8:14)

2) When Jesus enters the house needs are met! (Mathew 17)

 3) When Jesus enters the house the dead are raised! (Mark 5)

4) When Jesus enters the house, people are attracted! (Mark 2:1,2)

5) When Jesus enters the house, the things of man must leave!
(Luke 11)

How would you treat Jesus if he were to come to your home? A good host should put forth the effort to invite and entertain you. One home Jesus visited did not show good hospitality. (Luke 7:36-50) But even as the host did not show hospitality to Jesus, there was someone who knew he could change her life. She was not officially welcome, but she showed better hospitality to Jesus than the host. 

Jesus was great at bringing new life to homes that needed his loving touch. (Mark 5:19-20) (Luke 15:6-7) (John 19:27) When God adopts us as his children, there is no particular act we can do or posture we can take that will make him love us more, and there is no failure that can make him love us less. His love is complete and unwavering.

So, is Jesus really in our churches? In our lives? In our homes? We may say “yes” but does the fruit match up with the biblical fruit that we should have when Jesus enters our home? What has your home experiences been like? Jesus wants to fix your chaotic home life.

Finally, Jesus continues to knock on the door of our hearts (Revelation 3:20). Is today the day you will invite him into your heart? (home)


🙏 "Father, thank you for sending Jesus to knock on the door of my heart. Thank you, Lord, for bringing love in my broken home. Thank you for giving me a spiritual foundation to stand on. Thank you for giving me a spiritual family to live with. Thank you, Lord, for bringing love, joy, and peace into my home. Thank you, Lord, that home is wherever your heart is." In your name I pray, Amen.
