The bushel in you

Good morning. May God's word be exalted and not the wisdom of man. Today I would like to look at two things that are constant in our everyday lives. However, before I divulge what these two things are in today's message, I want to get there by what we experience in our daily lives. Here in the beautiful state of Pennsylvania, we are seeing autumn appear with brilliant colors and cooling temperatures. However, we also know it’s time to roll up our sleeves and prepare to work the things that autumn gives us. 

We pull out that favorite rake and gather beautiful piles of leaves together. During this season, we also begin to cover those summer items and pack them away for the next year. Many cover plants or bring them in for the winter that follows. There are many things in life we cover. The first reason to cover an object is for its protection and changing the object or human’s role. We cover many items with insurance. We cover things that we consider to be valuable.

We cover our children with protection from the winter elements approaching after the fall season. With the COVID-19 pandemic upon, it's even more imperative that we teach our children to cover their mouth when they cough. When we cover things inevitably, we are concealing them. Furthermore, because of rapid changes in society, people want to hide or conceal themselves from the outside world by covering themselves. 

In our political climate today, many are concealing and covering their vote for fear of retribution against them. When people cover-up corruption, it only spreads to more corruption. Many in the political environment cry out for transparency but continue to cover up their own corruption. Humans first inclination concerning sin is to cover it up. It all began with Adam and Eve. Lies will always follow any cover up deception. The lies that people tell are used to cover up the truth from getting out.

There are a lot of cover-up institutions in society today. Many stay covered up for decades at a time. Someone explained it this way, "Some people think that the truth can be hidden with a little cover-up and decoration. But as time goes by, what is true is revealed, and what is fake fades away." Our children learn early in life to cover their lies. At one years old my mom knew I could conceal things. At Five years old I could easily lie. At Nine years old I became fairly good at covering up my lies not to get caught. 

By the time I enlisted in the Armed forces, I knew I could manipulate and lie my way through interactions with people. Many families have gone through extreme pain and hurt due to cover-up and infidelity in their relationships. Now, if you're still wondering what the two constant things in our lives is, I mentioned earlier, they are light and darkness. Every day we live in a world where we are exposed to both. Some of you are just waking up to another day; you turned on the light in your bedroom. 

Others have just pulled the drapes to let the rays of the sunshine in. However, some are just unwinding after a tough day, and turned off the last light in the home. Still, some parents have just tucked in their child for the night, with a kiss. It’s important as humans that we understand that light and darkness serve a purpose. But what is our correct response to it? There are only two ways to view it. In the natural we use it to benefit mankind, in the spiritual, we must view both from the creator himself. 

God told us that he created light and darkness. In the beginning God created the heaven and earth. (Genesis 1:1-5) Then God said, "let there be light." (Genesis 1:4) And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. (Genesis 1:5) And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. Everything that God did was good. Before the creation of man, God had also created angelic beings. 

One such angel, Lucifer, (Satan) had been a glorious angel. But in pride, he rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven. (Isaiah 14:12-20) Since this time man has had to choose which life he would live in, light or darkness. God’s plan to redeem us from the seed of darkness from Adam and Eve, would come through his only son, Jesus. (Genesis 3:15) In the year 2020, the choice to live in light or darkness is still prevalent today. Many may try to neutralize their way out of it. 

But you can be no more neutral than you would trying to live anywhere in the world where you would never see light or darkness. (*Please order Chick Publications booklet called "The choice") During Jesus's ministry, he proclaimed that he was the light of the world. (John 8:12) Jesus bought light to a world full of darkness. Physical death will always bring eternal darkness. There is no light in hell. People who die without accepting Jesus will spend eternity in darkness. 

Jesus is that eternal light that came to bring people out of darkness into that light. You can't work, earn, or pay your way into his eternal light. If you could get to heaven based on your own goodness, then there would have been no reason for Jesus to die on the cross. You must receive salvation as a gift. The darkness of evil will never extinguish the light of God. Jesus Christ is the creator of life, and his life brings light to mankind (1:4-9). 

In his light, we see ourselves as we really are, sinners in need of a Savior. When we follow Jesus, the true Light, we can avoid walking blindly through the spiritual darkness that sin brings. Jesus lights the path ahead of us, illuminating the truth and clarifying our thoughts so we can see how to live. (Ephesians 5:8-10) Christians should never continue to stumble in darkness. So, if you’re a Christian, in what ways have you allowed the light of Jesus Christ to shine into your life? 

I once had two dear friends that I would get together with for fellowship and just enjoy each other’s company. We would go fishing, bowling, attend men's ministry meetings, etc. My friends were named Keith and Deroy. Keith has a strong relationship with the Lord. One day we decided to go bowling. When we met at the bowling place, we had to go to the counter to pay and find out which lane we would be bowling on. Keith was very particular about the lane he would bowl on. 

This day I was curious and asked why he was so concerned about where he would bowl. He said to me if there were bad people on the lane next to ours, he wanted to bowl on a different lane. I told him that shouldn't matter because it serves as an opportunity to let his light shine to those who may be lost. The fact that they might be drunk or wild is the reason Jesus said that we should let our light shine to all people. (Matthew 5:14-16) Keith needed to know that in running from sinners, he was actually hiding his light. 

When the scripture says to avoid the appearance of darkness, (1 Thessalonians 5:22) it simply means that we should not place ourselves in evil by avoiding tempting situations and concentrating on obeying God. If you are avoiding recreational places where sinners attend, then you are hiding your light. Jesus dined and socialized with sinners. The difference is he did not partake in their sin. We live in a perverse and evil world and are to shine in it. (Philippians 2:15) 

Satan is the god, of this world, and keeps those who don't know Jesus in spiritual darkness.(2 Corinthians 4:4) For true followers of Christ, the Bible says we should not hide our light under a bushel. Have you ever been on a plane at night headed to a city you had never visited? The city looks beautiful with all the illuminating lights from above. When we live for Jesus, we shine like these lights in the midst of a dark world. Many who live in that darkness will want to come towards that light. (Matthew 5:14-16) 

I recall a secular song my mother would play sometimes in my youthful days, entitled "Let the sunshine in" Here's just a few lyrics: 
"He (Jesus) will never ever leave you if your heart is filled with gloom,
So let the sun shine in, face it with a grin
Smilers never lose and frowners never win.
So let the sun shine in, face it with a grin
Open up your heart and let the sun shine in.
When you are unhappy the devil wears a grin
But oh, he starts a running when the light comes pouring in." 

As long as Jesus is here, he is the light of the world. (John 9:5) In 2020, we have seen darkness on display in our major cities throughout America. Racial tensions are running high. Many people are living in hatred towards others. When darkness is allowed to spread it destroys families, communities, and even whole nations. Like toxic waste spilled in a river, sin swiftly spreads. The Bible says men love darkness more than light because their deeds are evil. (John 3:19) 

People in our cities sometimes wonder, why do those who commit looting and violence, do so at night? Simply because evil loves darkness. Why do you suppose more crimes are committed after dark? Light has always been a restoring presence. When individuals say they want transparency, they simply want things to be open and have clear understanding. The light of Jesus is filled with truth. So, in closing, how much light is shining from your church? (not religion) 

During this epidemic season in which we live, is the body of Christ still a beacon of hope for the lost? Our nose and mouth may be covered, but are we afraid to approach the lost when we pass by them? Has COVID-19 caused the church to hide its witness? Has fear caused us to stay away from those who don't have a mask? We must remember, the virus cannot diminish the light of Jesus. 

Here are 6 ways your light (your church) can be diminished: *1) Being quiet when we should speak. 2) Going along with the crowd. (sometimes government) 3) Denying God’s truth. 4) Letting sin dim our light. 5) Not explaining our light to others. 6)  Ignoring the needs of others.

How is your life at this very moment? Are your days filled with gloom and darkness? When was the last time you smiled? Do you fill loved? Do you want to have light in your life? You don’t have to live with a bushel any longer. "Why not open your heart and let the SON shine in!"
