Clinging to Jesus

Have you ever been to your favorite amusement park with someone you love? 
There are memories made of fun and excitement for the whole day. I recall a time when I took my daughter to Kennywood Park for her birthday, and we decided to get on a ride called the Skycoaster. It was my first and last time getting on something that left my heart in my stomach. What caused the nervous tension was felt even before we got on the ride. Upon payment to ride, I had to sign a waiver that if anything should go wrong information would be sent to family members. I didn't need to read that form before getting on. As we assented higher & higher off the ground everything seemed to get smaller and the wind was a little stronger. My daughter was calm and enjoying the scenery of the park as we reached the top.  We heard the voice on a speaker count down and for me to pull the release cord. I felt more comfortable not pulling it when he reached 0. When I finally got up the nerve to pull it, I noticed my daughter start to cling ever so tightly to my arms with both hands. As we dropped  down from 180 ft. at 75 mph, my daughter grabbed hold on me was even more intense and she screamed at a high pitch voice "don't let go!" I was her only source of protection & security at that time. When life becomes fearful, and we are afraid, we feel at ease when we can cling to those we love. Jesus experienced this many times in scripture as he went about healing hearts and minds with abundant love. One moment that stood out to me was when Jesus rose from the dead. Mary Magdalene had gone to the empty tomb. As she was outside she began to speak with one who might know the whereabouts of her Lord.
{John 20:11-17} After she turned away he said to her "Mary". She then knew it was her Lord and her immediate response was to grab hold of him and never let go. She realized every fear and worry he could relieve her of. He however had to ascend to the father, or the Holy Spirit would not come. Many who are afraid and fearful due to covid-19 should understand that Jesus sent us the comforting power of the Holy Spirit, and we can cling and be filled with the love, joy, and peace from him. 
{Gal. 5:22-26} Who are you clinging to during this time of uncertainty? Who are trusting in for the love & security you desire in these turbulent times? {Proverbs 3:5,6} gives us the answer. Also, God will give you the peace you need at this time. 
{Phil. 4:6,7} {John 14:27} When you need to hold on to someone, why not Try Jesus? He's waiting for you to reach out and touch him. Please go to my drop-down page on "how to know Jesus". 

Blessings, Pastor Todd 

Scripture readings 

*Josh. 23:6-11; Psalm 63:8; 2 Tim. 2:15; 
Jer. 13:11;  2 Kings 18:6; Deut. 10:20

*1} Give attention to God's Word. 

*2} Avoid pagan influence. Keep yourself pure from false teachings and false religion. 

*3} Attach yourself to God. The word "cling" in this verse is translated "hold fast" or "cleave" Same word is used in Genesis 2:24, where God says a man should leave his father and mother and "cleave" to his wife.

*4} Cultivate a deep affection for God in every way. Build a relationship of intimacy with God.
