What happened to your peace?

Good morning church. May the Lord and his word encourage you today. May he be the lifter of your head today. How many of you know that today is not like yesterday? Are your feelings the same today as they were yesterday. Many things in life move our emotions around like a spinning top. There are many things in life that can instantly rob you of your joy and peace. Have you ever met someone who couldn't shake free from depression? People who live in depression carry many physical ailments. 

I recall the time I took several teenagers to Cedar Point. As we traveled towards the amusement park, all the teens were excited and couldn't wait to get there. For many of them it was their first time visiting the iconic park. As they continued to have fun with the Christian music playing in the background, looking in my rear-view mirror, I noticed one of the girls was just sitting there quietly. I saw her face showing no emotions. 

After we checked into the hotel, I told everyone that we should gather to pray before heading to the park. I felt like the young girl was trapped in depression and couldn't escape. It’s like being in an elevator going from floor to floor but never being able to exit. She finally expressed her words verbally later at the park, when she told me she was bored. I realized there was something deeper involved in her statement. She finally shared with me she was in an abusive family situation. 

She felt trapped in her house and there was no peace to live in. After I prayed for her once again, I asked the Lord to flood her with his love and break the hold the enemy had placed in her life. I also prayed that the Lord would change her living situation and bring salvation to her family members. She hadn't had any peace in a very long time. Many individuals do not have any peace in their lives. There are many reading this message today who are filled with all kinds of anxiety, fears, worry, without any hope. 

Fear is a powerful enemy of our faith and can disrupt our peace of mind. Fear of war, terrorist attacks, disease, viruses, can rob us of the peace that comes from trusting God. God is our shelter and refuge. Fear of God, reverence for him, is the only kind of fear that brings peace and confidence to all you think and do. If you don't have any peace today, there is one who can give you the peace you have been looking for. No amount of money, fame, security can replace the peace that Jesus offers. 

Jesus mentions this in John 14:27. Jesus is the all-powerful King, the one who is victorious in battle, the champion of peace. The word “peace” appears 420 times in the King James version bible. The Hebrew word translated as peace is shalom (shaw-lome'), and according to Strong's concordance, it means completeness, soundness, and welfare. It comes from the root word shalam (shaw-lame') which means to make amends or to make whole or complete. 

Have you ever prayed or told someone "Peace be unto you." After His death and resurrection, Jesus used this greeting three times when He met with His disciples (John 20:19-29). Why is peace important? Where war destroys and tears apart, Peace builds, strengthens, and restores. *What is the difference between the peace of God and peace with God? When a person accepts Christ as Lord and personal Savior, he establishes peace with God. 

As a result of salvation, God's anger toward sin is appeased through Christ's substitutionary sacrifice and peace with God is established (Romans 5:1). Please read "how to know Jesus" on the drop-down page. So many people want tranquility in life but think the only way you can have it is through wealth or isolating yourself from the rest of society. An earth quaked life can never store up peace. in their life.  Foolishness leads to disorder, but wisdom leads to peace and goodness. 

Loving words are the seeds of peace. God loves peacemakers (Matthew 5:9).  How much harmony do you want in life? God wants his church to be filled with peace. The church should always strive to bear the fruits of peace (Romans 14:19). You can never build a life of peace when it is filled with unforgiveness, anger, rage, bitterness, and division. Contentious relationships rob themselves of the peace God intended for them to have. So, what do things in your life bring peace? 

Is there such a thing as to much peace? With the chaotic environment we live in today, how can you find peace? Has the epidemic caused your family to lose its foundation of love, peace, joy, and happiness? How do you hold on to peace when everything around you seems to be breaking apart? Before an earthquake happens, there are warning signs. There are also warning signs in life when peace starts to evaporate in your life. 

Society longs to have peace, but it escapes them everywhere they look. On the other hand, those who love God and his word, have great peace. (Psalm 119:165) We should trust in God with all our heart. (Proverbs 3:5,6) *God stands above the pressures and pitfalls of daily life and gives us full assurance of ultimate peace. God has given us all the internal fruit we need to be successful in society. (Galatians 5:22,23) In order to have this spiritual fruit, you must come to Jesus to acquire it. 

A farmer wants to produce the best crop he can at harvest time. This can only happen with good soil. The Holy Spirit wants to produce the fruit of peace in your lives. Here's a question to really get you excited today. It involves money.
How much do you think peace is Worth? 👉 What would you do for a quarter of a million dollars? Jump out of a plane (with a parachute, of course)? Parade around in a Mickey Mouse suit in hundred-degree weather? Eat a gazillion hotdogs smothered in red-hot chili sauce? Go swimming in Lake Michigan in February?

For that much money most of us would be willing to do any number of unpleasant things, if they didn’t involve moral compromise or danger to life and limb. But what are you willing to do today in order to live a life of greater peace?
I ask the question because the priceless peace we seek comes only from following the ways of God, which may not always feel easy. Sometimes they will feel downright unpleasant, at least at first. Here are a few examples.

The woman filled with bitterness will need to pray for those who have hurt her. The woman in an illicit relationship will need to break it off. The woman who has based her life on money will need to realize that everything she has belongs to God. The woman who is too busy to pray will need to make time in her life for God. The woman who is worried about her children will need to learn how to surrender them to God’s care.

So often the way toward peace is counterintuitive, cutting as it does against our instinctive bent toward self-reliance, self-preservation, and self-aggrandizement. But since when does anything good ever come without effort? 👈 {*Bible dictionary}
Making the effort to seek God will bring peace of love and security during chaos. God gives the kind of peace to you that the world can't give. (Isaiah 26:3)

If you desire the precious peace of God, decide today to listen for his voice and then do what he asks. Trust him for the results, and you will not be disappointed.

Here's a prayer you can pray:

"Father, my heart does not always know the way to peace. Please change me so my first thought is to please you and my last thought is to please myself. Guide me in your ways, whether they feel hard or easy, In Jesus name, Amen.

When things change inside you, things change around you.
“Peace be unto you today my friends” (2 Thessalonians 3:16)


Scriptures about peace:

Psalm 37:37; 85:8-10; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Romans 5:1; 8:6; 14:17; 15:13; 15:33; 16:20
Philippians 4:7-9; 2 John 3
Ephesians 2:14; Colossians 3:15


