The affliction 

Have you ever been in situations where things in your life went from good to tolerable to unmanageable, finally to desperation? Many people have wondered how they got through the trials in life. I cannot imagine what people go through emotionally, spiritually, and physically. However, I can tell you that God’s promise of deliverance, have come from many lips in sharing their testimony of how God rescued them from affliction. No one wants to go through lingering afflictions in life. 

Have you ever heard someone say, "I wouldn't wish that on my worst enemy." Many people have simply given up hope and cried so many tears that they simply are broken and hollow inside from all the pain. When affliction becomes unbearable, many turn to alcohol or prescriptions that lead to deadly consequences. Others think suicide is the end of all their affliction. 

Websters dictionary explains affliction as "affected with continued or often repeated pain, either of body or mind; suffering grief or distress, of any kind; afflicted at the loss of a child, by rheumatism, or with losses.”  Here is the Hebrew meaning: to be crushed; injured. To grieve; to cause grief, disconsolate; fainting. To afflict; be afflicted. As a verb, this word means “to be afflicted, be humbled, be bowed down, be meek.” It often expressed painful and harsh treatment. 

The Greek meaning is stated as such:(thlibo) to suffer affliction or to be troubled; sufferings due to circumstances or pressure; to undergo hardship. The word afflicted has such a deeper meaning than what anyone would think. It covers a wide array of areas. It can mean physically, socially, mentally, or spiritually afflicted. Many in the bible faced trials and hardship. Joseph faced many pitfalls in his life. Here are some other people in the bible who faced trials in their lives. 

Naomi, Job, Jeremiah, (Though Jeremiah’s trials were not physical in nature, he suffered great spiritual anguish because of Israel.) Paul suffered many trials by the hand of man. God even allowed Paul to go through an affliction not caused by man. Paul begged God to remove this “thorn in the flesh." Yet, God chose to allow Paul to suffer with this affliction (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).  King David was not loved by everyone. David endured trials from leadership over him and followers behind him. 

Even from his own household. Yet David chose to see the hand of God in everything that took place in his life. Please read in your bible how God was there to rescue all of them during their affliction. Most individuals who suffer afflictions usually end up seeking help from someone or something. Those in the bible would cry out to God during the midst of their troubles. (Exodus 2:23-25) This is what took place with the people of Israel. 

In Exodus 1:6-22, God would raise up a deliverer to free the people from all their hardships. His name is Moses. (Exodus 3:7-10) God had told Moses that Pharaoh would not let the people go. But God would have the final say. (Exodus 3:20-22)  Moses and Aaron would go to Pharaoh and say "thus says the Lord, let my people go..." (Exodus 5:1) Pharaohs hard heart and stubbornness would only move him to inflict more hard labor after his encounter with Moses. (Exodus 5:4-23) Finally at the power and hand of God, Pharaohs first born son died and Pharaoh let the people of Israel go. (Exodus 12:30-36)

God had provided a way of escape for his people. God has shown me that this is a vivid picture of those in our country that are using this plague (COVID-19) to afflict people with restrictions and burdens that leave them feeling hopeless. Satan is using the virus to allow many to be persecuted in a way that people will be forced to rely on big government and to bring the nation closer to socialistic dependence. Many Christian churches and organizations are being targeted unlike other establishments. 

One governor even insisted that Christians could not sing in church but allowed people to scream in the face of law enforcement. Christians allegiance is first to Jesus, but we are also to obey government laws. (Titus 3:1) However, when the two sides clash, we are to always obey God. We should never allow the government to force us to disobey God. We should never go against government for our own personal vendettas, but let God deal with them in accordingly. 

When the disciples of Jesus disobeyed the high priest and counsel, they were doing so collectively, led by the Spirit. When Christians are led to reject government, they will except the consequences knowing God will be with them. (Acts 5:29) Continued prayer should always be toward those who rule over us. (Romans 13:1-14) We should pray that God will raise up leaders who have high valued principles and a moral compass that benefit all individuals. 

Righteousness (right living) will always bring good to citizens. (Proverbs 14:34) When sin, corruption, crime, and murder come, deterioration comes swiftly. We see how fast cities have been lost in chaos when leaders have failed. Their dereliction of duty has led to laws being abandoned, property destroyed, and lives lost. They have failed to fulfill their obligations to the community. In the bible Sodom and Gomorrah faced this same decay over time. 

As blind leaders in the United States continue to raise their hand and come against the body of Christ with mindless restrictions, but are lenient towards other organizations and businesses, God will raise his hand and bring deliverance to his church. Severe judgment will fall on the government system in the end. Just as the people of Israel suffered under the hand of Pharaoh, God would vindicate them by bringing judgment on Pharaoh and Egypt. 

Sowing and reaping still apply today. (Galatians 6:7) There are many Pharaohs in various states in our country today. Instead of reaching out to authentic spiritual advisors, they are consumed with power, control, and greed. Many leaders may say "all these restrictions are done for safety precautions." Well, if that's the case, then fairness of safety must be given to all. They are arbitrarily picking what they want to restrict and shutdown. 

Leaders are not only trying to shut down churches, they are also attacking speech. Many leaders have been caught not following their own guidelines they have imposed on others. God has shown me that communities are going to suffer great hardship because they have forsaken righteousness. It some states this started long before the virus got here. The virus has just accelerated the damage and caused corrupt leaders to take advantage of it to promote their political agenda. 

They continue to attack Christianity in many ways. They want to remove Jesus from every institution. Try as they may, as someone once said in a song, "emperors have tried to destroy, philosophies have tried to stamp it out, tyrants have tried to wash it from the face of the earth with the very blood of those who claimed it, yet it still stands." The same individuals that reject him will one day bow to him. (Romans 14:11) 



As God sent Moses to bring his people out from under the hand of Pharaoh, he will raise up many in this land to be a voice for his church. Some Christians believe the church is being persecuted because they have moved away from following God. I believe this could be true in many ways. God always deals with his people first. We are his children, the body of Christ. Anywhere you read in the bible of God's people facing hardship, God would send his word through the prophets. 

Many times, judgements came because the people had turned away from following God's laws. In the new testament, John the Baptist pointed the way to Jesus. Our savior, Jesus, was also afflicted by his own people. We read, “Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.”  (Isaiah 53:4) In the book of Acts, the church suffered persecution, thus fulfilling the second part of Jesus’ command to go out beyond Israel to the Gentiles. God would bring great results from the believers suffering. 

The same applies to our nation today. When governments become oppressive on their citizens, it causes God’s people to cry out to him for relief. (2 Chronicles 7:13-15) Sometimes God moves us out of our comfort zones. He closes doors and opens others to fulfill his plans for all people. I believe we are in a wonderful moment for men to repent and turn to God. It’s also a wonderful opportunity to share the gospel with hurting families. 

We often wish we could escape troubles, the pain of grief, loss, sorrow, and failure, or even the small daily frustrations that constantly wear us down. While we are not promised a life without trials and testing, we are promised a God who wants to walk beside us during those difficult times. God will be glorified in these times of uncertainty. He is always in control. Jesus encouraged Peter this way in  Matthew 16:18, "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

Christians need not fear when government wields its power against the church. Just as Jesus told Pilate when he mentioned his authority to crucify Jesus or release him, Jesus said this in John 19:11, "Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin." All of authorities of government who have power now, shall stand in judgment later. 

I honestly believe God is going to show up at the cry of his church and deliver his people once again. When we read encouraging words from our savior in Revelation 7:9-17, we see the believers receiving a seal to protect them through a time of great tribulation and suffering. Their tribulations and sorrows from government tyranny are over. Don’t forget what someone once told us long ago, "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." Hallelujah! The body of Christ will rejoice forever.

Prayer for the church: "LORD, you are our shield and our eternal protector. When we are in danger or distress, help us trust in your character. Be our glory and the lifter of our heads this day. Lift our gaze and our hearts from everything on this earth to you, who reign overall. Thank you for answering us from heaven and acting on our behalf when we cry out to you. May you be glorified in our lives."

Other Scriptures to read:
1 Peter 5:10, 11
Psalm 23:4

"Stay encouraged body"
