
IS THE HOUSE DIVIDED?

When we see the words divided, division, divorce, or separation our minds immediately may go towards the marriage relationship. The church is also facing relationship difficulties with the covid-19 epidemic. When the government says churches are non-essential, some say open, some say keep the doors closed. 

What camp are you in today? What voices are you listening to? What plan has God directed you to be a part of? Here's another question for you who love God. Why are some black & white churches in communities still separated by ethnicity? A long time ago the Pastor at Bibleway Church gave me the answer. It will only and forever only come by the Holy Spirits doing. 

It can't be forced or manipulated. When Moses led the people of Israel through the wilderness, God went before them by cloud in the day and by fire at night. He also had them set families in 12 tribes around the tabernacle. God spoke to Moses and Moses spoke to the people. While in the wilderness the people complained and murmured about everything. (Numbers 16:5-49) 

In one such event, during the exodus, there was a man named Korah who spoke out against Moses. Korah instigated his own mini rebellion. He recruited a grievance committee, and together they confronted Moses and Aaron. He was a popular leader and influential figure during the Exodus. His greed and prideful ambition can pull himself and family, along with others to their destruction. 

One of the easiest ways to fall away from following God is to look at our present problems and exaggerate them. Are spiritual leaders in the church today looking at government in God, or are they looking at God through government? There is a distinction in how the church is to approach covid vs how the government is approaching it. Are civil laws bound together in spiritual laws? In the story with Korah, there was a decision that was made. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram were directly challenging Moses and God. Moses clearly stated what God intended to do to the rebels. He did this so that everyone would have to choose between following Korah or following Moses, God’s chosen leader. When God asks us to make a fundamental choice between siding with wicked people or siding with him, we should not hesitate to commit ourselves to be 100 percent on the Lord’s side.

 In this time of the pandemic, the church must be careful to not allow these emotions to creep in the church; rebellion, dissatisfaction, skepticism, grumbling,  bitterness and resentment, ending in hostility towards those making the choice to open the church doors or leave them closed. Some congregations have an older gathering, while some churches have a younger population.

 Some churches have decided to have more services with less people. Remember when Rehoboam came in power and the two kingdoms were divided? The Kingdom of Israel in the north and the Kingdom of Judah in the south. The southern kingdom consisted only of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin and thus became the kingdom of Judah, with Jerusalem as its capital. 

The northern kingdom consisted of the remaining tribes and was called Israel. King Omri established his capital at Samaria. Historically we know that the land has been chipped away by those who want to see Israel destroyed. We cannot stand by and watch our governors and mayors impose restrictions on the church that they won't impose on other essential businesses.

 God's plan and purpose through this epidemic will keep his church secure. Romans 8:28-39 says it all concerning the body of Christ. King David understood long before the apostle Paul and said these words to Goliath, "I come to thee in the name of the Lord of host, the God of the armies of Israel.
" If God be for us, who can be against us.” "Stay strong church."

 THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALL, AMEN.
