NO TIME FOR DOUBT

Have you ever missed out on an opportunity that you knew would only happen once? How did you feel before, during, and after the event took place? A friend of mine explained this at a men's Bible study. His teaching was based on "how much time do you waste in your everyday living?" Some people wish they had more time to their already crowded schedules. Some people say time is very precious to them. 

Have you ever heard someone tell you "I'm not going to waste your time, so I wouldn't expect you to waste my time." Is there a time for everything? Have you thought about how you wished you had spent more time with someone who has died? Finally, someone viewed time this way, "Time is our most valuable asset, yet we tend to waste it, kill it and spend it rather than invest it." 

Time is an equal opportunity employer. Is there a time for everything? Apparently so. The word of God has a lot to say about time. Ecclesiastes 3 speaks to the issue of time. (3:1-22) Solomon spoke about there being a purpose for everything under heaven. In verse 11, Solomon attributes everything to God who holds all time is his possession and calls it beautiful. God has a plan for everyone on earth. Because God is perfect, his timing is therefore perfect.

There is great joy in appreciating the time God holds in your life. So, what happens when you add doubt to your already convoluted life? How often is your life filled with procrastination? There is danger in doubting God’s timing. It can lead to a feeling of helplessness, and rejection of divine direction and guidance. When doubt can fester, it brings stagnation to every situation. There is no activity towards accomplishing positive results. 

Living in doubt leaves us dull and sluggish. We can't hope to receive God's blessings when we are trapped in doubt. Asking God for wisdom in times of uncertainty moves doubt out of the way. (James 1:5-8) Time is always wasted when it beats in doubt. How would you like having the nickname doubt in front of your name? 

Thomas so often remembered as “doubting Thomas,” was given this name. After rejecting what the other disciples had told him about Jesus raised from the dead. He needed to see the proof himself. (John 20:24-29) What would his life had been like if he had not seen Jesus? We can doubt without having to live a doubting way of life. 

Doubt encourages rethinking. Its purpose is more to sharpen the mind than to change it. Doubt can be used to pose a question, get an answer, or push for a decision. But doubt was never meant to be a permanent condition. When you experience doubt, take encouragement from Thomas. 

Thomas didn’t stay in his doubt but allowed Jesus to bring him to belief. How many of you are ready to believe Jesus based on his words of truth? Don’t settle into doubts; move on from them to decision and belief. Find another believer you can share your doubts with. Silent doubts rarely find answers. Jesus does not reject doubts that are honest and directed toward belief. To doubt out loud is better than to disbelieve in silence. 

Doubt can lead you to uncertainty and inability to make a decision. The Church of Jesus is in a great position to show the world that during this pandemic, and persecution, his people will stand as pillars in a raging storm. The virus has brought death to many doorsteps. Many are afraid to leave their homes. Many doubt there will ever be a cure. There are so many living lives full of panic. But for the believer, God said he would be with us. (Psalm 23:4) 

America however is in a dangerous place because it continues to oppose God's standards of righteousness. (right living) Isn't it ironic that long ago we closed God from our public schools and now those same doors are closed. As the nation buckles under the pandemic, God continues to move his people strategically through every obstacle. We are to trust in the Lord with all our hearts and lean not on our own understanding. (Proverbs 3:5,6)


In our political climate today, it’s easy to point blame at either side. But God immediately steps in and gives instruction to his church. (Proverbs 1:7) When facing problems, remember that it is useless to look for someone to blame or criticize. Instead, consider how you can help find a solution. Are you truly praying for those in leadership positions during this pandemic?  God’s timing is always perfect. 

Paul said, “Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners” (Romans 5:6; 1 Timothy 6:15). We may not understand his timing until long after the fact.  Always trust the timing of Jesus (Psalm 27:14) If the corona virus has weakened your church structure or you've lost contact with body members, be encouraged in the Lord as David was when he faced troubles. (I Samuel 30:6) 

If your faith is new, weak, or struggling, remember that you can trust that God’s words to you are accurate, final, and best. To help your wavering or doubtful mind, commit yourself wholeheartedly to whatever he says. The trials and hurts we experience for Christ’s sake build our character, demonstrate our faith, and prepare us for further service to the Lord. Time spent in loving Jesus, who gives you faith, hope, and love, leaves no time for doubt, worry, fear, or hate.
