Your utopia will never exist

Have you ever thought about the perfect place, the perfect house, the perfect life? When is the last time you went on a nature trip? Have you ever done anything daring in life? Have you ever done something exhilarating that was awe inspiring? People have been doing daring things in life since man thought he could achieve them. From people climbing the tallest mountains to people having marriage ceremonies while jumping out of a plane.

Man is forever trying to reach this utopian pinnacle in life. The word utopia was coined from Ancient Greek by Sir Thomas More in 1516. Utopianism, some argue, is essential for the improvement of the human condition. But if used wrongly, it becomes dangerous. Man is truly never satisfied. He will risk everything life has to offer to attain something that leaves him wanting more. Many people have tried and failed to have this utopian empire.

A nation seeks utopianism by believing everything must be perfect, but it can only be seen as unrealistic and unattainable. You can never have a perfect utopia when the individuals trying to implement it are imperfect. Imperfect comes from the Latin word imperfectus, meaning “incomplete." Something imperfect is unfinished or damaged in some way. Colossians 2:10 tells Christians that we are complete in Jesus. Christians need to be careful when we talk about seeking anything outside of Jesus. 

I recall the time I enlisted in the Armed forces. We were preparing for a convoy trip to Baha California for desert training. We went through a rigorous exercise of what it takes to maneuver your way through the desert. The desert was scalding hot during the day and freezing cold at night, the desert is one of the world’s harshest environments. There is hardly any water, either. The sand is hard to walk on, the winds can be strong, and sandstorms can erupt with barely a moment’s notice. 

There’s no shade or modern transportation, and if that’s not enough, here’s one more reason to make you think thrice before embarking on a trip across the desert. In the desert you can come face to face with some of the deadliest aggressive creatures on earth. Here are just a few of them:  Gila monsters, rattlesnakes,
scorpions, spiders, centipedes, Africanized bees, wasps, wild dogs, and even cougars. I understood why we went through vigorous training.

Sometimes we were shown some disgusting things we might need to eat if food was scarce. I saw this play out on a TV show called "Fear Factor." In this show contestants had to do these amazing stunts for money. The second stunt is meant to mentally challenge the contestants or teams. The three most common types of stunts in the second round are eating stunts, animal stunts, and retrieval/transfer stunts. Eating stunts entail ingesting vile animal parts, live bugs, or a blended concoction of multiple items. 

They would eat things such as rats, spiders, snakes, or worms. Retrieval/transfer stunts involved retrieving items or gross objects (often by mouth) hidden in disgusting substances (for example, blood or lard) or live animals. It’s amazing to me the things we will do for money. I sometimes will view old western movies that involve men going through miles of desert to look for gold. It seems like they always underestimate the power of the desert. 

They are never able to calculate how much food, water, and other necessities they need for the journey. Many also in the movie had something called gold fever. They began to have thoughts of selfishness, greed and doing harm to those they originally trusted to help find the gold. Still want to go on a trip through the desert. It’s been said that people who struggle in the desert begin to see things that try to alleviate the mind from stressful situations. 

The definition of a mirage is an optical illusion, something that you believe you see but that isn't really there. An example of a mirage is when you believe you see water or a ship in the desert when it isn't really there. The mirage in life brings many things to our minds and our eyes. We've all heard the phrase "your eyes are bigger than your stomach" in relation to over filling yourself with food. The desert is filled with many deadly obstacles that make us wish for a utopia paradise that never comes to fruition. 

We start out having everything we need, but never really knowing if we have prepared how long the journey will take us. Instead of thriving and prospering from trusting in God, people will look for that perfect life in wealth and riches. My mother would always tell me everything that glitters isn't gold. People who look to mere humans for help and rescue live unproductive, dry lives, like a plant shrub languishing in the desert for lack of water. 

It's been proving repeatedly; every time a country searches for a utopian plan above the plan of salvation God has given us, that country has ended up in ruins. Despair makes us feel hopeless, isolated, and distant from God, but this is precisely when we need God most. Utopias are idealized visions of a perfect society. The belief that humans are perfectible leads, inevitably, to mistakes when “a perfect society” is designed for an imperfect people.


(I Samuel 8:1-22) >When God had taken care of the people of Israel to bring them out of Egypt, they immediately turned their eyes away from God and began to think the grass was greener for other nations. God had supplied all their need when they went through the wilderness. (Deuteronomy 29:5,6) They used two excuses to bring against Samuel the prophet. That he was old, and his sons didn't follow his ways. I always thought experienced leadership works best when decision making is needed. 

Had the Israelites submitted to God’s leadership, they would have thrived beyond their expectations. Samuel carefully explained all the negative consequences of having a king, but the Israelites refused to listen. When individuals try to have a utopian lifestyle it always ends in an implosion. Spiritual disaster always happens when we take our eyes off God and place them on the world. Jesus warned us about this. (Matthew 16:26) 

Remember when the people tried to build a tower that reached to the heavens. (Genesis 11:4-9) The tower of Babel was a great work, but it was a monument for the people not God. When people would ask me "is it ok to work for things you enjoy in life?" I would tell them, it’s OK to have things as long as you don't allow those things to have you. Satan tried this very ploy against Jesus in the wilderness. (Luke 4:5-8) I recall reading a story about a man who saw a snake frozen in the bitter cold. 

He picked up the snake and put it in the inner lining of his winter coat to keep it warm. After a few miles, the man felt the snake moving around and then without warning the snake bit him sinking his fangs deep into his chest. “Why?” the man asked. “I picked you up. I befriended you. I saved your life and trusted you.” “True!” the reptile hissed as it slid away. “But don’t blame me! You knew I was a snake when you picked me up.” 

It’s like winning at that mega lottery game, only to see the peace in your life destroyed by the relatives who come wanting your winnings. This is what can happen to those who think that having a utopian life will bring them wealth & prosperity. Many wealthy people during the pandemic and civil unrest have decided to move to less infected areas and the unrest. Can't say I blame them for running away from the chaos.

But many have moved to some of the most beautiful isolated islands in the world. Only to see it all come quickly to ruins through a hurricane. Many of you have heard of Jeffrey Epstein’s private Island. Its value is approximately 22 million dollars. Allegedly, there were bad things happening there. Now its desolate and worthless. This is like the snake story I shared with you earlier. I've always told people that if you ever see a U-Haul following a Hurst please call me. 

Mr. Epstein is gone, and his Island was left behind. The Hollywood lifestyle is similar in that many go there chasing utopian dreams. But just like vicious animals in the desert you may not see until they strike, the same has happened to many who journeyed into tinsel town. In our country today many are seeing what truly matters in life today. The pandemic and civil unrest has made some realize that God, family, and friends are a necessity. All of these involve internal reflection. 

When your heart is focused on the savior of the world, he is more than capable to meet all the needs your heart may desire. (Psalm 23:1-6; 37:4) The best way to understand what a Christian utopia looks like is by referring to the Bible. You never have to go outside of Jesus to find your utopia. (Matthew 6:8-13) Finally, the bible teaches us to be content with what God has blessed us with. (Philippines 4:11) also (I Timothy 6:8)

So, what does your utopia look like?


Here is a prayer you can pray when you feel your heart running towards utopia paradise.

"Oh Lord, You are my shepherd and I should not be in want, but so often I struggle to be content and do want; forgetting that you have graciously provided me with every spiritual blessing in Christ and everything I need for life and godliness.

Thank you for often not giving me what I want
because my desires would draw my heart from being satisfied in You. Help me to be content in You with what You have given me and to not be focused on what my flesh wants or the world tells me I should have.

Protect me from coveting possessions or people, talent or influence, relationships or prestige. Keep my heart from being anxious for what I don’t have and make me thankful for the numerous gifts that You have already given.

According to Your Word and steadfast love,
fill me with the joy and satisfaction of contentment in Christ. Help me learn to be content in any situation like Paul
and to quickly reject the idolatry that dwells beneath the surface of my coveting.

I ask you to continually bring to mind your faithful provision for all of my needs, that Christ died for the sin of coveting,
that in Christ I am free to be content and live righteously, and that godliness with contentment is greater gain than pleasing my flesh.

And may I be humbled and changed by the ultimate example of contentment; of Christ becoming poor in order that I could become rich, and being content to go to the cross to fulfill the Father’s will to rescue a people for Himself who can be free from discontent and zealous for good works." In Jesus wonderful name, Amen.
