Are you serious?

We've all heard the phrase, Do as I say, not as I do, meaning “don't imitate my behavior but obey my instructions.” Sometimes this phrase put into action can be positive and productive. For example, if someone said to you don't try to cross this river because it's dangerous, but I can because I've done it all my life and then continued to cross, It would probably be best to do as you're told. This person knew what he was doing and made it look easy. You might get to cross the river in time, but also in a different way. 

However, many times hypocrisy shows up in negative ways. When an older man smoking a cigarette, says to a teenager, “Don’t smoke, it’s bad for you.” Or when a teacher might say “follow my advice, it’s very good advice, so do as I say, even though I don’t do these things myself.” Many teenagers see this and think "how can I take these people seriously." Have you ever said to someone "I would like to trust you on this matter, but you're not being serious about it." 

This ("Do as I say, not as I do",) must have been inspired by Satan himself. This is an expression used to call out hypocrites, including environmentalists with private jets, politicians who send their children to private schools while opposing measures to give other kids the same chance, or those who accuse others of racism while not hiring minorities. Or when an outspoken vegetarian secretly eats bacon. When it comes to God’s people however, there is high standard of living above reproach in his family. 

Don’t forget, children can always see through phoniness. Jesus expects his followers to believe what they say and say what they mean. This is vital to Christian parents trying to raise their children to follow the ways of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4) Peter emphasized this concerning our walk with the Lord. Just as Jesus is holy his standard for us is to be holy. (I Peter 1:15,16) This process involves Christian maturity. Don't forget, everyone will reap what they sow. (Galatians 6:7,8) 

Hypocritical lifestyles destroy trust between individuals. Many individuals talk the talk, but struggle in walking the walk. There’s a reason why God takes oaths and promises very seriously. In my own relationship with God, I've experienced the pain of not living at times what I was saying. In real serious cases it can possibly destroy a person's testimony. People eventually will tune you out. Words and actions have power. (Proverbs 18:21) This is why Christians should always pray for their spiritual leaders. 

It can be easy to critique or criticize someone in the pulpit, but are we examining our own words with our actions. We must be careful as believers to always build up and not tear down. If a pastor has a church and is being blessed in his work and shows up one day driving an expensive automobile and exhorting his congregation to make donations for the glory of god; Before we begin to judge him as a charlatan, we must pray and let God handle any improprieties that may have been committed. 

Sometimes love offerings and gifts are given to our spiritual leaders. This is however not a sermon on judging others. Many Christians don't fully search the scriptures on what Jesus said about not judging others. One day, with God’s guidance I will do a sermon on judging a biblical perspective. You can read (John 7:24) as a starting point. That is where I would eventually end up. Ok, let's get back to taking me seriously. Have you ever been hurt because you failed to take someone words factually?

Jesus pointed out the hypocritical lifestyle of the Pharisees and Sadducees many times. (Matthew 15:7-9) In Matthew chapter 23, you could lightheartedly call this chapter the "hypocrite" chapter. These leaders were supposed to teach God’s truth to people. Jesus however exposed their hypocrisy. (Matthew 23:1-3) They were speaking God’s word but not living God's word. The biblical meaning of the word hypocrite comes from the Greek word hypokrites, “an actor” or “a stage player.”

It literally translates as “an interpreter from underneath” which reflects that ancient Greek actors wore masks and the actor spoke from underneath that mask. So, from this biblical understanding, one can safely say that if your actions don't match your words, you are just wearing a mask pretending to be someone else. So how can people take you seriously? Its vitally important to seek the counsel of God and surround yourself with wise counsel. (Proverbs 1:5) 

Why do you think people spend millions if not billions of dollars on lawyers to handle their difficult situations? These attorneys are trained to investigate and sift through all the facts to win your case. The Bible warns us of attitudes and activities to stay away from, how seriously do most Christians follow biblical counsel? If you follow Jesus, he will cause your words to stand on solid ground, and your actions to follow them.

In our society today many leaders are not taken seriously because when they say they want to help a particular group of individuals, but they turn away from the same people where internal destruction is taking place. Here's an related example, if there are 8 siblings in a family and the parents always break up an argument or fight between 2 of them but let the others just physically destroy each other, you might think there is some parental disfunction in the home.

This is what's happening in our country with civil unrest. If you really care about all individuals, then they should all matter to you. All lives matter to Jesus. With COVID-19 here in our society, the family structure is crumbling before our eyes. The divorce rate is rising, the suicide rate amongst our youth is rising. The educational system is teetering in how to best lead our children. 

When government officials tell us walls don't work, but proceed to have their property secured with walls, and the best security systems, and have armed personal protection, how can we take them seriously? Leaders in the penial system are faltering in how to handle incarceration. Letting prisoners out of prison to avoid a virus only to send them to areas where the virus may already be is simply showing dereliction of their duties. 

How do they justify letting those out of prison to avoid the virus who committed crimes, to only watch them commit more crimes? How can we take our leaders seriously when they are bringing pain to our communities? Some people may still use the phrase as "speaking out of both sides of their necks." Obviously meaning, you can't trust what they say. Do you want people to take you seriously? Try doing what the Apostle Paul. Paul suggested to his friends to follow his example. (I Corinthians 11:1)

When you follow Jesus, others will see your commitment and take you seriously. Please also read (Philippians 4:9) (Proverbs 16:20-30) I would close this message by saying if you want those close to your heart to take you seriously, you must first look inward before you look outward. We must be honest about our faults. Jesus told us to remove the plank out of own eyes before we can help someone with an eye issue. 

✝️ Christians must allow the Holy Spirit to transform our lives and make our words sweet as the honeycomb. (Proverbs 16:24) Those who don't know Jesus will say, "You Christians take this Jesus thing to seriously." Well, I can respond by saying "Jesus took me pretty seriously when he died for me on that cross."

In these days of COVID-19 and civil unrest, and to those who have lost hope, feel broken, and are afraid, Seriously, you need Jesus.

* Please read my how to know Jesus page.
