The dead end

"Good morning, and welcome to Worship Center Ministry. If you’re visiting for the first time, thank you for stopping by. Today Lord we search for your truth in these trying times. Open our eyes and give us wisdom to see and understand the wonderful ways in which you love us, Amen." Now that we have had a wonderful Thanksgiving and gathered with our families, it’s time to prepare for Christmas. How has your holiday plans worked out to this point? 

Since everything to us is a new normal, what are your plans for the Christmas season? How do you think Mr. Clause would handle COVID-19? Would he disinfect all his gifts? Would he scrub down all his reindeer? Would Rudolph's nose have a mask on it? How would he find his way in a blowing snowstorm? Would he change his direction and take a different route? I guess this is going to be a different Christmas for everyone. 

Speaking of direction, are any of you taking a different course in traveling this Christmas? Remember the days when your parents would try to buy the gift you wanted and would try to find stores they had never been to? All this without a GPS. Of course, people born after 1983 can't imagine how hard it was. The GPS system was invented in 1973 by the U.S. Department of Defense.

Today it has become part of our lives to find destinations when we travel. So, how did people find their way to locations before GPS came along? As a child growing up, I remember when we would all gather in the car to travel to a park or store for the first time. It was great seeing the many farmlands and animals along the way. We even used to play a game called "Herbie." We would simply scream out the word Herbie when we saw a "Volkswagen Beatle." 

Whoever called out the most when we arrived at our destination won the game. I'm not so sure our parent’s ears enjoyed all the loud noise. Sometimes our parents would pull over and stop because my dad had lost his way. My mom would pull out this huge map of the state of Pennsylvania. They would mark and point out streets and landmarks they knew. Sometimes they would disagree on which way to go. Their voices of disagreement would get as loud as ours was playing the Herbie game. 

Many times, I would just sit back and fall asleep and let them figure it out. Since my mom seemed to have better memory than my dad, she would remember landmarks, signs, and it was always nice to have a wonderful smile when asking someone for directions. My dad was usually at that point to angry or too proud to admit he was lost. You really know you are lost when you turn onto a street that ends up being a dead 💀 end. 

What’s really funny is that the person driving sometimes will still not admit that they are lost. Dead end signs are posted at the entrance of a road or street to let the driver know the path they are on ends in a dead end. Obviously, my dad was not aware of the sign that my mom had pointed out to him. Even more devastating is when you look at the gas indicator and find out you are low on gas. Now you have to pull over again to find out on the map where the nearest gas station is.

Sounds frustrating doesn't it? I remember the first time I sat in the car with my older brother. My brother knew the Pittsburgh area pretty well. Whenever we would go visit someone, he would always take shortcuts to get there faster. Many times, my brother would drive through alleys that looked like a war zone. There would be broken bottles on the street, brooms, potholes, and even garbage cans halfway in the street. 

I used to laugh but would also become that side seat 💺 driver that nobody likes to hear from. Years later I learned how to drive and would pick my brother up to go play basketball, but even as a passenger he would still want to take those shortcuts. "Turn here!" he would shout at the last minute. I used to think, how does he know all these shortcuts. Ironically, we never got lost or turned into a dead end. "Maybe." After Jesus had come into my life, he showed me how his true followers navigate the direction he has laid out for them.

I recall seeing that direction firsthand in the car of my pastor and his wife. It was a comical, but very loving interaction between them both. We were headed to some event that day and were running a little late. As we continued, it seemed the pastor had missed the turn he was supposed to take. His wife knew the area and suggested that he turn at the next off ramp. I could see his bodily movements as to shrug off her advice.

After she made a few more comments, he turned to her and said, "honey just enjoy the ride." Because she had the Holy Spirit in her life, she knew to let it go and it seems she began to pray for God to lead us where we needed to be and to make it on time. I'm sure she also prayed for him. The Bible tells us that a soft answer turns away wrath. I could see him take hold of hand and they smiled at each other. It seemed there was a peace inside the car that I had never experienced before.

I also had seen some landmarks and thought to get involved in the conversation, but again remember, nobody likes a side seat driver. By the way, we did get to the event on time. This interaction between the pastor and his wife reminded me about how Abraham and Sarah had their conflict surrounding their issue with Hagar. Whenever the wife makes a suggestion, the husband had best hear her and listen carefully (Genesis 21:12). 

It’s important to know that God places those spiritual side seat drivers in our life to perhaps help us from going down the road of destruction. Ultimately, you control and choose which road you are going to drive on. I remember one lady who told me she didn't need anyone to tell her about God because her father was a pastor. I lovingly tried to explain to her that there are no coat rides to heaven. 

If you believe traveling with someone that has a certain status gives you the same spiritual credentials as them, you are sadly mistaken. It’s like you and your family attending a Pittsburgh Steeler football game. You all may drive down together to the stadium 🏟. You all may be dressed in the same steeler uniforms, but when you arrive at that gate and don't have a ticket, guess what? you will not be allowed to enter the game. God treats us the same way in our choosing which spiritual road we will drive on. 

Jesus must be the only driver to get you to your destination. Jesus told his disciples that he the only way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). Once Jesus is Lord in your life, you can sit back and enjoy the ride to glory. You've heard the phrase God is my co-pilot, no! no! God is the pilot! I can't navigate this life against all those destructive spiritual potholes that Satan has placed in my path. We are not skilled enough to defeat him on his Nascar track. 

The Bible says that Satan is the prince of this world (Ephesians 2:2). Paul describes Satan, the devil, as “the commander of the powers in the unseen world.” But the devil is only the temporary ruler of the part of the world that chooses to follow him. Who are you following today? Who is leading you today? Many feel that they control life's road on which they travel. But just as you don't control the plane you fly on, or the cruise ship you sail on, the train you ride on, and lastly, even the hearse that takes you to the cemetery, you are not in control of this life like you may think. 

Jesus mentioned two roads in this world we can travel. One is wide and one is narrow (Matthew 7:13,14). Many people do not like to travel on crowded highways or busy city intersections. We are always trying to avoid the most congested roadways. Some may think, "isn't the narrow road crowded as well?" The narrow rode has many people on it. As a matter of fact, if the whole world would turn to the road Jesus is on, it would greatly accommodate it. 

Sadly, most people do not want to be on any road that Jesus is on. If they only knew, eternal life lives on this road. Jesus travels with us on this road. GPS for the true believer stands for ("God’s Positioning System"). Jesus also has other believers on this road. Jesus is the one who stops and turns back to help you when you get that spiritual flat tire, or your husband leaves you, or your children are rebellious, when you’re sick and feel you can't drive anymore. He is all you need to travel on this road. 

The other road is filled with every destructive obstacle that leads to death. On this road everyone is selfish, no one cares. When your broke down on this road, no one stops to help. Satan just tells you to keep coming his way. He even gives you a blind fold and says "trust me" I know what’s best for you. Jesus has told us that when the blind lead the blind, both fall in a ditch. (Matthew 15:14; Psalm 7:14). Again, the narrow is the best way because Jesus is on it. 

John noted that Jesus explained to his disciples that he is the gate (John 10:7-9). Jesus did not mean that it is difficult to become a Christian but that only one gate leads to eternal life with God and that only a few discover the difficult road that leads to it. God created the heavens and earth. He owns them. He alone determines the requirements for who can enter his Kingdom. As I mentioned earlier, you can't attend a Pittsburgh Steeler football game unless you purchase a ticket and abide by the rules before entering the facility. 

Jesus has already prepared the road and even prepared us a home and place to live in (John 14:1-6). He told his disciples they know the way. Jesus is our spiritual GPS, but he still wants us to keep our eyes on him. Would you allow a blind person to drive you down the road? If you did you would probably be terrified as soon as you got in the vehicle. Your eyes would be focused on his every move. With Jesus, there is peace and calm in every mile you’re with him. 

He can lead you where you are going and yet still give you his undivided attention. He is in complete control of your life while you’re on this narrow road. Many people feel they are on this narrow road but end up hearing Jesus say, " depart from me I never knew you." Jesus spoke about anti-Christ religions that would follow after he was gone (Matthew 24:3-8). He also chastised the Pharisees and Sadducees for heaping extra laws on them, leading them further away from God (Matthew 23:13-16). 

John the apostle spoke about false teachers that would ensnare many and make them believe they are on the right spiritual road (I John 4:1-3). Have you ever been in the car with someone who promised to take you somewhere and you were pleased and happy to go with them until they took you somewhere you hated? Some of you may have experienced this during your dating years. Satan had many counterfeit religions that he traps people into. To see a list of some of them please go to my drop-down page entitled "Christianity vs Cults." 

The Bible says Satan can transform himself into an angel of light. So, if he can appear to be someone he is not, he can also speak things into your ears that are not true. Which means he can also lead you down a dead-end trap to spiritual separation from God for all eternity. The Bible says that man thinks he knows the direct way (Proverbs 16:25). However, the end of that way leads to death. If I told you I had a special trip planned for you and everything you wanted in life was to be afforded to you. 

But If I told you just before you arrived at your utopian paradise, there would be a horrific accident killing you and those you got to travel with you. Would you still take this trip? No one ever plans a vacation with this in mind. There are many people in the bible who tried to go in the opposite direction God wanted them to go. Jonah decided he knew what was best for the people of Nineveh. When God gave him instruction to preach to the people, Jonah went in his own direction. 

We all know the outcome of that story. Balaam (Numbers 22:21-34) tried to get his donkey to go in a certain direction, but God had other things in mind he wanted accomplished through Balaam. The two disciples of Jesus after he died were filled with sorry and were walking away from Jerusalem. But again, Jesus had other plans for them (Matthew 24:1-6). Sometimes Satan will try to hinder the path God wants for us (I Thessalonians 2:17,18; Daniel 10:12,13). 

Satan can be like those under construction signs and detours you experience when driving. But God simply moves him aside, so your road is clear. God has changed my life from that dead path I was on to place my feet on a solid ground and direction that lead to where I am today and where he plans to take me tomorrow  (Jeremiah 29:11). Some people still use road maps today because they just understand the GPS system. They prefer not to listen to that screeching voice saying “turn left” a map for navigation now. Most of you have seen the hilarious All State mayhem commercials where the guy yells “turn left!” After you wreck your car he smiles and says “recalculating.” In the spiritual realm Satan treats us the same way. If we allow him to control our lives, his GPS is set to take us to hell. ✔ [While a GPS can get you from A to B efficiently, you have no idea what is in between, or how they relate. That’s where Satan wants to do all the damage in our lives, between A and B.

It is our natural tendency to seek outward, tangible signs as indications of God’s direction and as a basis for our faith in him. However, God intends to nurture in us a faith and a trust that do not require external support.] Before your life comes to a dead-end, look back and know that Jesus came to save your life before you lose it. Everyone has story to tell. Many may think they know where they have been, where they are now, and where they are going. But just like needing the GPS to get to your destination, you need Jesus to get to that destination called "heaven."

This is how my spiritual GPS map unfolded; 

1. My life before I met Christ. (under Satan’s direction)

2. How I came to know Christ. (Jesus came to me when I opened the door of my heart)

3. My life after I Met Christ. (Now God is the spiritual GPS of my life which leads to an eternal place called heaven.) 

There are only two spiritual GPS forces on this earth. Satan has a direction for the world which leads to destruction. (Proverbs 15:11; 16:17,18; John 10:10) God leads on the path of righteousness. Matthew 7:13; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; Psalm 23:1-6)


✝️ This is how you can avoid that dead-end spiritual death you are headed for. Pray this prayer and Jesus will guide you the rest of the way. Thank you, Lord, for being merciful to me. You are always good and do what is right; you show the proper path to me and turn me around when I go astray.
You lead my heart to humbleness in doing right, teaching me your way. Thank you, Lord, for leading me with unfailing love and faithfulness. Help me to keep all your covenants and obey your demands. In Jesus name, Amen.


📕 Other Scriptures to look at: (Psalm 143:10; Philippians 1:6; Ephesians 2:10)
