Laws, Laws, Laws, 

Have you ever been put in a position where you had to evaluate someone’s request that violated your moral standards? Have you ever been pulled over by a police officer and still respected what his position represents? 

As the Church today faces a myriad of laws, rules, and regulations, how should Christians respond to what government and state officials are doing? What does God's word have to say? I have spoken to many Christians by phone, emails, and texting. I've listened to many comments on how some view government and how they view God's word during this Covid-19 pandemic.

 One person I had a rather spirited conversation with concerning Christian's still gathering at certain in limited numbers. He seemed to be all in on whatever government said about social distancing. He had no Idea what God's word says concerning conflicts with government. 

Many reports have surfaced on how Christians are being targeted to end their worship gatherings. While others gather at beer distributors and different meetings, Christian's are forbidden to assemble. Let's look at God's word in how we are to respond to State and Government. 

In Romans 13:1-7, we see God created government to establish order, punish evil, and promote justice (Genesis 9:6; 1 Corinthians 14:33; Romans 12:8). We are to obey the government in everything—paying taxes, obeying rules and laws, and showing respect. The next question is “Is there a time when we should intentionally disobey the laws of the land?” The answer to that question may be found in Acts 5:27-29. As Christians, our first allegiance is to Jesus as Lord, but we must obey our government and its leaders as well. Christians are not above the law. Obeying the civil law is only the beginning of our Christian responsibility; we must do what we can to be good citizens. 

We must remember, Church and state are concerned with two totally different spheres—the spiritual and the physical—and thus complement each other but do not work together. As Christians, our first allegiance is to Jesus as Lord, but we must obey our government and the government’s laws or regulations unless those laws clearly require you to violate the moral standards revealed by God. 

Conflict with the world and its authorities is sometimes inevitable for a Christian (John 15:18). There will be situations where you cannot obey both God and people. Then you must obey God and trust his Word. We should strive to live peacefully with government.

We should never allow government to force us to disobey God. Jesus and his apostles never disobeyed the government for personal reasons; when they disobeyed, it was in order to follow God’s moral standards. Their disobedience was not cheap: They were threatened, beaten, thrown into jail, tortured, or executed for their convictions. Like them, if we are compelled to disobey, we must be ready to accept the consequences.
As soon as the law of the land contradicts God’s command, we are to disobey the law of the land and obey God’s law. However, even in that instance, we are to accept the government’s authority over us. 
God's word directs us to pray for all leaders that rule over us. We stand United as believers and know God will be glorified during this time. May the power of God rest on his Church. 


💒 Blessings, Pastor Todd 
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