Shutdown but not closed


In this ever-changing time of uncertainty, it is great to see the wonderful ingenuity and creativity of minds working around the pandemic. From the home life, to the business world, educational system, our medical services, and the sporting events, people are determined to move forward and not allow things to just shutdown. At ATI (Allegheny Ludlum) where I was employed for many years, we had scheduled dates of shutdown for maintenance. 

Careful planning went into every shutdown to minimize lost time. We would often increase production during startup for that week. Certain department operations were shutdown, but the company’s doors remained open. We worked around those operations that were idol. The political leaders are at the forefront of every decision surrounding the virus. When we take a step back and look at the history of man and his decision-making efforts, we find in most cases he has failed miserably.

In our government system you have heard many politicians on both sides say, "we want to be open and transparent about our policies." But today many hide behind their views on how we should approach this pandemic. Is it truly wise to shut everything down around something you can't even see? In the sporting culture they have reinstated their season. Some have decided to play in a bubble environment placing strict guidelines on movement of their players.

Even with all this caution, there has still been some infections. So, the question is, how do we mitigate the spread without shutting down everyday life? Many medical experts have given their opinions on how to successfully maneuver our way through this dilemma. I have a question for you today. Many have heard the phrase "to think out of the box." Here is the simply meaning; it is a metaphor that means to think differently, unconventionally, or from a new perspective. 

This phrase often refers to novel or creative thinking. Do you believe that this is the case with our political leaders? To think out of box also means you are not shut-in to simple methods that don't offer concrete solutions. Does our creator think out of the box? Here's a homework assignment for you. Read your Bible and find me situations where God addressed life & death issues. And how did it differ from man's solution. God's ways to unsolved problems are always better than ours. (Isaiah 55:9) 

The answer for America is to turn back to God. A nation cannot survive chaos without inviting the creator to guide you through it. (Psalm 23:4) God is ever present in times of great difficulty. (Psalm 46:1) There are many great events that took place in the bible when people suffered through catastrophic Events. In each case the people who believed in God turned to him for help. There have been many catastrophic events in our world. 

We have had avalanche, earthquakes, floods, forest fires, hurricane, lightning, tornadoes, tsunami, and volcanic eruptions. We have had wars. All this, excluding epidemics and famines. After all this destruction and lives destroyed, the answer to the question why is God through his son Jesus Christ. God is not a shutdown close it up type God. His heart is open for us to know him personally. He desires an intimate relationship with us. 

God cannot be shut in a box with government regulations any more than the authentic believer can about expressing his witness (Jesus) to people who live in darkness. (Jeremiah 20:9) David wanted to build a house for God, but God would not allow him to because he was a man of war and has spilled much blood. (I Chronicles 28:3) He later allowed his son Solomon to build it. No matter the restrictions our government tries to impose on the church, it will never succeed. 

Jesus is the head of the church and his words can never be silenced or shutdown. He told Peter (which means rock) he was the rock that he would build his church on. (Matthew 16:18) "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but his words shall never pass away." (Matthew 24:35) God has poured out his wisdom on those who seek it during this epidemic we live in. I have heard and seen many creative ideas the Holy Spirit has given to his people to continue to preach the good news of the gospel. 

The spiritual wisdom from God is far above the earthly ways of man. (I Corinthians 1:27) (I Corinthians 2:14) God is a Spirit and if this country wants to navigate its way through this pandemic then Jesus must be its only answer. Jesus mentioned in his parable the wise and the foolish builders appearing in the Gospel of Matthew (7:24–27) and Luke (6:46–49). The parable illustrates the importance of building one's life on obedience to the teachings and example of Jesus. 

The United States continues to try and build this country on power, greed, hate, pride, abortion, pornography, and people losing their identity in the way God created them to be. (Read Proverbs 6:16-19) Unless this country allows God to build the house (Psalm 127:1) calamity and destruction can come quickly. (Proverbs 6:15) Also read (Jeremiah 17:5-8) As the country goes through this epidemic, many suffer with all manner of emotional illness. 

Suicide has risen to dangerous levels with our youth. The Holy Spirit of God is speaking to his church today. Many pastors and spiritual leaders are trying to balance what God would have them do and still respect what government officials would have them do. The church must be careful about what direction they take from government. It has already led to harsh rules such as no singing in church, or limited size of groups when witnessing outside. 

These are just some examples of their far-reaching laws into the church. It’s like inviting an elephant into your church. As the elephant pushes in more and more other things get squeezed out. Look what other nations have done to their citizens who are followers of Jesus. These tyrannical governments have shut down the people’s freedoms. There are many churches underground. Cruel and oppressive governments only bring destruction to their own land. 

Look at the country of Venezuela. It once was a beautiful nation. The Bible tells us Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to all people. (Proverbs 14:34) It’s like a destructive forest fire that burns everything in its path. However, when Gods people trust him (Proverbs 3:5,6) he will fight our battles and we will reign in victory. Here is a report of what happened with Pastor John McArthur: A judge in California on Friday allowed a prominent pastor in Los Angeles to hold indoor in-person services despite Gov. Gavin Newsom's coronavirus restrictions, including banning singing in houses of worship. Earlier this month, MacArthur told the news he began holding indoor services in the form of "peaceful protest" at his Sun Valley church, despite being warned he could face fines or arrest.

"We feel like we are the most essential reality in the world," MacArthur told host Shannon Bream. "Look, Jesus is Lord ... He is the head of our church. Gov. Newsom is not the head of the church. [Los Angeles] Mayor [Eric] Garcetti is not the head of the church."  In addition to MacArthur, a network of churches, led by Pastor Che Ahn of Harvest Rock Church, filed a lawsuit in July challenging the Democrat governor's orders. 

California worship leader Sean Feucht has been holding "Let Us Worship" events across the state and nation, taking the church outside the building. California leadership, "and I would say at best show it's hypocrisy and at worst, it's bigotry. You know there's a target on churches." Saul in the Bible had persecuted Christians and later as Paul told us to be prepared for persecution. (2 Corinthians 12:10) Even with many doors being closed all the time, God has remained open to the cry of his people. 

Persecution from political appointees will never separate us from the love of Jesus. (Romans 8:35-39) Paul and Silas endured beatings from those who disagreed with their witness (Acts 16:19-25) and they still continued to pray and sang praises unto God. Governments always view Christians as a nuisance. Even with the onslaught of the virus, God's people are in a win not lose situation. To be taken from this world puts us in the presence of our savior. (2 Corinthians 5:8) 

Those who don't know Jesus do not have this assurance. I love the song "Blessed assurance" during this time of uncertainty. How is your spiritual foundation today? Are your feet on solid ground? The bible says we may be cast down, but not destroyed. (2 Corinthians 4:9) Are you praying for your spiritual leaders? Just as God made provision for Moses and the people during the plagues on Egypt, we can expect God's protection of his people during these days of pandemic and civil unrest. 

Repentance is a word many in Christian circles are afraid to utter. Many pastors delete it from their sermons. Feel good sermons never really get to the heart of the matter. In the presence of a Holy God, we must understand he requires holy obedience. There are many churches lost in religion and have succumbed to Satan's counterfeit schemes. In the well know classic "How the Grinch stole Christmas" In the cartoon the Grinch thinks that Christmas is all about the gifts, decorations, and food. 

He steals all these things from the Whos and is surprised to find that they still sing and smile. The Grinch then learns that Christmas spirit is more than the things that can be bought and is something inside everyone. This is exactly where our country is today. Satan (the Grinch) has been using many leaders to shutdown liberties and impose restrictions of every kind hoping to demoralize individuals. People don't respond well to being herded like cattle, as opposed to being led like sheep. (John 10:27) 

Just as the whos kept singing when everything was removed from their normal way of life, those who belong to Jesus continue to worship him in Spirit and in truth. (John 4:21-24) You can tell which individuals hate unity. They hate the word "United" In God's house there are people of every nation, color, and creed. God is not a respecter of persons. We are all created equally in his image. We are the human race. No one was able to choose his or her own skin color when born into this world. 

God always looks at the heart of every individual. (I Samuel 16:7) When Jesus died on the cross the veil was torn to represent God opening his presence, salvation, and eternal life to anyone seeking to turn to Jesus. The glow on the face of Moses scared the people. Paul adds that this veil kept them from seeing the radiance fade away. This veil illustrates the fading of the old system and the veiling of the people’s minds because of their pride, hardness of heart, and refusal to repent. 

When anyone becomes a Christian, the veil is taken away. (2 Corinthians 3:12-18) That is why true believers are changed from the inside out (true Christianity) not outside in. (religion) How has your life been shutdown? Do you feel smothered and muzzled by all the rules and regulations? If you open your heart at the knock of Jesus, he'll replace all the fears with his loving peace. 

There are no shutdowns in Gods house. (2 Corinthians 5:1)
He's always open for business.
