There is no greater gift

As we plan for the Christmas holiday, many are making that last ditch effort to buy that special gift for someone they love. This a different Christmas week than we are used too. Travel plans are being more scrutinized than ever before. How do you deliver that perfect gift and yet keep a distance because of COVID protocols? Has your Christmas list changed this year? Has this year made it more difficult for you to find that perfect gift? 

Will your parents and grandparents be involved the Christmas season? Despite the COVID climate we live in, searching for that special gift is still a daunting task. Some Christmas gifts are easy to pick for certain individuals. A child who spends a lot of time involved in drawing might expect to receive a vintage drawing book, an inspiration art case, cartoons art book, colored pencil set, or a sketchbook. 

When my daughter was young, I noticed her desire to color and draw. When Christmas would come around, I found myself searching for different arts and crafts businesses to buy her that special gift. How hard do you think it is to buy someone that special gift? Have you ever received a gift and failed to even open it? How embarrassing would that be to have someone call you a month after Christmas to see if you liked the gift, they sent you? 

An unopened gift is probably worse than giving a bad gift. Receiving a gift and not opening it sends all kinds of messages to the person who sent it. It also opens the door for you to fabricate and make up stories as to why you didn't open it. I believe it’s called "telling a lie." Giving the right gift to someone takes time and effort to achieve that emotional impact in their life. People will make a list of all the things the person may be interested in and things that define who they are. 

If you have a close friend, you might look to the past to find out what were their favorite things to do. It may take a little snooping. In life, we say it’s inappropriate to stick your nose in other people's business. During the Christmas season, it would be ok to stick your nose in their business to acquire that special gift for them. You can always tell when the Christmas season is upon us. The songs you hear on the radio, the movies you see on television, and the beautiful lights you see in your neighborhood at night. 

Other things related to Christmas are angels, artificial trees, bells, baby births, boots, candles, candy canes, decorations, eggnog, elves, garland, gift-giving, gingerbread, and family reunions. I'm sure many of you plan well ahead of the Christmas season. It’s one of the most lucrative holidays for business owners. As a child I remember the song, "All I want for Christmas are my two front teeth." I never knew who wrote the song tell much later in life. 

It was written in 1944 by Donald Yetter Gardner while teaching music in public school. He noticed a lot of students had a front tooth missing. When getting your front set of teeth in, it can be exciting for a child to get them. However, even though I liked the song, I thought of more things I wanted for Christmas than a mouth full of teeth. This year the Christmas season has been slowed by the dreadful virus. The mad dash for "Black Friday" has been slowed to a crawl. 

People still, however searching for that perfect gift. When it comes to giving, nobody does it better than our creator. God almighty, Ancient of Days, Abba Father, Most High, Elohim, El-Shaddai, Yahweh, Jehovah, and Adonai. Do you mention these names during Christmas? I still love the Christmas songs that glorify God and his son. I love the song, "Behold he comes." When God gets involved in giving something, there are no flaws, imperfections, blemishes, blights, blotches, defects, deformities, or disfigurement. 

When you receive that gift on Christmas and its missing a part or it doesn't fit, you must make the preparation of returning it. The other thing about Christmas gifts is, they all have an expiration date on them in relation to your heart. Some may say, "wait a minute Pastor Todd! I still have my pearl necklace my husband gave me 30 years ago." Well, I think that's beautiful. However, your love for the giver of that gift will outlast the gift itself.
Many times, a wife may even forget she is wearing the wedding ring her husband got her 30 years ago. Some of you may remember the story of a woman who spent $1500 on 300 Christmas presents for her three children. (Check out the picture online) When criticized her attitude was "what I buy my kids is my business, no one else's." Does she make a great point? I would say it is her choice to give whatever she desires to give them. 

There are, however, things our children can grasp that can lead to gratifications that can harm them. Can her children still grasp onto the phrase, "it’s better to give than receive"? God loves a cheerful giver. When it comes to giving gifts, God gave only one, not 300. It is that perfect gift given to all humanity. We celebrate this gift all the world. But where is he in relation to all the other gifts you may receive this year? 

Have you ever seen how families gather Christmas morning and begin to grab at gifts with their names on them? Sometimes after all the gifts are opened, there may be that one gift tucked away in corner that everyone may have missed. It could be the best gift out of them all for that one person. This is how Jesus is missed by many in the world today. We celebrate Christmas but forget about the gift that gives eternal life. What a glorious present! 

Not looking for Jesus at Christmas is like attending a wedding without the bride and groom. You have all the excitement and extravagant things to look at, but it would mean nothing without the bride and groom. God had already prepared those who knew him of this great gift he was sending to humanity. (2 Samuel 7:12,13; Micah 5:2; Luke 1:27, 34; 2:1-20). The doctrine of the virgin birth is crucially important to Christians. First, let us look at how Scripture describes the event. 

In response to Mary’s question, “How will this be?” (Luke 1:34), Gabriel says, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35). The Annunciation brought news of the Incarnation. The angel encourages Joseph to not fear marrying Mary with these words: “What is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18-25). Matthew states that the virgin “was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18). 

Galatians 4:4 also teaches the Virgin Birth: “God sent His Son, born of a woman.” What an amazing God he is! This birth is a result of the Holy Spirit working inside Mary's body. She couldn't impregnate herself. She was just a vessel that God would use to bring us the greatest gift ever (Incarnation). The story of giving gifts (Psalm 72:9,10) can be found in the book of Matthew 2:1-15 These wise men (not 3 as the story has been told) traveled and brought gifts to the house where Mary was, not the manger as so believed. 

They did however, come bearing gifts. (Matthew 2:11). The star that stood in the sky was an invitation and guided the wise men to this historic event. Have you ever been invited to a special party, wedding reception, or graduation and forgot to bring a gift? It can be a little embarrassing when everyone's eyes are on you. I realize not everyone can afford to bring a gift, but you can write a note and hand it to them. *We know that the magi were wise men from "the East," most likely Persia, or modern-day Iran. 

This means the wise men traveled 800 to 900 miles to see the Christ child. Some of you traveled this many miles this Christmas. They followed God’s guidance joyfully (Matthew 2:10). When they arrived in Bethlehem, they gave costly gifts to Jesus and worshiped Him. Is it possible to give a gift grudgingly? How much thought do you give in giving or receiving a gift? 

So, the magi were men who 1) read and believed God’s Word, 2) sought Jesus, 3) recognized the worth of Christ, 4) humbled themselves to worship Jesus, and 5) obeyed God rather than man. They were truly wise men! Now how much thought do you put into understanding the real meaning behind Christmas? It’s certainly not that big list of material things I mentioned to you earlier. Sometimes we may have Jesus in the house, but do we recognize him? 

The Bible says he came unto his own and they didn't receive him (John 1:11). Have you half-hearted searched him this Christmas? The Magi brought their best gifts to Jesus. Gold was a gift for royalty; frankincense was a gift for deity; and myrrh was a spice used to anoint a body for burial. It's been said, it is the thought that counts behind giving a gift. God gave his only son as a gift to you. You are God's greatest treasure on earth. He wants to give you the gift of salvation. 

This gift doesn't cost you a penny. God has already paid the price for you (I Corinthians 6:19,20). Please go to my drop-down page and read "how to know Jesus." So, where is Jesus in your Christmas this year? Is he an afterthought? Do you include him in your Christmas by starting your morning together in prayer? When Jesus was lying in the manger, the magi placed all their attention on Jesus. Although Mary and Joseph were there, the baby Jesus took center stage. 

Have you ever gone to a hospital to visit the mother of a newborn and never acknowledged the birth? This Christmas, as you gather with
Items such as hot chocolate, sugar cookies, homemade chocolates, singing Christmas carols, remember who made it all possible (John 1:3). God understands how to give gifts. ✔ [The word "gift" is in the King James Version of The Bible 59 times. It is in 52 verses. charismata refer to the fact that they are granted as an act of God’s grace (charis).] 

The spiritual gifts are given by grace and are not based on our worthiness or personal abilities; they are given according to God’s sovereign choice (1 Corinthians 12:4–7).
Here is a list of the many gifts God bestows upon us. Every day is Christmas with God. Jesus is the gift who keeps on giving.

1) Miraculous Gifts (I Corinthians 12:1-28)
2) Enabling Gifts;  vs. 8-10
3) Team Gifts (Ephesians 4:11) (Romans 12:8)
4) Speaking gifts (I Peter 4:9-11)

The purpose of the gifts is “that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” This Christmas, my prayer is that we do not make Jesus an afterthought. Santa Claus may take center stage on December 25th, but Jesus gives gifts that last for eternity. His gifts never get old or wear out. Wouldn't you love to have the gift of eternal life?

You can by praying this prayer right where you are. "Dear Jesus, I realize that Christmas comes, and I get lost in all the commercialism of the holiday. You gave your life for me so I can receive this miraculous gift called salvation. I ask you to forgive me of my sins and believe in my heart that God raised you from the dead. I ask you to be Lord of my life. Thank you, Jesus, for this awesome gift, amen."


If you just prayed that prayed, welcome to the family of God! This gift will be with you for eternity. Jesus is the perfect gift for every life.

[Bible dictionary]
