Is there any room for me?

When it's time to receive your hard-earned financial pay for you and your family, do you know where your hard-earned income is being spent? Without being financial experts, most people have a general idea of where their money is being spent. When people don't know where their money is going, it can take up valuable time to find out what happened. 

When husbands and wives don't communicate at their financial round table discussions; confusion, anger, mistrust, and pointing blame fills the home. In my teen years, money was something I never kept my eye on. When I had it, it went straight to my pocket. The problem began, when I started spending it and not keeping a record of where it went. I remember uttering the words, as I reached deep in my pockets, "where did all my money go." 

This happened on numerous occasions in my adolescent years. How many of you have felt like your money had wings and flew right out the window? It's tough enough trying to keep up with financial accounts for our families. But what about the money we give to our government, our municipalities? Does government waste bother you? Here are a couple of words that may or may not interest you: pork barrel and earmarks. 

What is the definition of these words? A company might earmark a sum to spend on upgrading its IT system, or a city government might earmark the proceeds of a municipal bond issue to pay for a new road or bridge. Typically, "pork" involves funding for government programs who’s economic or service benefits are concentrated in a particular area but whose costs are spread among all taxpayers. 

These and other words can be found in reading the Congressional pig book. You can usually find government officials using this taxpayer money in corruptible and wasteful ways. How is this related to the church? The church operates through the headship of Jesus Christ. The bible tells us to be good stewards over all he supplies us with. 

Some might already think this is a message about giving financial support to certain ministries. Some may also think this is a message about personal responsibility of tithing. This is a message of how churches can become over bloated and filled with frivolous programs that leave no room for the Holy Spirit to operate effectively. 

Remember when Mary had to deliver her son (Jesus) in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7) This is what we can do to the Holy Spirit when we place programs over his leading. We grieve and squeeze him out at times. Churches are being spiritually deluded by a barrage of programs that add in number (individuals) but not in spiritual edification. (growth) 

Does this mean that I am against all programs born out the guidance and vision from the Holy Spirit? I certainly pray and support them. When God blesses the program, he is always glorified in it and fills it with changed lives. 

God gets credit for the increase (I Corinthians 3:6-9) When the program is lifted above the spiritual design God would want for it, the program becomes like a shriveled up grape detached from the vine. During the Covid epidemic, many challenges have come to the door of churches.
Many churches are using great innovations to reach the lost. 

With zoom and other digital ways to come against social distancing, the church should always be mindful of not putting the program over the people. I know of churches that have moved their services outdoors and some having services with individuals staying in the cars. It reminds me of the old drive-in days. These are wonderful ideas if there not turned into “dress your car up program day” or tie the biggest balloon on car day. 

The message could get lost in the program. Much prayer and direction are needed during these Uncertain times. God told us he would give wisdom to us liberally when we ask for it. There are programs designed to help men, women, and children be effective spiritual warriors against the enemy. Many women are involved in programs designed to help them be spiritual (Proverbs 31 women.) A few things come to mind about programs for women in the church:

*1. The Bible is sufficient: (2 Timothy 3:16,17)  (Ephesians 4:11-13)

In the building of spiritual lives we’ve hosted a few events over the past few years, even though we’ve chosen not to have a formal women’s ministry, a regular women’s Bible Study, or a retreat. And yet, our women have been anything but neglected. How, you ask?


2) Through the Preaching and Teaching of God’s Word:

Paul never took people on special boating programs with elaborate plans. He simply preached the word of God.


3) Through Discipling:

Discipling relationships have far greater eternal impact than any event. 


4) Through Hospitality:

These seemingly small moments of living life together over a meal or at the park have helped us all to honor God with our daily living and challenged us to be women growing in grace.



A) Believe the best about your church.
Consider What’s Already Being Done
In other words, don’t fall for the myth that programs have to be “Women Only” in order to be an encouragement to women. 

B) Believe God is faithful. God certainly knows how to lead us out yet keep us together, so we are not his spiritual sheep separated into different camps. No one in heaven is ever separated from each other.

Events and programs in of themselves aren’t bad. But when we depend on them to do all the work of discipling and relationship-building, we should expect them to eventually fail. Because we desire to see gospel growth in the lives of women, we should be less concerned with our event calendar and more concerned that every woman in our churches understands God’s whole Word is for them.

The Bible doesn't command believers to organize small groups and bible study groups. It does not command us to hold special gatherings. Many of us tend to think immediately of formal programs when this subject arises. When the congregation is healthy, you don’t have to separate yourselves apart for greater unity. An abundance of programs can lead to isolation among groups. It can be at times like a rugby match. Everyone is after the same thing, but then separate to their own sides. 

People can be word filled without going on retreats to Italy to have that same word filling. I'm certainly not against travel or fun, but we can financially use that to reach souls at home. The Bible is spiritual food for the whole heart.

* From Mrs. Carrie R.
North Carolina Church

Don't allow your church calendar to squeeze out the spiritual growth and potential God has for you.

Scripture readings: Proverbs 16:3,9; 19:21; Jeremiah 29:10
