The incandescent life

Good morning church. Dear Lord, I ask that your Holy Spirit would be at work, opening our ears to hear and our hearts to receive your word. May we be transformed into your likeness. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. I want to thank all of you for joining so many others to Worship Center Ministry. May your visit be uplifting and encouraging. Last week I wrote a difficult message pertaining to living a dead-end life. 

Many of you may know someone who is headed in a such that direction. I encourage you to get involved and point them to Jesus. Today I would like to focus on something that will lift your heart and fill you with Joy. With the holidays upon us, but the virus all around us, this year, someone may have those down in the dump blues. Does it feel like the Christmas season to you? Does your life feel like someone left a piece of coal in your pocket? 

I have spoken to many people who feel dull and gloomy. The virus discussion has made them feel pessimistic about what to look forward too. I want to encourage you to hold on, stand strong, and begin to trust what you see and hear from someone who will bring you through this time of uncertainty. Around this time of year, many television networks roll out the holiday Christmas specials. Many of the classics are created for children, but I still love some of them today.

One of my favorites is "How the Grinch stole Christmas." There are many memorable moments, but my favorite is when the grinch had stolen all the things that were important to them they gathered around, held hands, and began to sing. They were holding on to something greater in their hearts that the grinch could not steal from them. Do any of you remember what stood above them as they sang? Should I reveal it now or let you figure it out? 


Maybe switching to another topic will help you. Would you like to feel the way the "Who" did, regardless of everything that’s going on around you? Has this COVID year made you feel dull, dim, lifeless, hopeless? There is someone I know who faced a huge task of leading people from one location to the other. He faced everything we face today and much more. His name is Moses. One of the most famous names in the bible. His story has also been made into a movie classic. 

Moses led approximately two million Israelites out of Egypt, and they lived for 40 years in the Sinai. Later they based themselves at Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandments. I would like to focus on the meeting that took place when Moses went up to the mount, and when he came down from the mount. This certainly was no Jack and Jill moment. Moses did not go up to fetch a pail of water. Have you ever gone to visit someone and left the same way after visiting them? Have you been invited to someone's house and returned home, and your family gave you strange looks? 

They may even know where you've been and who you were talking too. In the springtime, people will have what some people refer to as "spring fever." When a woman is pregnant and filled with the joy of expecting her first child, she may experience a glow that people see. Many things in life can have a glow that attracts us to it. As a teenager me and my friends would wait until it got dark to catch lightening bugs. If you placed a lot in a jar, they gave off a luminating light. 

In the daytime these insects looked like any other insect. There was nothing special about their appearance. Many people own bug zappers. They can draw bugs to their illuminating light, only to exterminate them. Have you ever seen someone blush? They give off a tone in their face that reveals to you an emotion to shyness or embarrassment. Many things in life attract us because of its illuminating presence. This is where Moses finds himself standing in front of God Almighty. 

God had called Moses up to mount Sinai to write on the two tablets of stone. As the Lord pronounced his presence, the first thing Moses did was bow to the earth and worship. The second thing he did was ask for forgiveness of the sins of the people. Then God gave instruction on how the people would serve only him and destroy the idols and gods the other nations had in the land God would give to them. Third, God made a covenant with Moses and the Israelites.

This meeting with God lasted 40 days and nights. After the encounter with God, Moses came down, unaware that his face was radiant after he spent time with God. The people could clearly see God’s presence in him. The Hebrew word "shone" in Genesis 34:29 means rays, shine. To shine, to send out rays. Have you ever tried to get your car to have that new car shine when you first purchased it? When you have your car for so many years the new shine begins to lose some of that shine. 

This is caused by the UV radiation that can oxidize the surface of your car, causing the paint to fade and lose its luster. Many people will keep their car in a garage to protect it from the UV rays. When people want that shine to shoot out from their car, they may take it to a professional for detail and waxing. In our spiritual lives sometimes the sin nature leaves us dull, dim, with no shine from us that others may need to see. 

Certainly, there are ways God will use all that we bring to him that his light can radiant from. Just like keeping your car in the garage, or taking it to a professional, this process involves time to restore and keep that luxurious shine that the Lord wants you to have. I guess you could say that Moses being with God 40 days and night is equivalent to you giving your car to a professional to bring that shine back to your car. 

Moses was being worked on and was not even aware of the service being done to him. He was not aware of breakfast, lunch, or dinner. His thirst for water was not a priority. In the presence of God, all you need is God. It’s kind of ironic that after spending time with God, you would think the people would miss him and want to spend time with him. It was just the opposite. The people were afraid of him. He was too close to God. 

Sometimes when you choose to follow Jesus more closely, others will keep their distance from you (Matthew 10:34-40). When Jesus spoke these words many family members would have to choose Jesus over their love for each other. He doesn't want us to stop loving them, but Jesus wants us to acknowledge to our family and friends that he is Lord of our lives. He alone deserves this surrender of our lives to him because he sacrificed his life for our sins. 

Whenever we spend quite time alone with God, we may experience this shine in our lives. Did not Jesus tell us that we should go in our prayer closet, and that we should let our light (his light) shine before all men? (Matthew 5:16; 6:6) Jesus would allow his light to shine in a miraculous way about 1300 years after the very same light that shined on the face of Moses. 

Just as Moses went up in the mountain to receive the Commandments from God, Jesus took Peter, James, and John up into the mountain to pray (Luke 9:28-36). As Jesus began to pray, his countenance (face) was radiant. When I was a child growing up, I would hear some of the adults at my aunt's church talk about some individuals having a shekinah glory on their face. To me, they look the same and scary. I would find out later what this word meant.


The shekinah (Biblical Hebrew: שכינה‎ šekīnah; is the English transliteration of a Hebrew word meaning "dwelling" or "settling" and denotes the dwelling or settling of the divine presence of God. In my relationship with the Lord, I have seen this on the face of only a few believers. Perhaps God was letting me know that these individuals belong to him and they are his vessels to shine to the community. One person I know is a female pastor I had lunch with some years back. 

After our lunch I noticed something different about her. She had a look about her that to this day I still cannot explain it. Also, the Holy Spirit spoke to me as I drove away and told me she was a vessel he would use, and no man would interrupt his call on her. I always wondered how someone gets to have this presence. Does God give this glorious presence to anyone? Do you have to go into a mountain for 40 days and nights? One day when I was at work, I came out the crane to speak to some men who were preparing to unload a turbine motor off their truck. 

The gentleman who walked up to me asked me a few questions about the lifting procedure I would be doing with the crane. Within a few minutes he changed the topic and asked me if I was Christian. I told him yes. He went on to say that he saw something in my face that made him want to ask me some questions about God. At that time, I was sort of surprised because he was a total stranger to me. As believers we must always be ready to give an answer to the hope within us. 

I then remembered that I had spent time that morning alone with God and his presence was with me. When I think about what happen with Moses and what happened with Jesus, there was something different. When Moses came down from the mountain the people were afraid of him. When Jesus came down the people went to meet him. Moses face shined and Jesus’s faced changed. Jesus wanted the people to come near. 

It would be the very closeness he would have with those after his resurrection and with gospel message sent out to the world. Since Jesus is the light of the world, (John 8:12) he did not come to cover his light but to show it to the world (John 1:4-9). The veil Moses wore symbolizes the separation between God and man. In the Old Testament, the high priest was the mediator between God and his people. 

His job was to offer animal sacrifices according to the law and to intercede with God for forgiveness of the people’s sins. Now we have Jesus Christ as our High Priest. He bridges the gap between us and our heavenly Father (Hebrews 2:16-18). God will share his glory on those who desire to be in his presence. Why would God pour out his glory on those who don't want to be in his company? When we give God microwave prayer moments, we shouldn't expect a flood of glory to shine on us. 

The Hebrew word which is used for glory in the Old Testament has the simple meaning of "heaviness" or "weight". It is to give praise, honor, worshipful praise, and thanksgiving giving. To express greatness, splendor, and power. The glory that is due his name (Psalm 29:2). When God pours his glory on you in totality, you would bow before his presence and then use that glory to share to those who sit in darkness. 

When Jesus came down the mountain, he immediately went to use that power by healing a man's son who had an unclean spirit (Luke 9:37-43). The apostle Paul would experience this same glory that would change his life forever (Acts 22:6-11). So, how do you feel about being in God's presence? When you look in the mirror, is there any part of you that says I want people to see Jesus in my life? God chooses to reveal himself through us to a world of darkness. 

It may cost you some quiet time alone from others for a moment, but it will be such a blessing to you and others God places in your path. The people wondered what happened to Moses. They became impatient. When Jesus came down the people were there waiting for his loving touch. Are you ready to spend some more time with God? Remember this, Moses didn't stay on the mountain forever. If you went skiing and had to take the incline up to the top, but decided you didn't want to ski down, what good would the ski's do you? 

You would be wasting all that equipment for nothing. God wants our time with him to be fruitful and productive.  forever comes when God decides to bring us from this world into his full glory for all eternity. So, how much time are you willing to give to God this week? Have you felt his nudging in your heart? Although your face may not light up a room, time spent in prayer, reading the Bible, and meditating on what God is teaching you should have such an effect on your life that people will know you have been with God. 

Peter experienced this when he turned away from following Jesus. Even the people knew he had spent time with Jesus (Mark 14:66-72). God desires to spend time with his creation. Are there any distractions that are keeping you from drawing closer to God? If there are, send me your prayer request and the time you feel you lost to God and I will pray at the time you feel you lost. Just as Peter regained his relationship with Jesus, we also can go from being that dim light that people can barely see to the shining lighthouse in your community (Matthew 5:14-16).

🛐 Here's a prayer you can pray to ignite the light. "Dear Lord, let me never forget you are the light of the world. It is my desire to shine brightly before others through you. Please allow my attitude, words, and actions to reflect the values of your love. I pray that You would use me to spread light to those in need and may all I do be an act of worship to you. In Jesus name, Amen.”

📕 Other Scriptures to look at: John 1:5; 3:19-21; 9:5; 12:35,36; 2 Corinthians 4:4-6; Philippians 2:15; Proverbs 4:18; Psalm 27:8; Revelation 21:22-27

"May the Lord shine on you today."
(Numbers 6:24-26)

✝️ Pastor Todd Boxley
