The touch of Jesus

In our country today many are practicing the life of social distancing. How is this affecting the family unit? When I think about the Coronavirus epidemic, I wonder what impact it will have in the home. In the business world, are board meetings still focused on the product development, or are they more concerned about spending as less time together due to the virus. My daughter has asked me to pray for those where she is employed. The anxiety, worry, and fear of the virus has caused some to call off work. It causes frustration on those who help to fill in those absences. 

When I visited my daughter for Father's Day, we had a meaningful conversation on staying connected through the times we face. We understand that nothing can break the bond of love we have for each other. We continue to embrace, hug, touch, and cling to Jesus, knowing that our lives are in his hands. This love and care for each other involves good hygiene practices of hand washing, home decision making, and still be safe. Where does the church stand today? 

With great technological advancements in communication without being together, are we missing the ability to touch others? Is the body of Christ losing its zeal to touch the lost? Many remember the hit song "Reach out and touch" by Diana Ross. Here are the lyrics, "Reach out and touch Somebody's hand Make this world a better place If you can." How do we continue to touch when many are clinging more to their hand sanitizer more than each other? Before any of you think I'm against practicing safe hygiene instructions from CDC guidelines, I'm not.

Wisdom from God is where I start first. The Holy Spirit's leading during this time is crucial for the body of Christ. When all the plagues came against the Egyptians, Moses and the people of Goshen were safe. When Jesus started his ministry, he went into areas that many were afraid to go. With all the many laws, the Pharisees were converting people to their religion, not to God. By emphasizing the details of their additional laws and regulations, they completely missed the God of love to whom the laws pointed. (Matthew 23:15) 

The church should always be mindful of the COVID-19 days and all the safety concerns put in place, but not forget to love and still touch those who need it. Jesus still gives us his example to touch individuals he loves. Today’s church should go and do likewise. (Luke 10:30-37) Are you afraid to touch again? Are your hands still open? With society running away from each other with social distance, are you afraid to use your hands, voice, and heart to reach them for Jesus? Up close, God is a personal God. Jesus is an intimate savior. 

The Holy Spirit dwells with in us. When Moses and the people applied the blood on the door, was anything going to invade their homes? The Gospels use the words “hands,” “fingers,” and “touch” nearly two hundred times, and the words often refer to Jesus. Our hands should convey love. In His parable of the prodigal son, Jesus described the reaction of the father to the homecoming of his wayward boy: “Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him” (Luke 15:11-20) 

Jesus wasn’t afraid to touch others, but very few of us are willing to get directly involved in a messy situation of need. We don’t like to get our hands dirty, either figuratively or literally. Even worse, lepers were considered impure, unclean, contaminating. They were literally untouchable.  I wonder what it must have been like to be touched by God when God had hands and fingers! What would it be like to feel the skin of God on your skin? 

If you were driving on your way home from church or going to the store after your zoom ministry, and saw a person in a car accident, would you stop and help them? Let me make the situation more testing for you. If the individual you stopped to help was coughing and you didn't have a mask in your car, would you offer assistance? Would Jesus stop and help the person? Here are just some of the people Jesus reached out too.

A man with leprosy in a city in Galilee (Matthew 8:2-3), Mark 1:40-42; Luke 5:12-13
Peter’s mother in law in Capernaum (Matthew 8:14-15)

Many people in a crowd in Capernaum (Luke 4:40)

A 12 year old girl in Capernaum (Matthew 9:25)

Two blind men in Capernaum (Matthew 9:29-30)

A few people in Nazareth
(Mark 6:4-6)

A man who was deaf and could hardly talk in the Decapolis (Mark 7:32-35

A blind man just outside Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-25)

A blind man in Jerusalem
(John 9:1, 6-7)

In a synagogue, a woman who could not stand straight (Luke 13:11-13)

Two blind men near Jericho (Matthew 20:30,33-34)

A servant of the high priest whose ear Peter had cut off in the garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:50-51)


There are also two cases where touch occurred very close to the time of the healing:

Raising the young son of a widow (Luke 7:14-15)

Healing a young boy (Mark 9:25-27)


Here's the reverse: people who touched Jesus or his clothes to be healed:

Many who had diseases
(Mark 3:9-10)

A crowd (Luke 6:18-19)
A woman with a discharge of blood (Matthew 9:20-22)

Crowds in various towns
(Matthew 14:35-36)
(Mark 6:54-56)

🤝 Jesus healed people of many different sicknesses and disabilities in many different situations. His healing is sometimes attributed to his words and at other times to his touch. God's word and touch will always be with you. Look at the life of Daniel. In Daniel (9:23) The angel Gabriel reassured Daniel with these words: “You are very precious to God.” This is a message to you, as well. You are valued and loved! Gabriel told Daniel that at the very moment he began praying, his prayer was answered, and Gabriel had come to his aid. What an incredible moment. 

Three times Gabriel reminded Daniel how greatly valued he was (10:11-12, 19). Daniel had a special role, but God cares deeply about you as well. He loves you, and he will always hear your prayers. (10:10-19) Daniel was frightened by this vision, but the messenger reassured him. Daniel lost his speech, but the messenger’s touch restored it. Daniel felt weak and helpless, but the messenger’s words strengthened him. Many Christians are afraid of COVID-19, but God can bring to us the same reassurance he sent to Daniel. 

God is there when we are hurt, peace when we are troubled, and strength when we are weak. When you are experiencing pain, anguish, anxiety, or exhaustion, ask God for a fresh touch of his love. As COVID-19 is incurable at this point, Sin is also an incurable disease, and we all have it. Only   Jesus’ healing touch can miraculously take away our sin and restore us to real living. But first, just like a person with leprosy, we must realize our inability to cure ourselves and ask for Jesus’ saving help. (Matthew 8:1-3) 


In Matthew, (14:35-36) the people recognized Jesus as a great healer, but how many understood who he truly was? They came to Jesus for physical healing, but did they come for spiritual healing, which they needed even more? They came to make their lives better on earth, but did they come seeking eternal life?

You know, love can never be satisfied with mere words. It wants an embrace, the touch of a hand, the feel of living skin on living skin.
And what wounded hands! They bore the scars that no lotion could heal, and no oil could help. They were the hands of Jesus.
Your hands can do His work every day! 

Let my hands perform His bidding,

Let my feet run in His ways;

Let my eyes see Jesus only,

Let my lips speak forth His praise.
