The mirror forward

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank all the new members for joining "Try Jesus."

I would also like to welcome those in Oklahoma, Tennessee, Wyoming, Nebraska, Louisiana, Minnesota, and Florida. It is a pleasure to have you with us today. The Lord continues to expand his word!

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD."  (Psalm 122:1 KJV). The Lord is indescribable and uncontainable. We gather to seek him above all today. He is an amazing God!

How many of you can affirm that you experienced a greater peace since last week from things that used to upset you and steal your joy? Remember, acquiring peace must be sought after and put into practice.

What does all that mean? Just start hanging out more with Jesus instead of those volatile moments and watch as even your enemies will start to be at peace with you. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is our strength!

Let's welcome our all-consuming fire of God’s presence throughout today’s message as we set our hearts and minds on who he is over what he can do for us. We do this by simply worshipping the lamb of God who sits on the throne.

"Heavenly Father, we thank you for your amazing care over us in an evil generation. Your gentle hands take care of the whole of us, physically and spiritually. You have given us this day, and we are glad and rejoice in your salvation.

We are excited today both in spirit and in truth because you are still on the throne of victory. With hearts full of praise, we look to you alone for you are worthy of all glory, honor, and worship!

Lord, we know your truth dwells in the atmosphere of worship. Strength and glory are in your sanctuary. We will worship you today in the splendor of your holiness. We praise you because you are mighty, powerful, loving, and kind. 

Lord, we pray your spirit will break through in the dry, hard areas of lives today throughout the ministry of TRY JESUS. Nothing is too hard for you, and nothing is impossible for you to address in the lives that need help.

As was our prayer content last week, Lord, help us to trust you and rejoice in your salvation! As your people gather around your truth throughout the country, please protect them from all deceptive religious tricks of the enemy.

May your presence move across social platforms this morning, breaking down every dark website snare with the light that draws people to you. Help those who have given up on living today to find new life in you.

We thank you Lord, for your constant presence and for the wisdom you offer. Holy Spirit, lead us today so that everything we do may bring glory to the Lord. May our lives reflect his glory, in Jesus' name, Amen."

How many of you have time to think? I mean, how often do you just rest during the days when it seems everything is just terrible? Does your mind ever get to take a day off? And if so, what do you do with it?

Many of you have minds that operate like those cute gerbils who love running on the circular treadmills. Or maybe your mind moves much faster like pistons in an engine. In either case, when given the opportunity to relax it, what do you do?

Does looking back on your day help alleviate your overall emotional feelings? How do you unwind at the end of your eventful day? What about looking at some old photo albums? Does reminiscing about past events help?

How often do you find yourself indulging in enjoyable memories of the past? Does it help you to continually look back? “How often do you look back in your life and wish you had done something differently?"

Is looking back healthy? In today's volatile society, many people find themselves looking over their shoulders to make sure there’s no harm behind them. God help us, we certainly live in turbulent times.

If you are one who holds to some statistical truths (but of course not over God's absolute truth), then it might not surprise you that a majority of adults have looked back with regret. Approximately 90% have regret in life.

These regrets have been deep and long lasting. Each time they look back it brings sadness and nothing fulfilling to tell anyone about their past experiences. So, why keep looking back? There are many people stuck in past hurts.

But you don't have to stay stuck in those past quicksand days, months, or years. As for the future, many statistical numbers show that 71% of Americans focus on the future. So, where do your memories take you?

Many of you can remember those nostalgic moments and not shed any tears but allow expressions of happiness and laughter. Many times, the past teaches us to refrain from thoughts that cause sadness.

The past should only encourage learning, whether the past events are pleasant or unpleasant to move forward. Obviously, adults more than younger individuals think about more memories from their late teens to early 30's or 40's.

Why these age periods? Because typically, these years bring about first-time experiences. These are events that you can quickly reminiscence about, whether they bring happiness or sadness.

I can easily remember the first time my dad taught me how to drive. My memories of it bring all kinds of emotions with it. I was nervous, and scared, but yet excited about possibly getting my license.

But I also remember my dad's voice when I tried to press on the gas pedal and brake pedal at the same time. (Smile). Those moments of his voice changing I'd like to forget about.

There are many things in the past that people do well to just leave them there. These first-time past events define like what I experienced or going to the prom, going to the armed forces, getting your first job, or getting married.

These can be painful experiences depending on how you went through them. How many of you, when looking back, had thoughts of doing something different if given the opportunity? Most people still look forward.

But the emotions you may carry, like remorse, yearning, wistfulness, longing, sentimentality, and other cherished memories, whether pleasant or difficult can either move you forward in expectation or keep you hurt and depressed. 

Older adults understand this cycle of either moving forward or looking back. 19% of Americans describe themselves as thinking about treasured events, with this figure increasing to 29% among adults 65 and older.

Question, beloved friends. When you look in the mirror, do you ever notice other items that may be behind what you're focused on? Even if it’s a blank wall, would you notice a butterfly or some crawling insect in the mirror?

When you do notice something in the mirror, how long are you distracted from moving ahead and looking forward in the mirror again? I can remember vivid stories of family siblings looking long in those mirrors when I wanted to get in the bathroom. (Smile).

Did you know God has something to say about looking into the perfect law of his liberty? Let's open God's word this morning and start looking forward. There is more goodness from God than anything earthly to look back too, Amen?

In the book of James, we see that if you are going to follow God, you need those blinders on each side of your face to keep you looking straight ahead and forward moving. First of all, James tells us to lay something aside before moving.

These things will cause you to be burdened and weighted down so it's hard for you to move forward. Look in (James 1:21). We are to get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is attached to us. Similar to a boot on your car to keep it from moving.

Why should we do this? Progress in our spiritual life cannot occur unless we see sin for what it is. You cannot let go of past hurts if they become your ball and chain. We are told to get rid of evil habits. It's like taking off very dirty clothe

Please read these following verses in James into your spirit or family study groups. The latter part of verse 21 tells us to receive with meekness (humbleness) the engrafted (implanted) word. What word? The salvation message.

This living powerful word is the only word that can save your soul. No other written religious book can save your soul. Jesus made that plainly clear out of his own mouth. (John 3:3-8; 8:12; 10:1-9; 14:6).

Let's go back to the book of James. Please read. 22} "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

23} For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24} For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

25} But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. (James 1:22-25 KJV).

There's the old saying, "Practice what you preach." Well, it's very difficult to practice something when you take your eyes off of what's moving forward ahead of you.

How many of you consistently take your eyes off the road when driving? I'm sure it might be safe to say your car probably has some dings and dents in it. Hopefully, you haven't damaged any other vehicles beside your own.

[When we are saved by God’s grace, and salvation frees us from sin’s control, we are no longer slaves to our selfish desires. As believers, we are free to live as God created us to live. Not free to keep sinning. (1 Peter 2:16).]

This powerful eternal freedom gives us the ability to follow Jesus and moving forward to his loving awaiting arms in glory. That should get you rejoicing and shouting Hallelujah! Amen?

When we truly allow our heart to follow Jesus, we will be blessed in all that we do (verse 25). Some might ask, is it ok to look back? Yes, as I mentioned earlier, there can be past things to rejoice about. Like when you were saved by Jesus.

In (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 20-25), we see The LORD telling the people of Israel to remember past events about how he delivered them from hard bondage and brought them to a land of milk and honey.

You see beloved, with God in your past and leading your future you can always look back in him and find joy to rejoice. Just as God to Israel to remember, Jesus gives us reason to look ahead to what he has prepared for us.
 
1} “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2} In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3} And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 4} And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.” (John 14:1-4 KJV).

But as we look back to a couple more examples before we close, Jesus also gave us an example of thinking about what we might be looking back too. (Luke 17:26-32). "Remember Lot's wife." (Luke 17:32 KJV).

Looking back and disregarding God's instructions can bring devastating results. Has any women ever faced abuse from an angry rage filled husband, escaped, but keeps going back to him. Why?

Sometimes looking back can ensnare us permanently unless we come to the conclusion of just being sick and tired of just being sick and tired. Our heart is at its weakest moment. This is what happened to Lot's wife. (Genesis 19:26).

Even Lot, her husband had some reservations about getting out of town. When you start lingering and maybe reminiscing about sinful stuff around you, it can make you feel like you’re standing in cement.

Looking back towards negative memories can give Satan a stronghold on your life that can immobilize you in perhaps deadly ways. Fortunately, God had mercy on Lot and his family when the angels took them out by hand.

16} "And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.

17} And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. (Genesis 19:16-17 KJV).

So, why do we keep looking back? Why do we keep looking back the way the Israelites did when Moses led the people out of Egypt? Why do we consistently think the grass is greener back there?

Oh, oh, I think there's a song coming in my spirit. Sometimes it can be great to pause and glorify our living Savior in worship. People who are lost don't understand what being found is all about. Here's the lyrics.

🎵 Oh how he loves you and me, oh how he loves you and me. He gave his life, what more could he give? Oh, how he loves you; Oh, how he loves me; Oh, how he loves you and me. 🎵

Obviously, those lyrics apply to Jesus. But God did the same for the Israelites coming out of Egypt. What more could he have done for them? All the miracles, all their needs were met.

With all their travel through the wilderness, their clothes never wore out, and they never needed a new pair of Nike shoes. (Deuteronomy 29:2-5). (Smile). And yet with all that God did for them, they kept looking back.

We live in a microwave society in 2025. No one wants to wait on anything good that might come to them. It reminds me of that misbehaving bad little girl in the first Wonka movie. She wanted everything immediately.

She wanted instant gratification. Her attitude was having this high maintenance appearance, and she was very demanding. Ironic that her name is Veruca Salt. Remember Lot's wife? The Israelites were also very demanding.

They complained and murmured against Moses and God about returning to Egypt approximately ten to fifteen times while in the wilderness. They kept wanting Egyptian bondage over wilderness hardship.

And this was primarily after seeing God's glory and his miracles. How quickly they had forgotten how hard it was in Egypt. How they quickly forgot about their cries of suffering under King Pharaoh. (Exodus 2:23-25; 3:7-10).

It seems there's always a crowd that comes along and ruins it for everybody else. Ever been around people like that? The Israelites had other non-Israelites who joined in the Exodus. (Exodus 12:38; Leviticus 24:10).

We have them in our culture today. They are called agitators and activists. They swoop in and cause others to rebel, many times in violent ways. But just as God delt with those in the wilderness, he will ultimately deal with those today.

Once in the wilderness, the people didn't take long to start reminiscing about what they had back then. Whether it was food (Numbers 11:4-6), or whether it was about fear of everything, including dying, God had enough and judgment ca

You would think after the miracle of God parting the red sea for them to walk on dry land, and fight the Egyptians for them would cause them to trust God's complete provision, but they seemed to be shackled in their hearts to Egypt.

You can take some people out of their environment, but sometimes their environment travels inside with them. It's like when politicians tell others who are moving into their state, "Please leave your negative politics there."

The people kept testing God. Each complaint was a test of God's provision and faithfulness, demonstrating their lack of trust despite witnessing his power. All this led to (Numbers 14:22). Still, God's mercy and grace is awesome.

Please read these verses into your spirit. (Numbers 14:18-39). When reading this passage you get to see all that complaining did was cause judgement to fall and God decided to allow those under the age of twenty to enter the land.

Again, fear, rebellion, and lack of trust after hearing the report of the ten faithless spies. (Numbers 13:31-33). Looking back from a moving forward God can bring devastating results.

Moses pleaded with the LORD for mercy that the Israelites were not destroyed. Today, as the body of Christ cries out to God to hold back judgement upon a nation that continues to rebel and test his commandments, judgement can com

God can raise up Individuals who will continue to proclaim his righteousness in the earth. He chose those under twenty years of age, except for Joshua and Caleb. (Numbers 14:28-30; 32:11-13, Deuteronomy 1:35-39).

The Bible encourages us to let go of past experiences that bind our thoughts to negative past hurts and holds our feet in shackles so we cannot move forward as God did through the wilderness with Israel. (Numbers 9:17-23).

God has given you eyes to see forward. They are not placed in the back of our heads. Please read these verses into your spirit. 18} “Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old.

19} Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43:18-19 KJV). Also (Isaiah 30:19-22).

[The Lord gave his people “adversity for food and suffering for drink,” but he promised to be with them, teach them, and guide them during hard times. God expects much from us, and at times, following him can be painful.]


🗣📢 Last words: Paul the Apostle had every reason to turn and walk away from everything after going through many difficult persecutions that many afflicted upon him. (2 Corinthians 11:20-31). But Paul had the right focus.

Please read (Philippians 3:7-12) into your spirit and then read aloud so all of Satan's fallen devils can hear you say this as you continue to choose to follow Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Our God is light for every step we take.

13} "Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14} I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3:13-14 KJV). Paul had reason to forget the past. Are you ready to let go and let God be your guide? (Psalm 119:105).

[Because our hope is in Christ, we can let go of past guilt and look forward to what God will help us become. Don’t dwell on your past. Instead, grow in the knowledge of God.]

Authentic believers do not have to carry unnecessary past burdens alone. The Bible tells us to cast all our cares of past guilt upon him. (1 Peter 5:6-9). We can let go of past events, whether good or bad to see God moving for you today.

As we do some look back over today's message to keep our focused on Jesus, we know the Bible examines both looking forward and backward, but it strongly emphasizes looking forward.

Especially when it comes to growing in faith. When your children ask you questions about life, questions like, "Why did God create life?" How much time you spend with God may determine how you answer the question.

Will the discerning power of the Holy Spirit speak through you or will your answer be filled with the flesh covered response of hole filled evolutionary gobbledygook lies. Faith grows through spiritual growth in maturity.

The Bible frequently uses metaphors and cautionary stories to warn against dwelling on the past, while also instructing believers to focus on the future and what God is doing now.

So, looking back has wonderful benefits when attaching the Lord to it. Everything I think about my testimony and how Jesus miraculously saved me through dream and vision, brings such great joy to my soul. Hallelujah!

However, I know I can't set up camp and live there. Jesus did all that but had something I needed to do. Moses couldn't stay on the mountain in God's glorious presence after receiving the commandments.

The disciples couldn't stay feet glued to the ground watching Jesus ascending to glory forever. The angels came along and basically said, (paraphrase), "Hey, no time to stand here gazing, it’s time to get moving forward!"

Our only reason for looking back is to encourage and strengthen our trust in the his present and future for our lives. Since I had my born-again birthday, I rarely look past that because there's a whole lot of dark events back there.

Forward moving in Christ enhances your spiritual growth. If you’re following him, you have less time to sit around with a fleshy idol mind that you don't want to waste. An idol mind of looking back is for sure the devil's playground.

We are to have our minds renewed with God's principles that lead to spiritual progress. Jesus was great at gathering individuals with the words "Follow me" after ministering to them. But he also cautioned warning about looking back.

59} "And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60} Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

61} And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62} And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:59-62 KJV).

What are these verses illustrating? Was Jesus being uncaring and heartless? Not at all. Many times, looking back at responsibilities can pull us back and slow our commitment to following the Lord.

Remember beloved, Jesus can read our true motives around every excuse we make for not following him. The Lord is not against people taking care of their departed loved ones.

Remember, he took care of funeral arrangements concerning Lazarus and his sisters. Remember the words, "Jesus wept." So, Jesus cares deeply about family affairs. But he won't allow you to wallow in following him.

Even in the face of sorry, God will love on us with great comfort but he will still want us to anticipate what he has prepared for us, even when our present circumstances are difficult. Following Jesus has a cost.

We must stay focused and understand that God has a living beautiful future planned for those who love him with all their heart, soul, and mind. (1 Corinthians 2:9-16).

Again, beloved, looking back with God in mind at how he was with you through every stumble, fall, good times and bad is to keep you moving towards the prize, Jesus himself. It reaffirms God's goodness and character toward you.

And what does this do? It strengthens your faith and trust in him to help you through the next hurdle in life. Having reflection (looking in the mirror of life) should equip us not paralyze us with past guilty trips.

You should never worship the past. In fact, God doesn't want us to ever be stuck the spiritual mud the way your car might have been, just spinning your tires and going nowhere.

"Stop looking over your shoulder. Difficulties are the salt of life, don't look back!"

Praise God! One last song. 🎵 "Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace. 🎵


🛐 Here’s a prayer you can pray to stop looking behind to past hurts. "Heavenly Father, thank you for today's message. I have seen myself take two steps in seeking you but then take three steps backwards by looking back.

I can recall many times feeling like Lot's wife and kept thinking I'm missing all the fun that's back there. But it turns out it wasn't fun at all when I saw great devastation of hurt and pain run through my friends and family members.

Lord help me to seek you as Solomon did in (Proverbs 4:25-27). Father set my face towards things above and not on this earth. Help me get to the finish line of faith you set me to live by until I am in your loving embrace.

Thank you Jesus for faithful servants like Paul so we can learn what it means to keep running forward into the future of eternal life that you planned for me.  Help me to not cling to past destructive things.

Father, I pray for your divine strength today to help me focus on the present. Remind me Lord of all I have to look forward to. Jesus, I pray your voice echoes in my mind when I start to feel the pull on my heart like Lot's wife.

Jesus, you are always the person for me the enemy tries to tell me the grass is much greener but in reality it is filled with spiritual land mines. But you Lord have carried me through all obstacles.

You are my all in all Savior, Messiah, living water, and eternal friend. Thank you for returning the smiles on my face as I seek your glory. I welcome your uplifting countenance in my hearts, in Jesus’ name, Amen."


❤ "If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."


📣 Help spread the word by sharing this web site and messages on your platform.


🙏 Please remember to pray for the people in Israel. They are God's people because of his covenant promises to them. (Genesis 12:1-3; Numbers 6:22-27; 24:8-9). ✝️



☎️ Prayer Line- Text line- 412-616-3572
