The heart’s first devotion

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank all the new members for joining "Try Jesus."

I would also like to welcome those in North Carolina, Michigan, Arkansas, Rhode Island, Kansas, Utah, and Indiana. It is a pleasure to have you with us today. The Lord continues to expand his word!

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD."  (Psalm 122:1 KJV). The Lord is indescribable and uncontainable. We gather to seek him above all today. He is an amazing God!

Our Lord continues to pave the way for the righteous. Authentic born-again believers shall not be moved from his mighty guiding hand! The Lord is our rock and our salvation this morning! He is our defense against ungodliness.

So, other than you or a family loved one choosing light or dark meat for dinner, how many if you chose more of Jesus (the light) over darkness (Satan). Were you able to get off the fence and choose who you will follow?

There's no fork in the road for the Christian walk. Real Christians are citizens of heaven deciding to seek after that awaited prize, Jesus. (Philippians 3:14). I pray you have decided to follow Jesus since last week's message.

Let's pray. "Heavenly Father, thank you for being so gracious and long suffering with us. Thank you for giving us the breath of life. Thank you for supplying every need. You are awesome beyond our understanding.

Your love is unlike any love on this planet. Even when we stumble and fall, you are always there to encourage us to keep moving forward towards your loving presence. When it seems the questions are tough, we get clarity from

Thank you Lord, for drawing searching hearts to "Try Jesus" this morning. As we prayed last week, Lord, you still reign from your heavenly throne above all nations of the earth. Your name, power, and authority are unmatched.

Lord Jesus, thank you for guiding visitors to this digital doorstep today. May your deep peace quiet any stress, anxiety, noise, or worry in their heart right now. Lord, open eyes to see your great love in today's message.

As we prayed last week, Lord, remove the noise of the world, and speak words of life into us. Strengthen us to walk away better equipped to choose you over the world, in Jesus glorious name we pray, Amen."

Do you know what's it's like to lose something that was a part of you? I mean, you know it was connected to you (in your mind), literally a part connected to the most important muscle on your body, your heart.

Some of you might remember the first time Charlie Brown met the Little Red-Haired Girl. After she moved away, he felt sad, lonely, and disappointed that he never got the chance to properly talk to her or tell her how much she meant to hi

I can somewhat relate to that heartbreak. However, her name was Tracy Robinson. I was too young to understand or comprehend what a first love felt like or how to keep it bottled up so it never escapes me.

But this first love, to take deep root and mature must be planted together from both people involved. I won't say whose heart was not deeply rooted in the right love soil, Tracy knows.

Even though this was a long time ago, you still remember. What did it feel like after the first love fizzled away? It felt like a sudden quiet emptiness every day. I missed someone who was closer than anything my heart had felt.

Some of you may call it puppy love, but those of you that have own puppies see how that relationship blossoms more because the love roots have grown deeper between you. That's why the first love breakup hurts so much.

When the breakup happens there's a sudden, quiet emptiness in your day. There's a deep sadness that makes you want to cry or be quiet. You are missing someone who used to be your favorite person to talk to.

I've had friends confess and ask the question, "Why does it hurt so much?" Because after that first love breakup, it hurts to share it with someone for the first time. Your mind and heart are feeling how love and goodbye work.

The first love breakup seems fast and all the normal spring like love days are severed like a broken teeth on a chainsaw. Again, losing a first love feels like a heavy, sad rock sitting in your chest.

It is when you care deeply for someone, but things change, and you cannot be close anymore. It hurts a lot, like a scraped knee on your heart, but the ache gets softer with time. Some of you may be dealing with strings broken on your he

Other than Charlie Brown's first love exploits, here's one more adult example before we go into God's word today. It involves what that empty first love vanishing away might look like. Many of you can relate to this.

Imagine visiting the home of an elderly couple who have been married for fifty years. The house is spotless. On the walls hang beautiful, framed photos from their youth, their wedding day, and early vacations.

The husband works hard to maintain the house, and the wife prepares every meal with precision. From the outside, it looks like a flawless partnership. But as you sit with them, you notice something unsettling.

They don't look at each other when they speak. There is no warmth in their tone, no shared laughter, and no lingering affection. The romance didn't end in a dramatic fight; it just quietly evaporated over decades of routine.

The framed photos on the wall are no longer a celebration of an active relationship. They are museum exhibits of a love that used to live there. They are managing an institution, not enjoying an intimacy. Does this mirror your marriage?

This was the exact spiritual state of the church in Ephesus, and it is the danger facing many of us today. We can build a spotless religious life, check every box of moral duty, and display the artifacts of our early faith, but with who?

When the embers of love start to fizzle away like fireworks that blend into the dark sky, it can resemble the spiritual living fire of our relationship with Jesus has grown completely cold. God always wants us burning hot for him.

Before we jump into our main scripture text, please read this verse aloud into your living spirit. Always remember, the word of the Lord is nourishment for your soul and spirit. It is also for your household.

15} "I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16} So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth." (Revelation 3:15-16 KJV).

Obviously, this passage fits for last week's message, that neutrality is dangerous when trying to straddle the fence between God and the world (Satan). You cannot love God and Satan. But people try to do so in their actions.

But after you've had a taste of what real love is, that is, your first love, nothing in life compares to it. Let's look at how this first love was affected in (Revelation 2:1-7). This is a message to the church at Ephesus.

1} "Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2} I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

3} And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 4} Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5} Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

6} But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

7} He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." (Revelation 2:1-7 KJV).

[Paul had once commended the church in Ephesus for their love for God and others (Ephesians 1:15), but many of the church founders had died, and many of the second-generation believers had lost their zeal for God.]

When you gather together, whether it is a small group or mega large group, you are gathering together for the Lord. The Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are always the keynote speakers in a Christ centered church

Everything we do is for our love and devotion toward Jesus. Like many churches today, the people in Ephesus fell in love with churchianity, over Christianity. They fell in love with programs, retreats, props, etc.

They left their burning desire for God, and placed it in doing good works and promoting strong doctrine. You might ask, "Pastor, is there anything wrong with a church that has strong doctrine leading it?"

Not at all. But if that doctrine is man-made, and man-led without the Holy Spirit guiding it, then it will ultimately be a try ministry. It will have the form (appearance) of a well-oiled run church, but the well will be empty.

Out of these types of churches can arise false teachers and heretics. Jesus warned about them now and in the last days. (Matthew 7:15-20; 2 Timothy 2:15-23; 3:1-17). Jesus calls these types of churches to repent.

The words "Remove your candlestick" (lampstand), refers to the church losing its spiritual effectiveness throughout their communities. There is no light without Jesus leading it.

The seven branch lampstand had light shining through it for priest to see. Remember beloved, Jesus told us, "Without me, you can do nothing" (John 15:5). God led Israel 🇮🇱 out of the wilderness. Jesus is the light of the world.

Remember beloved, to keep your "first love," you never let go. Mary Magdalene held on to her first love. (John 20:16-17). Your heart's first devotion should echo Jesus everywhere you go. It's time to reclaim your passion.

Again beloved, just good works are not enough. Good works are a byproduct of your love for Jesus. If everything you do is not for and through Jesus, guess where the credit eventually goes to? "Self." This leads a trail of dead-works.

Before we close for the day (that is our fellowship, computers, and phones, but not our hearts and love for Jesus), here are my practical insights to keep your first love in clear vision and not get flustered by what the world is offering.

💔 The Core Diagnosis: God is always after the heart. He wants your heart, not just your sweat (Works). This "first love" is the raw, unpolished, passionate affection you feel at the very beginning of salvation. (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Please read (Jeremiah 2:1-2) aloud into your spirit, family, or study group. This passage conveys God fondly remembering the raw, passionate, trusting love his people had at the beginning, but later complacency.

(Matthew 22:37-38). This passage Anchors the concept that correct behavior can never substitute for the primary command of absolute heart devotion. Have you examined your heart lately? (2 Corinthians 13:5; Psalm 139:23-24; Lamentations 3:40-41).

🩶 The Deception of Busy Devotion: Just like the fifty-year relationship example at the start of today's message, did you know that your good intentions could be masking a cold heart? Have you ever tried to burn a candle on both ends?

(Revelation 2:2-3). Ephesus had perfect theology and high endurance, yet God was not satisfied. Many churches stand tall in eschatology, legalism, and man-made traditions, but are the people drawing closer to God?

It is possible to be involved in public ministry and have spiritual activity in your church and exist completely apart from genuine personal intimacy with Jesus being Lord over the body. (Matthew 7:22-27).

Some churches operate in a mechanical, ritualistic, scripted, approach to service towards God. They trade internal affection for external honor. Do you think a church can be spiritually dry? (Isaiah 29:12-15).

❤️‍🔥 The Three-Step Cure: Simply remember that "First love" encounter and interaction you had with the Lord. It led Moses to eventually cry out, "Show me your glory." Peter had to reach deep, look at Jesus and say, "Lord, you know that I love (phileō) you. (John 21:15-19).

The word (phileō) means to have an affection and personal attachment to someone. Are you attached to Jesus this morning or attached to religion? In Peters case, sometimes we have to remember the height from which we fell.

Repentance involves turning away from the coldness where we find ourselves and be reignited to do the things we once did with our first love, "Jesus." (Revelation 2:5). You can reinforce the steps, the "R & R." Repent and return.

(Hosea 6:1-3). Listen beloved, God is waiting to heal our backslidden cold hearts and revive dead churches. Our hearts can then recognize its distance from the Lord.

(Psalm 51:10-12). Over the years of living for Jesus, I've visited these passages from time to time. For that matter, I've read all of chapter 51, usually with the pages soaked in tears. God desires to restore that first love joy.


🗣📢 Last words: When we have a living lasting "first love" relationship with a Jesus, it never gets old or stale. You don't have to have a pretend artificial cold standoffish relationship with him anymore.

In our first love always intimate relationship with Jesus, Love is something we do. Check these off in your heart each day. ✔1 John 3:1; 4:7-12, 16-21; 5:1-3).

Never forget, whether you're saved or lost, you were created for love, significance, and security. Your homework assignment is to define the meaning of these three words. And then embrace them as God sees you.

In everything we do, may our actions and motives be soaked in his love. The first love embraces never let’s go. Another fun homework assignment you can do is looking up in your Bible wherever you find love being demonstrated.

Never forget that every single second, God’s heart beats passionately for every lost person. So many need rescued, so many need others to help; so many are simply sitting still. Yet each of them God sees as his precious lamb.

If you are searching for that first true loving experience, please believe that you are a missing treasure to the Lord. You are his beloved child. He seeks you daily, more than a loving parent seeks their children.

God wants you to realize that having everything without his first and lasting love, leaves you with... "everything." Think about the tradeoff. That everything gives you nothing (Matthew 16:26).

I can say with confidence today, “I may not know what the future holds, but I know who holds the future, my first love." "God isn't looking for a resume of your religious achievements; he is looking for the return of your first love."


🛐 Here’s a prayer you can pray to reignite that first love desire for the Lord. "Heavenly Father, thank you for today's moving word that draws us closer. Thank you, Lord, for seeing past our busy schedules.

You see past our service, and how the distractions can drain that first love, seek you first relationship with you. You always look directly at the state of our hearts when it is pulled away from your glorious grip.

Lord, we confess that it is so easy to mistake religious activity for relationship. We repent for the times we have offered you our sweat and our duty as a church, while withholding our affection and our intimacy.

Forgive us for letting the fire of our first love dwindle into smothered embers and lackluster routines. Right now, Holy Spirit, search us individually and corporately. Bring to our minds the memory of how we used to love you.

Lord, let the passion we had when we first realized we were saved the roaring fire of joy we felt just from being in your presence. As we move into this time of reflection, break through the calluses of tradition and busyness.

Restore to us the joy of our salvation. Rekindle the flames that have grown cold. Jesus, we don't want to just manage an institution; we want to love you with everything we have. In the quiet of these next few moments, speak to us.

Holy Spirit, change us, and draw us back to our first love, the Lord God Almighty! May our praise draw us deeper like the moth that continues to fly closer to the light. Renew us oh God and make our heart glad, in Jesus' name, Amen."


❤ "If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."


📣 Help spread the word by sharing this web site and messages on your platform.


🙏 Please remember to pray for the people in Israel. They are God's people because of his covenant promises to them. (Genesis 12:1-3; Numbers 6:22-27; 24:8-9). ✝️



☎️ Please call and leave your prayer request or text at- 412-616-3572
