Life is hard, what’s next?

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank all the new members for joining "Try Jesus."

I would also like to welcome those in Colorado, Mississippi, South Dakota, Georgia, Louisiana, Nebraska, and Kentucky. It is a pleasure to have you with us today. The Lord continues to expand his word!

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD."  (Psalm 122:1 KJV). The Lord is indescribable and uncontainable. We gather to seek him above all today. He is an amazing God!

Our Lord continues to pave the way for the righteous. Authentic born-again believers shall not be moved from his mighty guiding hand! The Lord is our rock and our salvation this morning! He is our defense against ungodliness.

So, how many of you looked in the mirror since last week's message and saw something new? No, I'm not asking if you are now a supermodel or a handsome hunk. I'm asking if maybe you
saw a little bit of Jesus' reflection?

The more of him helps you shine to more of you in your home, community, state, and nation. With Jesus in your life, you are like a living walking lighthouse for those who are stumbling through life's darkness.

"Let there be light!" Let's pray. "Heavenly Father, you indeed are awesome beyond comprehension and description! You reign from your heavenly throne above all nations of the earth. Your name, power, and authority is unmatched.


Thank you, Jesus for encouraging us that greater works we will be able to do because of your presence being in all technological advances. There is no man-made invention you will not venture into because you love us.

Your presence this morning is not limited by physical distance. Though we are gathered in different rooms and on different screens, we are united by Your Spirit. As we open your word today, we invite you into our homes.

Lord, open our hearts, calm the distractions around us, and let your message speak directly to our lives. As we turn to the reading and preaching of your written word, we ask that you would quiet our souls.

Remove the noise of the world and speak words of life into us. Strengthen our faith and deepen our understanding so that we might walk away better equipped to live out your truth, in Jesus glorious name we pray, Amen."

Could you take a moment and think about the last time you were driving somewhere important, and you suddenly hit a massive, unexpected roadblock. Maybe the road was completely washed out.

Maybe there was an accident that blocked every single lane. Do you suddenly get road rage? Allow me to ask you a question. Which voice in your car starts to boil over without patience, you or your GPS? Simmer down before answering.

But in that unpleasant driving scenario, what does your GPS do? It doesn’t tell you to pack up, live on the highway, and give up. It flashes a message on the screen: "Re-routing, calculating a new route." It doesn't throw a hissy fit.

I remember driving on the highway one beautiful morning to visit someone a good distance from where I lived. There wasn't too much traffic that day. As I continued to drive, I noticed a car off to the side of the highway.

It seemed there was a gentleman having car trouble. He had his hood opened. As I grew closer, I started to slow down thinking I might be able to offer assistance or help of some kind. But as I drew closer, I noticed something strange.

This man was in an outrage (I guess) over his car not cooperating with him. He was beating on it with tools and anything else he had in his trunk. He was screaming and cursing as he beat his mirror off the car.

It looked like he had some big ratchetting tools sitting on his fender. He also kept kicking the door of his car. Finally, he picked up his ratchet tools (box and all) and threw them over the highway embankment.

I prayed and thought, “Lord, should I pull up closer and help him? But in my spirit, it seemed the Lord was telling me to keep moving. Why? Because the guy was so enraged and pulling his hair out that maybe he would shoot his own car.

I think I might have been a car-jacked victim if I would have stopped and tried to help him. Some of you might be thinking, "Awe, all the more reason you should have helped, pastor." Uhh, not really.

I came to the conclusion, with discernment from the Lord, if this man was willing to beat up his car and pull his own hair out, what makes you think I wouldn't have been his next battering object to beat on?

This was not a visual portrait of the "Good Samaritan story." In that story, the hurt man welcomed the goodness that was being done to him. Also, the Bible tells us to not make friends with an angry man. (Proverbs 22:24).

What a bad day this gentleman had. I did however offer prayer that after he calmed down with some peace that he would welcome a tow truck driver to offer assistance. I could still relate to his dilemma.

Life's hardships can come at us from all different ways. But just like that calm recalculating voice that comes from our car's audio speakers, God is also that calming voice when we get on those broken roads of life.

He hits re-route, and leads us toward a destination of comfort, encouragement, and undeniable hope. His word even tells us to "Hope in God." (Psalm 42:5, 11; 43:5; 78:7; Acts 24:14-15). God can lead you to amazing peace.

In preparing for this morning's message, I looked up the lyrics to a song entitled, "I never promised you a rose garden." Here are just a few words from that hit secular song. It obviously refers to wanting everything in a relationship.

🌹"I beg your pardon, I never promised you a rose garden, along with the sunshine. There's gotta be a little rain sometime. I could sing you a tune and promise you the moon, but if that's what it takes to hold you, I'd just let you go.

But there's one thing I want you to know,
you better look before you leap, still waters run deep, and there won't always be someone there to pull you out, you know what I'm talking about. So, smile for a while and let's be jolly.

Love shouldn't be so melancholy
Come along and share the good times while we can, I never promised you a rose garden." 🌹

Many people in loving relationships were hurt because they had high expectations, they thought their mate should have made to them. But those individuals should realize that some lofty goals are unattainable.

Why? Because we are fallen imperfect humans. It's amazing when people get married, how quickly they forget those important marriage vows. What about, "For better or worse?" Ok, lets, move on. Today's message is not about marriage.

Let's read a very familiar passage of scripture that fits today's message. If you have your Bible, turn to Psalm 23. As we do each week, please read these verses aloud into your spirit, family, or study group. "God is good, Amen?"

1} "The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2} He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3} He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

4} Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5} Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6} Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever." (Psalm 23:1-6 KJV).

Now that we've read these verses to the Lord, we can now look at some key verses. First, we all know life is hard. Many people say life is unfair. Many people cry out, "Why me!" Others will shift blame on to others.

And of course, it's very, very, easy to just blame God for all the hardships we endure. But for the believer, (Born-again followers of Christ), who goes through hardships, we can still say, "The Lord, is my shepherd."

How can Christians continue to be confident, even when the storms of life beat on them just as it does to unbelievers? Paul said it a couple of ways that encourages me. You see beloved, I don't have to go it alone.

For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. (2 Timothy 1:12 KJV).

Paul knew what hardships were like. He lived through them daily. But after you read (2 Corinthians 11:23-30) into your spirit, just pause for a moment and think about how Paul was able to continue and also care for the churches?

I've had many people contact me and say, "Pastor Todd, you just don't understand what I've been through!" I've had other people tell me, "No one cares, no one can help me." But my answer never changes.

It still the same answer today as was 20 years ago. "I know a man who can." That's how Paul could endure such a hard life. He suffered a lot, but he also heard these amazing loving words. Please read them into your spirit.

10} And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from among them, and to bring him into the castle.

11} And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

12} And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13} And they were more than forty which had made this conspiracy." (Acts 23:10-13 KJV).

Do you think life is hard when over 40 individuals care more about killing you than eating or drinking? But guess who stood by Paul? Need more encouragement? (Read Acts 27:21-25). God never abandons his believers.

Many of you may not know that Paul prayed about his hardships of life. He prayed that God would remove his thorn in the flesh (messenger of Satan). (2 Corinthians 12:7). This attack was used to "buffet" Paul. Not an easy life.

The Greek word for buffet (kolaphizō) means to rap with the fist. To beat upon. To maltreat, treat with violence and contumely. If anyone could utter the words, "Why me!" It was Paul. And yet Paul still trusted Jesus and endured.

Jesus comforted Paul with these words.
8} "For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9} And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. (2 Corinthians 12:8-9 (KJV

When life is beating you up on a daily basis, is grace enough? Is God’s grace and goodness enough to sustain us in this harsh beat down? Paul immediately understood the tradeoff. He would rather suffer the hard life for Jesus.

God’s grace (unmerited favor), is more than enough to deal with life being hard on us. His divine gifts are perpetually sufficient, good for our whole lives. Jesus assured Paul that he would continue to work through him.

Jesus can work through our limitations and weaknesses. In fact, the strength of Jesus was made perfect in Paul’s weakness. The Greek word for “weakness” means the frailty of human existence.

"Please Lord, open the eyes, ears, minds, and hearts of those who break under the hard stressful conditions that life brings them." I paused to pray that prayer because many of you keep running to the same "band-aid method."

Those of you (unbelievers) who scoff at what Jesus can do for you, keep running to the same worldly procedures that never truly fixes your problems. It basically just covers up your deep-seated issues of life's dilemmas.

Your problems never really get resolved and you have no peace because you are treating a deep-rooted problem by trying to cover it up with a topical method. You don't put a band-aid on a deep puncture wound.

You don't put on cologne after you've been sprayed up close by a skunk. There's a deeper cleansing that needs to take place to remove that pungent odor. Life is hard, no question about that. I mean, it's a battle every day.

But Christians (Born-again believers) have something that unbelievers don't have. Grace from God. Not only grace, but also the indwelling power of spiritual fruit from the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-25).

Therefore Paul could boast in his suffering and infirmity surrounding how hard life may have been towards him to have the power of God rest on him. Again, it's a tradeoff. It reminds me of the song, "I'm trading my sorrows."

Many scholars have suggested Paul's thorn was from a debilitating disease associated with his vision. (Galatians 4:13-15). It can at times, weaken the mind or body, impairing a person's ability to carry out regular everyday activities.

[Not only did Paul face beatings and dangers, but he also carried the daily concern for the young churches, worrying about whether they were staying true to the Good News and free from false teachings and inner strife.]

[It was only in Paul’s weakness that Christ’s power could fully rest on Paul. Literally, in Greek, act as “a shelter over” Paul. Paul didn’t want to wander away from the protection and support in Christ by relying on his own strength.]

Peter also understood how life's suffering could produce the righteousness of Christ in us, in exchange for his overwhelming peace that helps us endure hardship as good spiritual soldier.

[Peter consistently encouraged his readers that their suffering was all under God’s control. If they suffered for the faith, they were suffering in accordance with God’s will.]

[Their suffering was not because God had lost control of the situation. For believers, suffering is a purifying process to draw us closer to God. The word “entrust” means to give over to someone for safekeeping.]

If you do not have a personal relationship with Jesus my friend, you are not protected from the weight of life's hard conditions pressing down on you. You cannot put a band-aid on something that needs a physicians touch

I've always told even my brothers and sisters in Christ who sometimes wonder why life has to be so hard with the response, "Well, Jesus suffered hardships, and he was God's only Son. If Jesus had it tough, why shouldn't you?"

Even as Christians, we sometimes grow weary in well-doing. (Galatians 6:7-9). Again, is life hard? Yes. But Jesus told us about the world's harsh lifestyle. Remember my beloved friends, Adam and Eve handed it all to Satan.

Satan wraps the world into a shining bright package of enticements, but it's only to crush you into his deceptive traps. People looking to transform the world with their utopian ideas are blind leaders that lead others into more hurt.

Jesus told us we would have troubles in this world, because Satan is the orchestrator behind the hardship we all have to go through. But Jesus came to give us himself so we can be more than conquerors and overcomers.

Here are some words from Jesus to encourage you to embrace the truth within your heart. Everything starts with belief by faith. 31} "Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe?

32} Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.

33} These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (John 16:31-33 KJ).

Just as Jesus stood next to Paul and told him to be of good cheer, he tells us the same words also. (Matthew 9:2, 22; 14:27; Mark 6:50; 10:49; Luke 8:48). We can rest in our spirit, knowing that all this hardship shall pass away.

Jesus' use of the words "Good Cheer" in the Greek is (tharseo). It translates literally to "have courage," "take heart," or "be confident." It was a commanding, empowering phrase used to bolster someone’s courage in the face of fear, suffering, or a daunting task.

You see beloved, if you are still trying to shake life's hardness in your life by following social media "press the button below" formulas, you are headed for more hardships in life.

You cannot find the answers by placing a square peg in a round hole. Life will continue to squeeze you until you surrender that life to the one who overcame all of what Satan was offering. So, what's next?

If you called me after this morning's message and said, "Hey pastor, I've tried money, cars, sex, houses in different locations, and children, and yet none of these things have kept life from being hard for me, what do I do?"

My answer is the same for everyone. Look at one of the most successful men in history, Solomon. God blessed him with great wisdom, wealth, material things, knowledge to build, and many women. But read his answers to it all.

Solomon felt that human toil is an endless, painful cycle that ultimately yields no permanent benefits. (Ecclesiastes 1:3–4, 18; 2:18–23; 7:15; 8:14; 9:11). Solomon was highly bothered by the lack of justice in life.

Solomon saw that bad people often prospered while good people suffered. He noted that talent, hard work, and wisdom do not guarantee a good or easy life. He built massive empires and accumulated wealth.

But he also realized he couldn't take it with him, and a fool might inherit it all. By the way, some of these great things in Solomons grasp started to weigh on him. So, you see beloved, there is much more in investing and turning your life over to Jesus.

How do I know? I'll simply allow Jesus to tell you himself. Please read these words aloud three times into your soul and spirit. Reading God's words back to him in sincerity of heart, tells God you are serious about "what's next?"

28} "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29} Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30} For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." (Matthew 11:28-30 KJV).

So, now we all understand the reality, "Life is Hard, but what's next?" Here’s some more of Jesus to live by. When someone knocks on your door, they are trying to get your attention. Why do you keep giving the world a try, but not him?

20} "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

21} To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22} He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." (Revelation 3:20-22 KJV).

Here’s some more proof from great patriarchs of God that realized that nothing on earth takes the place that was meant for his presence to live and abide in, our heart. God is never a burden to anyone.

Most of us remember the words, "No justice, no peace." But there's something better above those words that have eternal value attached to them. "KNOW GOD, KNOW PEACE!" "Vengeance is mine, says the Lord, I will repay."

You see beloved, life becomes harder when we jump into the fray. God helps us navigate through the rough arrows that Satan sends our way by wearing his armor. Here's what Job said.

1} "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. 2} He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not." (Job 14:1-2 KJV).

"Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all." (Psalm 34:19 KJV).

Notice how God intervenes when the righteous cry out to him. There's a famous trial going on in the state of Utah. The above verse is key to those hearts in the courtroom who know Jesus.

When someone says to me, "Hey pastor, did you hear what Mr. Johnson is going through? I usually might say, "Do you mind if we can say a prayer for him? But if Mr. Johnson is a believer, I'll also say, "Lets watch and pray."

Why? Because as someone is going through something, I liken it to riding out a tornado that goes through your neighbor. You know you might go through it, but true test is how things turn out on the other side of the storm.

That's why Christians can trust God fully when they "Walk through the valley of the shadow of death." (Psalm 23:5). When a tornado comes roaring through your neighborhood, you might ponder about death or destruction.

But in the midst of any life struggle, the Lord brings peace and comfort. That's why it's so hard for unbelievers to fathom how Christians can withstand more adversity than them.

We have an eternal perspective and reality that they cannot grasp. We see beyond the hardship this world brings. Here's what the Apostle Paul said about the Christians suffering.

"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Romans 8:18 KJV).

[Paul also mentions the suffering that Christians must face. For first-century believers, there was economic and social persecution, and some were even martyred for their faith. We, too, must pay a price for following Jesus.]


🗣📢 Last words: Christians live in the "What's Next" with positivity thinking because we know the Bible tells us that, absent from the body, we are present with the Lord. Unbelievers do not carry this blessed assurance with them.

Christians understand that they've been bought with a price. Therefore, they trust God with all their heart and soul.

16} "For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 17} For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

18} While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal." (2 Corinthians 4:16-18 KJV).

God makes it clear makes it clear for his saints that the “outer” and “inner” realities point to the moral transformation of Paul’s life as a believer. As a result, God used these troubles for Paul to an eternal glory.

Please read these verses into your spirit, family, or study group. (James 1:2-4). What is James saying about our trials? Discuss this verse with those in your family when it seems life is offering you lemons.

Who knows how to make that lemonade that produces perseverance and spiritual maturity? How do you take action when life is running hard against you? Here are some practical biblical steps to move forward.

A) Get to know Jesus. Remember, "Know Jesus, know peace." Everyone wants peace and tranquility in their life. Jesus is the prince of peace. Without Jesus, your chaotic life continues. (Philippians 3:7-10).

B) If you do know Jesus, watch out for those dry periods. Keep doing God's will, purpose and plan for your life. (Galatians 6:9; Jeremiah 29:11). Trust the Holy Spirit to help you focus on what's ahead not behind. (Philippians 3:13-14).

C) Rejoice in the Lord when things fail. (Habakkuk 3:17-18). Don't allow your feelings to be dominated by the events around you, but by faith trust in God’s ability to give you strength.

D) Remember, God has made you brand new and is renewing you right now. He continues to new things in your life. Trust him alone. (Isaiah 43:18-21; Revelation 21:5).

If life has broken you, please cry out these words to God. (Psalm 34:17-19; Isaiah 41:10-13; 2 Corinthians 1:2-7). Take hold of hope knowing that God is going to wipe away all tears, pain and the hardships of life.

For many of you here today, life has thrown a massive roadblock in your path. You are staring at a situation and thinking, "Life is hard, this wasn’t the plan." But the question we have to ask ourselves isn't just, why?

The question that determines our future is, "What’s next?" What has God in store for me? God doesn't tell us to follow him and then doesn't take hold of our hand from time to time.

Think about all the hands Jesus held in the Bible when trouble came. Jesus could say "Be still" when storms come or he can reach out and grab your hand when life seems unbearable. Peter grabbed hold when his life was sinking.

Our human frailty helps us to realize that our limitations can have positive results.

1) They can teach us how to suffer with Christ. 2) They can teach us to persevere faithfully. 3) They can teach us to look beyond this life for hope. 4) They can be used by God to demonstrate his power.

God cannot act if you don't trust him. How does trust work? Trust overcomes fear. Genuine trust in God says, Whatever mess I’m in, my heavenly Father will lead me. Trust overcomes depression.

No matter how overwhelming the situation or how disheartened it makes us feel, God can draw us back to the light. Trust overcomes hate. When careless or cruel people hurt us, sometimes we can hate them forever.

But you can still trust God. But you can't do both (hate your brother and trust God). God is here to steady even the worst situations, always with a promise, always with hope. Commit your life to him for safekeeping. Rely on him when you face your worst circumstances.


🛐 Here’s a prayer you can pray to remove all that hardness in your mind. "Heavenly Father, thank you for settling my stubborn heart and helping me to not blame you or others for life's difficulties. Thank you for the truth.

Lord, I acknowledge that my life has been heavy at times, and many in this online space are carrying burdens that feel too heavy to bear. Thank you that you do not mock our pain, but you meet us right in the middle of it.

Thank you for being close to the brokenhearted. Lord, for every person asking, "What's next?"  I pray you would quiet their anxiety. Replace their fear of the unknown with the supernatural peace that only you can provide.

Remind them that while weeping may last for the night, your joy is coming in the morning. Help us to place our hope in you this week, knowing that you are already working in our tomorrow. Renew our strength and lift our heads.

When the world keeps offering us lemons, may we consistently turn to you and receive that refreshing spiritual living water that surpasses all drinks that the world offers us. Fill us today, Lord, thank you always, Amen."


❤ "If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."


📣 Help spread the word by sharing this web site and messages on your platform.


🙏 Please remember to pray for the people in Israel. They are God's people because of his covenant promises to them. (Genesis 12:1-3; Numbers 6:22-27; 24:8-9). ✝️



☎️ Please call and leave your prayer request or text at- 412-616-3572
