Stop wearing the muzzle

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank all the new members for joining "Try Jesus."

I would also like to welcome those in Maine, Illinois, California, New York, Louisiana, Kentucky, and Iowa. It is a pleasure to have you with us today. The Lord continues to expand his word!

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD."  (Psalm 122:1 KJV). The Lord is indescribable and uncontainable. We gather to seek him above all today. He is an amazing God!

Our Lord continues to pave the way for the righteous. Authentic born-again believers shall not be moved from his mighty guiding hand! The Lord is our rock and our salvation this morning! He is our defense against ungodliness.

What an amazing message last week! How many of you decided to stop running into dark shadows that social media offers you? There is a self-seeking that leads to the destruction of your very soul.

God doesn't want that for you. Jesus says this morning, "Come unto me.." "Seek after.." (Matthew 11:28-30; Psalm 27:4-6). If you find yourself in the dark web, but have clicked over here this morning, "Come to the light.." (John 3:19-21).

Let's pray. "Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us another day of your loving presence and marvelous grace. Thank you, Lord, for being the provider of all our needs. Your joy is our strength this morning. Be glorified!

Lord, thank you, for bringing your healing touch and peace to those who have cried out to you from their heart. You are the only Savior who mends the brokenhearted. Holy Spirit, please tug on curious hearts this morning.

Once again, thank you, for drawing searching hearts to "Try Jesus" this morning. As we prayed last week, Lord, you still reign from your heavenly throne above all nations of the earth. You have defeated all powers of the enemy.

Lord Jesus, thank you for guiding visitors to this digital doorstep today. May your deep peace quiet any stress, anxiety, noise, or worry in their heart right now. Lord, open eyes to see your great love in today's message.

As we prayed last week, Lord, remove the noise of the world, and speak words of life into us. Strengthen us to walk away better equipped to choose you over the world, in Jesus glorious name we pray, Amen."

Did you know that there are things in life that are natural to the human? I'm sure that everyone who is here today could raise their hand, or better still, both hands to something they consider natural to their life.

There are even naturally important things that you consider valuable. Would you say your voice is something natural and therefore naturally important to you? But what if that same natural voice was somewhat restricted?

Please allow me to tweak your natural thoughts for a moment. Imagine walking into a room and being handed a tight, heavy leather muzzle. What would you consider it's for? But then the person who gave it to you straps it over your face.

They buckle it tight. They ask you to speak. You try to speak, but only muffled groans escape. Every time you try to share something important, someone tightens the straps even more. In our world today, the natural is being silenced.

How so? Well, there is an invisible, cultural muzzle trying to silence individuals. Especially in the body of Christ (Spirit filled believers). This evil living muzzle is handled by those who hate the gospel and hate Christians.

It whispers each day in its attack, "Keep your faith private." "We don't want to hear about your Jesus!" "Keep it quiet, or we'll silence you!" It threatens, "Compromise, or face exclusion!" It pressures us to sit down, blend in, and shut up.

Many Christians have succumbed to this pressure, walking around spiritually muzzled by fear, people-pleasing, or the dread of rejection. I have faced it many times in my life. From family, co-workers, and even friends.

When Jesus first saved me (in a dream-vision miraculous way), and transformed my life, (listen to my testimony on the drop-down page), my family were the first ones to question and push back on my new relationship with Jesus.

Somethings were subtle, but nonetheless targeted to confuse or silence my spiritual newborn experience. They were carrying the muzzle from the enemy and didn't even know they were being used.

These same tactics were employed by friends, co-workers, and even loving relationships I thought would grow into something special. But here's the truth today, I pray will encourage all those in the body of Christ.

You see beloved, what the unbelieving world, your family, friends, and yes, even religious, false teaching denominations don’t understand, is that they face a massive problem with trying to muzzle true servants of God.

Did you hear me? I'll repeat myself again. You face a huge uphill losing battle when trying to muzzle a true servant of God. Today's message should strengthen and encourage every Holy Spirit filled church today.

Listen beloved, they can muzzle a dog. They can muzzle an ox. But they cannot muzzle a raging fire. Do I need to repeat that last sentence into your receptive mind? How do you think haters of the gospel and Christianity deal with a raging fire?

Have you noticed how many raging fires have burned throughout our land and caused permanent change to the landscape in California and other states recently? Many northern states couldn't keep out the Canada smoke that recently happened.

All these fires were eventually contained. But they left a trail of devastating pain and visual memories that can last for years. But notice how there is a huge effort for those who are trying to put out another kind of fire.

As we (born-again believers) look into the living, breathing, word of God, we know what the Bible says about God Almighty. Before we jump right into our scriptural text, let's show the lost world what they are up against.

Those unbelieving, muzzle carrying, fire disruptor, attacking Christianity folks, can read this, along with followers of Jesus what God’s word says about his nature. And yes, it is natural. Please read these words into your spirit, family, or study group.


27} "And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

28} Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 29} For our God is a consuming fire." (Hebrews 12:27-29 KJV).

True Christians will one day receive a kingdom that cannot be shaken by unbelievers or those who hate Jesus and what he stands for. So, believers are thankful and thus worship God in awe struck wonder.

The word "fire" (Hebrew êsh) is a supernatural fire. (greater and living than a natural fire). It is a burning "Holy Fire" that cannot be extinguished or muzzled by evil doers. (Deuteronomy 4:23-25; Exodus 24:15-18; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15).

Beloved, Moses, was a man of God, and came fearful and trembling in front of the Holy presence of the awesome Lord God! (Hebrews 12:21). But God keeps saying daily in 2026, "Drawn near, come closer."

God has built a living bridge from earth to heaven. Jesus is that bridge, High Priest, the mediator, that has come! He doesn't want us to stay at a distance. He wants us to know him. In Christ, we can draw near to this devouring fire.

A spouse doesn't get to know his or her mate by staying further away from them during their years of marriage. Their love for each other should burn continually. That love should never be muzzled by deceptive actions that hurt the marriage.

I love to see couples have a never-ending fire of compassion for each other. Especially, when God (A consuming fire, burns in the middle of it). That kind of marriage is never destroyed or muzzled by outside interference.

But God's consuming fire is a terrible rath to all who refuse to listen to him and reject him. But to his own, (born-again authentic believers) the church, he tells us to draw near, for he will do us no harm. (Jeremiah 29:11-13).

That same loving holy fire did harm Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego because of their obedience to God, and were not devoured by the fire king Nebuchadnezzar had them thrown into. (Daniel 3:16-28).

That same fire showed up in someone I just mentioned above. He carried the nickname, "The Weeping Prophet." Why? Because he wept constantly over the sins of Israel and the coming destruction of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah was a man under immense pressure. He faced public mockery, isolation, and physical abuse just for speaking God's truth. Know any ministries or individuals who are going through this today?

But in Jeremiah chapter 20, he reaches his breaking point. Defeated and exhausted, he decides to throw in the towel. It seems the speaking and witnessing muzzle applied against Jeremiah was taking a toll.

Eventually, Jeremiah tries to put a muzzle on his own mouth. He's had enough of the persecution, he'd rather have comfort. But something changed all of that. Please read into your spirit aloud the following verses.

7} "O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me.

8} For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily.

9} Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay." (Jeremiah 20:7-9 KJV).

Jeremiah discovered that God’s truth isn't just a set of ideas you can lock away. It is an uncontainable, supernatural wildfire. Wildfires need oxygen to burn. In Jeremiah's case, the spiritual fire of God cannot be muzzled.

Please read what King Solomon said in (1 Kings 8:27-29). This shows God cannot be permanently housed in a physical structure. This includes our bodily temple. If you are an authentic believer, you never want to hide Jesus.

The Apostle Paul made a similar statement in (Acts 17:24-25). Jesus told his followers to not hide their light under a bushel. Let's just take a look at his own words. Please read these powerful words of encouragement into your spirit.


14} "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15} Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

16} Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16 KJV). Jesus also spoke these powerful words.

32} "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. [33] But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 10:32-33 KJV).

When a person repents of their sins, and confesses Jesus as Lord, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in their body (temple). He was poured out on the Day of Pentecost. Please read these words into your spirit.

2} "And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3} And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them." (Acts 2:2-3 KJV).

John the Baptist equates the power of Jesus and how he will baptize his followers. Please read this spiritual fuel into your spirit to maintain that combustion you'll need to speak at just the right time. Matthew 10:19-20, 27-28).

11} "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:

12} Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." (Matthew 3:11-12 KJV).

So beloved, let me elaborate my point even deeper. What does fire need to burn powerfully? Oxygen, right? Your heart, mind, and mouth are that oxygen. When the Holy Spirit ignites your heart, the threats of this world lose their grip.

Do you realize that you cannot be an effective witness if you let culture dictate your volume? This morning church, we are pulling off the muzzles. We are stepping into our divine calling as voices for the Most High!

Because when God puts a fire in your bones, no critic, no culture, and no fear can shut it down. God's power and might encourage the shy and timid to stop burning embers inside that burn, but not enough for others to see.

Beloved, believe me when I tell you, those who personally knew me from youth until Jesus saved me at 22 years of age, saw how I was terrified to publicly speak anywhere. From grade school oral reports to girls, I always kept a muzzle on.

But once Jesus showed up, the Holy Spirit gave me just enough spiritual fuel that started burning inside just like Jeremiah. It makes me excited and wanting to start rejoicing with that song, “Go tell it on the mountain." 🎵


🗣📢 Last words: Here are my final practical points to help you never consider quenching the Holy Spirit by continuing to wear the muzzle of denying who you live for. Peter found out what it felt like after he denied Jesus. He faced:

📌 The pressure to put on the muzzle.
The world will always use intimidation, mockery, and social pressure to try to silence the truth about God. Like Jeremiah, and Peter, we may face moments where being quiet seem easier.

But standing in Jesus brings much more powerful results for you and the ears that hear you. See how it helped Peter later in (Acts 5:27-33). Remember beloved, the muzzle of the enemy usually looks like the fear of rejection or the desire for human approval.

📌 The fire that cannot be contained.
Jesus said he is the way, the truth, and the life. When something comes natural to you concerning speaking, it simply rolls off your tongue. You're not forced or coerced to confess who Christ is.

It's not like my older sister, when I was little, would put my arm behind my back and force me to say uncle. Of course, she couldn't do that today. (Lol). But truth and true faith is not passive, it is Holy Fire breathed outward.

When the word of God is alive in you, trying to suppress your witness will cause more internal agony than any external persecution ever could. (Acts 4:19-20).

God's presence in your life creates an internal compulsion to speak truth that completely overrides human restriction. People may put out the person, but they can’t snuff out the flame from the consuming fire of God (Mark 13:31).

📌 Step out as an unmuzzled witness
God did not call his church to be a secret society. He called us to be a city on a hill. Church, if you're going to be a voice for God, you must actively choose to reject fear, open your mouth, and speak with divine authority.

Boldness is not the absence of fear; it is the absolute refusal to let fear dictate your obedience to speak to the moral darkness in our society. God has given you the courage needed to stand against evil forces. (Ephesians 6:18-20).

My challenge to my brothers and sisters in Christ is to allow the specific moments below to become a natural occurrence as you follow the Lord daily. Remember beloved, it's not you alone speaking the truth. It's the Holy Spirit.

🔥 Identify your muzzle moments.
Pay close attention to when you feel the sudden urge to stay silent. Is it around certain coworkers? On social media? Recognize that hesitation as a spiritual cue to speak up rather than back down.

🔥 Pray for Open Doors and Open Mouths.
Don't wait for the perfect moment; pray for it. Every morning, ask God for one specific opportunity to share his love or truth, and explicitly ask him for the boldness to open your mouth when it happens.

🔥 Speak the name of Jesus explicitly.
It's easy to use safe, generic terms like "the universe" or "good vibes." This week, break the cultural muzzle by being direct. Share what Jesus did for you, how God answered a prayer, or how the Bible guided a tough decision.

🔥 Stand up for the silenced.
Being an unmuzzled witness means speaking truth to power. If you see someone being mistreated, gossiped about, or marginalized at work or school, use your voice to bring God’s justice, kindness, and defense into that space.

The church should never be muzzled because Jesus was never muzzled. God's true prophets in the Old Testament spoke his words to the people. Paul said, "Woe unto me if I don’t preach the gospel." (1 Corinthians 9:16).

Paul also stated he was not ashamed of the gospel. (Romans 1:15-16). "What is the gospel?" Good news, right? Why would you want to muzzle good news? We must Allow God's work to flourish, Amen?

Unlike Paul, Zechariah found himself muzzle for a period of time. With his first words, he began praising God. The last words Zechariah had spoken months before had been words of doubt. (Luke 1:11-23; 57-64).

Have you ever kept doubting God over, and over, and over, and over? Does it make you filled spiritually muzzled when it's time to trust and confess him to others?

God was going to do great things through Zechariah's son, John. After all the praise, there is no room for doubt. Doubt can eventually simmer and potentially smother a fire that wants to keep burning.

Church, the world is loud in its brokenness, and it is begging the church to stay quiet in its righteousness. The enemy wants nothing more than to see a generation of muzzled Christians walking through life like a church mouse.

Unbelievers are completely overjoyed to see God’s people muzzled with fire trapped in their bones and suffering in silence. But beloved church, you were not created to contain the wildfire of God; you were created to spread it.

This week, when you walk into your workplace, your school, or your neighborhood, you are going to face opportunities to stay silent. You will feel the tug of that leather strap trying to buckle across your mouth.

When that moment comes, remember Jeremiah. Remember the fire shut up in your bones. Shake off the fear of man. Open your mouth, be a witness, and let the fire rage. You cannot be muzzled, because the one who is in you cannot be silenced.


🛐 Here’s a prayer you can pray to restart the pilot flame in the furnace of your heart. "Heavenly Father, we thank you for the consuming fire of your Holy Spirit. Forgive us for the times we have allowed the fear of man to silence us.

Forgive us Lord, for cowardly waiting for the desire of their approval, or the pressures of culture to muzzle our witness. Lord, we ask right now that you would ignite a fresh, unquenchable fire inside our bones.

Give us a holy boldness like Jeremiah, like Peter, and like Paul. Let your truth burn so brightly within us that we simply cannot hold it back. Empower us to be your voice and your witnesses in a dark world.

Break every muzzle of fear today. Help us to walk in the Spirit of power and might. Help us to stand in the armor you provided for us. Help our tongues to be set ablaze with Pentecost fire, in Jesus' mighty name we pray, Amen."


❤ "If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."


📣 Help spread the word by sharing this web site and messages on your platform.


🙏 Please remember to pray for the people in Israel. They are God's people because of his covenant promises to them. (Genesis 12:1-3; Numbers 6:22-27; 24:8-9). ✝️



☎️ Please call and leave your prayer request or text at- 412-616-3572
