More than just a name

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank all the new members for joining "Try Jesus."

I would also like to welcome those in Minnesota, Illinois, Arizona, South Carolina, Montana, Mississippi, and Colorado. It is a pleasure to have you with us today. The Lord continues to expand his word!

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD."  (Psalm 122:1 KJV). The Lord is indescribable and uncontainable. We gather to seek him above all today. He is an amazing God!

Our Lord continues to pave the way for the righteous. Authentic born-again believers shall not be moved from his mighty guiding hand! The Lord is our rock and our salvation this morning! He is our defense against ungodliness.

How many of you have trusted what God’s word says about you since last week? How many of you found out that you are highly valuable to the Lord? Have you recognized the goodness of the Lord? (Psalm 27:13-14).

God continues to be the God of the living, not the God of the dead. God is life and there is no death associated with him in glory. God sent his Son to give us life, not just life, but new life, abundant life. (Ephesians 4:22-24).

If you or someone you know have asked Jesus to be their Lord and Savior, then all his holy angels and heaven rejoices. Praise God for his redemptive power! We serve a God who will never cease to save his people from their sins.

Let's welcome your only hope for eternal life. "Heavenly Father, thank you for once again proving yourself faithful in meeting all our needs. Not just our natural physical needs, but filling us with your Holy Spirit.

We thank you Lord for preserving our children from the indoctrinated traps they face each day when stepping out the door. Continue to help parents recapture the hearts of their children and lead them in righteousness.

Lord, help us to represent you this morning as living epistles. Lord, you have commissioned your church (Born-again believers) to be a light to this dark world. Please shine your light through every social media trap.

Jesus, cleanse your church so it can reflect you through communities, counties, cities, and states. Bring your purifying fire in our homes, to our employers, and in everything we do. We need your glorious light today. 

May our walk match our talk and glorify you, Oh Lord as we examine your word this morning. Holy Spirit, give us understanding hearts to receive the kind of truth that truly sets us free, in Jesus' name Amen."

I recall listening to one of Bill Cosby's comedic stories about children and their incapability to function correctly even when the directions were given on the level of their understanding, they still had a hard time following instructions.

He shared a hilarious moment about how mom's can get so upset with their children that they forget their names. "Come here, uh, buh, Roy, uh, Roquefort, uh, Rutabaga, "What is your name, boy?!" "And don't lie to me, 'cos you live here, and I'll find out who you are!"

"And because of my father, I thought my name was Jesus Christ." That's all it ever was, "'JEE-zus CHRIST!!" And my brother Russell thought his name was Damn it! "Well damn it, will you stop all that noise?!"

And "JEE-zus Christ, siddown!!" So, one day I'm out playing in the rain, my father said, "Damn it, will you get in here?" I said, "But Dad, I'm Jesus Christ!" (Smile). Has any name stuck with you over the years from a family member?

Have you tried to get rid of it, but it stuck with you like peanut butter and jelly? Believe me, growing up in my household, there were unpleasant names and nicknames we were constantly trying to rid ourselves of.

Many people embrace names or nicknames that have been given to them. They actually live up to the demands that may come with the meaning behind their given name. Can responsibility come behind a given name

Does your birth certificate name come with a definition? Are you accountable to your name? Have you lived up to that name? We know there are famous people with famous names. Sometimes their name becomes a hindrance.

Why? Because their name may have significant power and history behind it. Some individuals have been disowned because they muddied the famous history of prestigious family clans. Have you noticed how names and titles affect us today?

There are many groups and factions that are positioned throughout our country with titles and names that alienate others. It seems their objective is to demonize others who disagree with their agenda.

These groups form and cause the misinformed to gather in their own separate corners and sling insults at one another. These groups are mostly intolerant to hear a different perspective on any given subject matter.

In all the chaotic negative banter between different groups, one thing remains constant, they nearly always tear down society norms. They prefer mayhem over peace. They stir up low-informed individuals to their cause.

Now how does all this happen just from giving something a name or title to it? If I were to ask you, what do the letters KKK mean to you? And please don't answer strikeouts in a baseball game. (Smile).

There are names and titles that come with a reputation behind it. Many groups come with a stigma attached to what they stand for. They have an agenda to tear down and destroy what they disagree with.

I could take the time and research all the prominent names and groups  throughout our nation that are bent in destroying what God has given to those with the given name "Gentiles." Some have called this nation the most blessed nation on earth.

I tend to disagree. I think where the gospel originated from is the most blessed nation on the face of this earth. Wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. The gospel came out from the nation God gave his name to, "Israel."

17} "And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; 18} Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?" (Genesis 18:17-18 KJV).

This was the basis behind Abraham being called the friend of God. (2 Chronicles 20:5-9; Isaiah 41:8-10; James 2:21-23). He was allowed the high privilege of learning about God’s principles of dealing with other nations.

God is wonderful with handing out names and titles to his beloved friends and servants. He decided to give Abram the name Abraham. Please read the following verses into your spirit, family, or study group. (Genesis 17:2-9).

This was the most blessed nation on earth. This name change from Abram (meaning "exalted father") to Abraham ("father of many nations") symbolized this new relationship established between God and Abraham.

This loving covenant also included the renaming of his wife, (Sarai, to Sarah), and the command for circumcision for all males in his household as a symbol of the covenant. God chose Israel through Abraham because he wanted to.

Not necessarily because the people deserved it. For God in his word tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of his glory. (Romans 3:23-26; Deuteronomy 7:6-8; 9:4-6). God chose the Israelites to represent him.

They failed in doing so, and so they were judged for their disobedience. But today all God's people (Authentic born-again believers) that represent him share in this responsibility of sharing Jesus to a hostile dark world in 2026.

So, beloved as we examine the world's titles and names compared to how God uses these names, it is vastly different to the names groups live under in our nation. Remember earlier, "But dad, my names Jesus Christ!"

Yes, there may be humor from the child's point of understanding but using the Lord's name in vain as a perhaps curse word or using his name in that negative emotional tirade can bring confusion to the child's understanding of who Jesus really is. "Amen?"

There were other names, nicknames, which were given to some in the Bible. Not all of them pleasant to others. Jacobs’s name was changed to Israel. Why was it changed? Because Jacob had wrestled with God and prevailed. (Genesis 32:24-28).

Jacob's name means (supplanter, heel catcher. Jacob was, at times, considered a trickster. He was cunning in how he delt with his brother Esau. His name "Israel" means "one who strives with God and prevails."

This signified a new spiritual identity and strength. Having this life changing relationship with God indeed comes with a standard of living. It represents a
new divine purpose, a new beginning, or a deeper spiritual journey for that person

Another name in the Bible that took on a negative name after first having a potential positive name was Mephibosheth. He was Jonathan's son. His name was originally Merib-baal ("Contender of Baal").

Mephibosheth translated means "from mouth of shame." (2 Samuel 4:4). After Naomi's husband and son died, Naomi renamed herself "Mara." This Hebrew name Mara means (bitter). Naomi endured hardship, testing, and God's intervention.

The prophet Elisha was mocked by a group of youths who called him "Go up, baldy!" Go up, baldy!" This was a term of ridicule directed at him. No one likes to be name called. (2 Kings 2:23-24).

[Jesus gave the brothers James and John the nickname ("Sons of thunder). This name means Boanerges in Aramaic. While some biblical nicknames were positive (like Barnabas, "Son of Encouragement").]

King Ahab called the prophet Elijah a "troublemaker." Why? Because Elijah's prophecies and actions brought drought and distress upon the land. The Bible says God's people are blessed when facing verbal abuse. (Matthew 5:10-12).

Christians are to rejoice when facing persecutions from non-believers. We are to count it all joy when these trials bring negativity against us (James 1:2-4). Some of know the occupation if I mentioned the name Rahab.

If you read your Bible (Like I know TRY JESUS members should), you would attach the name prostitute with her. However, even with the horrible negative connotation remarks about her life, she was redeemed by God.

She was also placed in Jesus' lineage. She never allowed her past to ruin her future. Many individuals who led damaged unforgettable lifestyles, were made clean by the blood of Jesus.

The demoniac as we know him never had his named spoken about in scripture. He carried a reputation of being possessed by devils. He carried the cutting marks on his wrist. (Mark 5:1-5).

I have a friend who was involved in demonic lifestyle that involved getting horrible tattoos over his whole body. When he came to know Jesus, he had some tattoos removed, but decided to keep some as a reminder of what he was set free from.

What do you think of when you hear the name "Jezebel?" Do you think that's the number one name mother's give to the daughters when born? Probably not. Why? Because wicked queen Jezebel has become a universally negative name

Ever since I first read about her in the Bible, she was described as a manipulative or immoral woman. Can you build a God given character on top of a murderous one? Of course. But not without a sincere willingness to repent.

Jezebel had massacred many of God's prophets. If not for Obadiah hiding 100 prophets in a cave, Jezebel may have killed more prophets who were true to the Lord. This places true authentic believers in the position of being special disciples in God's plan for their lives.

Here's one requirement we live under in our relationship with God. Please read these passages aloud into your spirit and ask God to help you walk in his standard of holiness. Christians are forever striving to emulate Jesus.

"Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God." (Leviticus 20:7 KJV).

15} But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16} Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy." (1 Peter 1:15-16 KJV). (Also read verses 13-14).

10} "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

11} But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12} For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." (Galatians 1:10-12 KJV).

27} "Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

28} And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.

29} For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 30} Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me." (Philippians 1:27-30 KJV).

27} "To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

28} Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

29} Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily" (Colossians 1:27-29 KJV).


18} "And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.

19} Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 20} And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.

21} Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

22} And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions." (Mark 10:18-22 KJV). Please read the Beatitudes of Jesus in your devotion time. (Matthew chapters 5-7).

Please also read (Colossians 3:1-17; Ephesians 4:1-7; 11-32; Romans 12:1-2). Where does the church fit in when true authentic believers walk in holiness unto the Lord? What responsibility does the church have in God's holy standards?

Paul had much to say about the standard of Christian living in the body of Christ when they congregate together. The principles instructed by the Apostle Paul involved living righteously through the Holy Spirit.


🗣📢 Last words: Many churches today quench the power of the Spirit through "Bylaws, denominationalism, traditions (man-made), legalism, rules outside of Christ doctrine, and rules that hurt the sheep. The church should never emulate the world.

Here are practical steps the church should follow through the Spirit’s leading.

A) Identity in Christ. The church should embrace their Christlikeness in all affairs of the church. Follow God's word as leaders follow their Savior. (1 Corinthians 11:1). Keep integrity in front of you.

B) Imitate Jesus not only with the body but (During services), but outside the body (When not being at church). Follow Jesus' example of loving others as Jesus loves us. (Titus 2:12-14).

C) Live by the Spirit. Always be guided by the Spirit’s character. Be filled by the Spirit. Seek after the vision God has for your church. Stay under his anointed work. Walk in his light. (Galatians 5:22-26; Ephesians 5:15-20; Romans 8:13-14).

If you are living under the name of all names, your practical living involves worship, sacrifice, diligent work, love and forgiveness, setting goals by the Holy Spirit’s guidance, prayer and thankfulness, and being free indeed.

The church functions that take place should always be done as unto the Lord. Everything being done is done for the purpose of honoring the Lord. We are his sheep and follow his voice. Religion and self-righteousness walk in blindness

"And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; [24] Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ." (Colossians 3:23-24 KJV).

"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2 KJV).

13} "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

14} For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil." (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 KJV).

So, what do you believe God’s standard of living is? How should the body (His church) of Christ conduct itself if Jesus is the head of it? Do you believe it's important for Christians to have integrity in their lives?

What should be the Christians manner of conversation sound like? Can your name, character and integrity be different from your relationship with Jesus? Can you or your church become and receive the name of "Ichabod?"

What is the meaning of Ichabod? In (1 Samuel 4:21) Phinehas's wife names her newborn son Ichabod, meaning "The Glory has departed from Israel," This verse signifies the departure of God's presence from Israel due to sin.

Can a church be effective if sin is running rampant through it? I'm not speaking about blowing it and seeking forgiveness through repentance. I'm speaking of blatant disregard of what the Holy Spirit is wanting to do.

We must listen to God, our everlasting Guide. He is trustworthy and true, and you’ll never lose your way. Depend on Jesus, our source of salvation. The Holy Spirit is our spiritual road map. He will help us navigate confusing paths.

Times of trial serve to sift true Christians from false or fair-weather Christians. When our nation sinks deep in darkness, and our states plunge into demonic mayhem, we (the body) walk in the only light that can bring deliverance.

The Lord will always guide us in times of peace and rest and in times of great tribulation and persecution. (Isaiah 58:8-12; Psalm 19:7-10; 119:105; John 8:12; 2 Peter 1:19-21; 1 John 1:6-7; Revelation 21:23-27).

One day God will bring all his faithful people together. Those who are authentic born-again believers don't have to fear because,

1) God is with us (“I am with you”). (Isaiah 41:10; Jeremiah 1:19; Matthew 28:20).

2) God has established a relationship with us (“I am your God”). (Ezekiel 34:30-31; Exodus 14:13-14).

3) God gives us assurance of his strength, help, and victory over sin and death. (1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Romans 6:11-17; 8:12-13, 35-39; 1 John 3:7-8).
So let’s tell ourselves the truth. Are you ready? Is your heart ready?

Ask yourself, does Jesus Christ live inside me because I’ve received him by faith? If he doesn’t, will I receive him now as my Lord and Savior? If he does, can anyone tell the difference between my life and the life of someone lost?

Can people see the difference in your relationship with God? Finally, don’t leave your thoughts without answering this one, "What am I going to do about it today?" When people jostle and persecute you, does Jesus spill out of you.

[Paul insisted that Christian profession must be evidenced by Christian conduct. When they passed the test, they would realize that Paul, their Christian father, passed the test as well. Their true conversion was their testimony]

We hear the word "Fake" a lot in our nation today. Are you afraid to stand up for Jesus? Does having his name attached to yours trouble you? Have you examined yourself lately? Do you boldly speak up for Jesus?

If Jesus were your twin, how would you closely be like him? Would people be able to tell the difference between the two of you? Do you really love Jesus or is he just a curse word to use when you are angry? (Ephesians 5:1-2).

🎵 I have a maker, he formed my heart.
Before even time began, my life was in his hands. He knows my name. He knows my every thought. He sees each tear that falls. And hears me when I call.


🛐 Here’s a prayer you can pray to emulate Jesus. "Heavenly Father, thank you for today's transforming message. Lord, I've failed so many times that people question my relationship with you. Renew me Lord as you did Peter.

As you restored Peter, please help me to rest in your grace and mercies that are new every morning so that I can be strengthened in service to the King of Kings and Lord of Lord's.

Thank you for not only saving me from my sins but saving me for a purpose and Kingdom mission, to love deeply, walk humbly, and boldly proclaim your name and truth to others. Help me to run the race set before me.

When you changed my life, you gave me a new name, which is awaiting me in your glorious home that you prepared for me. Help me this year to live a life motivated by glorifying only you. Remind me to fix my eyes upon you.

Lord, teach me to abide in your Word, and link arms with those in the body of Christ (Church) and be of one spirit with them. Those you place in my life, may we learn how to walk in Christlikeness together. In Jesus’ name, Amen."


❤ "If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."


📣 Help spread the word by sharing this web site and messages on your platform.


🙏 Please remember to pray for the people in Israel. They are God's people because of his covenant promises to them. (Genesis 12:1-3; Numbers 6:22-27; 24:8-9). ✝️



☎️ Prayer Line- Text line- 412-616-3572

