Thirsty enough to live

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank all the new members for joining "Try Jesus."

I would also like to welcome those in Nevada, California, Massachusetts, South Carolina, Kentucky, Iowa and Michigan. It is a pleasure to have you with us today. The Lord continues to expand his word!

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD."  (Psalm 122:1 KJV). The Lord is indescribable and uncontainable. We gather to seek him above all today. He is an amazing God!

Our Lord continues to pave the way for the righteous. Authentic born-again believers shall not be moved from his mighty guiding hand! The Lord is our rock and our salvation this morning! He is our defense against ungodliness.

How many of you started your day on the new living diet since last week's message? Many today are trying to watch their caloric intake as the holiday feast are fast approaching.

But in feasting on Jesus, we don't have to watch our waistline anymore. People in heaven do not have a weight or wait problem any longer. God is beyond amazing for our eternal soul! Keep filling up on Jesus! Hallelujah!

Let's pray. "Heavenly Father, thank you, for blessing us with your amazing presence. Thank you, Lord, for being our all in all. Thank you for meeting our every need and for being our strong and mighty tower of safety and security.

Lord, again, as we open your word today, we ask that you would silence every voice but your own. The winds of life are loud, and the voices around us are unrelenting, but we look to you, our ultimate great shepherd.

As was last week's prayer, Lord, you are the only Savior who mends the brokenhearted. Holy Spirit, please tug on curious hearts this morning. Father, cause those with the measure of faith they have, to cry out for your help.

Lord Jesus, thank you for guiding visitors to this digital doorstep today. May your deep peace quiet any stress, anxiety, noise, or worry in their heart right now. Lord, open eyes to see your great love, in Jesus’ name, Amen."

Have you seen the new AI robots that are being produced today? I saw these robots on a track field running in sprint events. They were running just as humans ran. I think one of them ran faster than Usain Bolt's record time.

I think some of the robots tripped and fell. But What an amazing internal technology that is before us! Still, we should not be so overly impressed by these amazing things of nuts and bolts.

We are an amazing work of art ourselves. The human body is an extraordinary network of biological engineering, featuring intricate beauty. We are fearfully and wonderfully made with no changing of parts.

Being that I'm no anatomist, physiologist, physician, or yes, doctor, I'm having to look up these wonderful parts of our created anatomy. From our brain and nervous system to our perfectly placed organs, we are unique.

From our eyes, inner ear and spinal balance to our bone-in feet to stand on a foundation, and skin structure, we are no accident or blobs of evolution tissue. And yet, because of small three letter word called sin, we are fragile.

We need someone to rescue us from this broken world that has left us looking like cracked pottery. But from the very beginning before that three-letter word brought brokenness, a four-letter word had already conquered it.

The problem was, when the four-letter word showed up, nobody recognized him. And seeing him, they didn't receive him. But some eventually saw this glory wrapped in flesh. (John 1:10-17; 25-33; 3:16-17). And the fix for us was here.

These beautiful complex amazing broken lives were able to be renewed. Today, we don't fix things that break, we throw it to the landfill. This mentality starts from the womb to the tomb.

But I'm here to tell you this morning there are a pair of hands waiting to place you on his spiritual surgical table, having all you need to fix you for eternity. He's just waiting for you to give the consent.

When you call on this physician, he has the spiritual Cadillac life health benefits you need, superior to what the world offers. Please allow me to make this comparison. Imagine walking into a sprawling, modern oasis in the middle of a scorching desert.

The heat is oppressive, radiating off the sand at 110 degrees. Your throat is parched, your lips are cracked, and your energy is entirely spent. You finally reach the gates of this grand estate, and inside, you see magnificent, state-of-the-art water features.

You know what you're searching for. There are beautifully engineered fountains dancing in the sun, misting systems cooling the air, and pristine, crystal-clear swimming pools stretching out before you. It looks spectacular.

But as you draw closer, you notice something strange about the people gathered there. They are standing around the fountains, admiring the architecture. They are studying the filtration systems.

They are taking photos of the splashing waves. Yet, their lips are blistered, their skin is pale, and they are collapsing from heat stroke. They are surrounded by billions of gallons of water, but they aren't drinking a single drop.

They are dying of thirst in the presence of an abundance of water. This is how we miss the only true source of our existence. Did you know the make human body is composed of approximately 60% water?

And still today, we spend our entire lives trying to dig wells in a desert, wondering why our buckets keep coming up dry, while the creator of the oceans is standing right next to us offering a river that never runs dry.

This is our third in a series (if you would call it that) about receiving all of Jesus that he offers to us. And even though our bodies are made up of approximately well over 50% water, we still find ourselves thirsting.

Let's turn to our main text in today's message. And with every message that comes to us, we always open God's word and read our main text aloud into our spirit, family, and study group (if available).

37} "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38} He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

39} (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified)." (John 7:37-39 KJV).

Everything you read above is the exact spiritual tragedy taking place in (John 37-38). Jesus stood up on the greatest day of the Feast of Tabernacles, a festival centered entirely around celebrating water.

The priest had spent seven days pouring out water at the altar while the crowds watched the ceremony. God always provides for us, even when our lives are seemingly in the wilderness. There is not a need Jesus can't provide.

And just like the story above illustrated, these people are standing with spiritually cracked lips, pale dead skin, and collapsing. (Revelation 20:10-15; 21:8). They are surrounded by religious rituals, beautiful traditions, and symbolic water.

And even with all the symbolic stuff the Israelites had, their souls were completely dehydrated. You see beloved, Jesus cuts through the noise of the pageantry and shouts a revolutionary invitation.

I've shared this story before about a church leader who stopped me on the stairs of the church one day and asked me to pray for her. I waited a moment and asked her what she needed prayer for.

It's always good to have someone openly say what their need is. "Cast all your care on him, for he cares for you." She told me she felt dry on the inside, like she was walking through a desert.

She had been praying, leading a class, faithfully giving, but the problem wasn't at church, it was at home. You cannot be in order at church if your home is in disorder away from it. I won't go into the cause, but it certainly left her dry.

The Bible will direct us at times to examine ourselves to see where our relationship is with the Lord, so our prayers may not be hindered. Many people are just looking at the water. "If anyone thirst, let him come to me and drink."

In the Old Testament, The Lord gave water to the Israelites when they were walking through the desert to Mount Sinai (Exodus 17:1-6). It may be noted that Moses was instructed to strike the rock (17:6) in contrast to (Numbers 20:8).

The people of Israel had no staying power of trusting God to provide for them. If not for the faith of Moses, Joshua, Aaron, and Hur, Israel would have lost their battle with Amalek. (Exodus 17:8-14).

God never leads his people anywhere to abandon them. The theme of coming to the Lord if you are thirsty runs throughout the Bible. The same offer is demonstrated with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:13-14).

7} "There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 8} (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

9} Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

10} Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

11} The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?

12} Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 13} Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

14} But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

15} The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw." (John 4:7-15 KJV). Notice again, how the woman at the well compares to the beginning imaginative story I shared earlier.

She had the creator of the water, (who even walked on it) standing right next to her at the well. And in her renewed understanding after hearing the living water offered, she left the bucket of water she came for.

And still today, many people are thirsting for vices they think will quench their daily living. Did you know there is nothing to drink in hell? Yes, there is a lake of fire, but it cannot quench the fires that burn.

The only way our thirst for life can be relieved, is by the word of God. His word cleanses us from the dry dead old ways of sin. (Hebrews 13:12; John 17:17; Titus 3:5). When our sins are washed away, we gain eternal life with all its treasures.

You can see this washing example in the book of Ezekiel. This is an internal washing and filling. Please read these words into your spirit if you are tired of the sinful "Pig-Pen" way of life, who was famous for being perpetually covered in dust in dirt.

23} "And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.

24} For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.

25} Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.

26} A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

27} And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them." (Ezekiel 36:23-27 KJV).

Anytime you see the word "regeneration," it is making reference to the inward work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit removes the "Pig-Pin" internal undrinkable water the world offers us. The Spirit brings the "new birth."

God wants us to come to him so his Spirit can satisfy us. (Revelation 22:17; Matthew 3:11-12; 2 Kings 2:19-22; Psalm 105:40-41). When we turn to the Lord in repentance, our thirst is directed towards him.


🗣📢 Last words: Today, you can have your sins washed away, receive a new heart for God, and have the Spirit within you. Have you stubbornly resisted his love and leading? The Holy Spirit can make you tender and receptive to him.

No one likes to drink dirty water. Clean Water is vital to regulate body temperature, flush toxins, and keep organs functioning. You can only live approximately two months without water.

Why try to patch up your old life when you can have a new one? Although it's an alcohol commercial, the words "Stay thirsty my friends" is better suited towards Jesus than the liver. How about a drink from him?

Let's look at today's recap of our main text.

A) The condition for the river:

We should acknowledge our dehydration. Why so? Because you cannot receive the satisfaction of Christ until you admit the emptiness of the world. The invitation is exclusively for anyone who thirst.

In a culture of digital intoxication, we try to numb our spiritual thirst with social media validation, career ambition, consumerism, (Holidays are coming), and relationship dependencies. We mistake being busy for being full.

We must stop pretending we are fine and admit that our souls are spiritually dehydrated. (Jeremiah 2:13; Isaiah 55:1-7). Admitting that we are thirsty is the essential first step, but simply acknowledging your dehydration won't save your life.

You have to know where to go to find relief. Which leads us to the source of the stream.


B) The connection to the River:

Drinking from the true source. Jesus does not point to a system, a ritual, or a set of rules; He points entirely to himself. To "drink" means to actively place your personal trust, reliance, and faith in Jesus alone.

Going to church, knowing theology, or living a moral life is like standing next to the fountain without drinking. Believing in Jesus isn't just intellectual agreement; it is an active internalization. It means running to him daily through prayer.

It means abiding in his word and relying on his grace instead of your own performance. Did you grasp that? Let go and let God! (John 4:14; Psalm 42:1-2). Stop trying to dig your own wells and truly drink from the Savior.

When you drink from him, something supernatural happens. The water doesn't just pool up inside you to keep you comfortable; it transforms you into a distribution center for a thirsty world.


C) The consequences of the river:

From internal satisfaction to outward overflow. The Holy Spirit does not just fill a believer to a point of static containment; he creates a dynamic, continuous overflow. Living water flows out of your innermost being to impact others.

A true authentic born-again believing Christian who is truly filled with the Holy Spirit cannot remain self-absorbed. The joy, peace, grace, and truth you receive from Jesus should naturally spill over into your family, and your workplace.

It moves the church from their four walled comfort zone, out into the community. You then become a refreshing presence in a toxic, dry environment, bringing life wherever you go. (Acts 1:8; Galatians 5:22-23).

Beloved, Jesus is the only one for you, your household, your community, who makes streams flow in the wilderness of life. His water never runs dry for the thirsty of heart. Let me repeat that. His spiritual water never runs dry.

"Stop surviving on the stale droplets of this world's approval. The Invitation still stands tonight: Step out of the desert of your own strength, come to the Source, and let the river run through you. Drink, Drink, Drink!"


🛐 Here’s a prayer you can pray to satisfy that thirst. "Heavenly Father, thank you for today's message. Sometimes the well in my life runs on empty. It seems the dry well follows me through church, prayer, and programs.

But Lord, you are more important than all the works I could do in a lifetime. Jesus, you alone are the creator of the streams and the sustainer of my soul. I come before you today, acknowledging of my heart apart from you.

Forgive me (us) Lord, the times I (we) have tried to quench our eternal thirst with temporary things. Forgive me Lord, for digging broken cisterns that leave me empty, exhausted, and dry. Lord, I hear your invitation echoing today.

I hear your prompt response moving across the centuries today. I confess my thirst for you right now. I'm tired of playing fake church. I want to know you in a real way. Right now, by faith, I come to you and I drink!

Open my heart completely to the cleansing, refreshing, life-giving power of your presence. Holy Spirit, fill me to overflowing. Do not let me be stagnant pools of religion, but make me rushing rivers of your love, joy, and grace.

Let my life be a refreshing spring to every parched soul I encounter this week. Lord, I'm stepping out of the desert and into your abundance today. In the mighty, matchless name of Jesus Christ I pray, Amen."


❤ "If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."


📣 Help spread the word by sharing this web site and messages on your platform.


🙏 Please remember to pray for the people in Israel. They are God's people because of his covenant promises to them. (Genesis 12:1-3; Numbers 6:22-27; 24:8-9). ✝️



☎️ Please call and leave your prayer request or text at- 412-616-3572
