BASIC BELIEFS ABOUT WHO GOD IS
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As you pray to God, know that God is just and holy, and he will
he already knows what you need. judge all people; however, God is
God knows all things—he is patient and slow to carry out his
omniscient. God knows the past, righteous judgment. God waits
the present, and the future. God patiently for his people to repent
knows our hearts. He knows what and come back to him. God

we think, say, and do. Nothing sent his only Son, Jesus, to atone
is a surprise to God. Nothing for our sins and appease that
catches him off guard. Whereas judgment and condemnation.
God knows all things, humans Now, God waits patiently for
have a limited knowledge. Our people to turn to Christ in
knowledge is limited by our faith: “And he passed in front of
condition as creatures. “Nothing Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD,
in all creation is hidden from the LORD, the compassionate
God’s sight. Everything is and gracious God, slow to
uncovered and laid bare before anger, abounding in love and
the eyes of him to whom we must faithfulness” (Ex. 34:6; Ps. 86:15;
give account” (Heb. 4:13; 1 Sam. 2:3; Jonah 4:2; 2 Peter 3:8-9).

Ps. 139:1-6; 147:5; 1 John 3:20).

* In what way does God’s * Read the Parable of the Lost
knowledge of every Son (Luke 15:11-31). This
person and every situation parable illustrates God’s love
comfort you? and patience for the lost.

* How does knowing that * Which son do you most
God knows everything identify with and why?

about you—that you can’t * What are some ways you

hide from God—help you

can exercise the attribute of

. .
grow closer to him? patience?
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God is faithful. In our relationships,
we're afraid to become vulnerable
and allow someone to take
advantage of us. However, God is
faithful to his word. He’ll do just as
he said. He'll never take advantage
of us. We can trust that God will
be faithfully good to us, show
mercy and forgiveness to us, and
do justice in the world. When we
are in trouble, we can completely
rely on God’s promises, because
God is faithful: “Praise be to the
LORD, who has given rest to his
people Israel just as he promised.
Not one word has failed of all the
good promises he gave through his
servant Moses” (2 Kings 8:36;
Deut. 7:9; Ps. 57:10; 1 Thess. 5:24).

* How has God shown his
faithfulness in your life
despite your failures?

* How have you responded
to God’s faithfulness?

Finally, it is important to
remember that God is spirit. It
means, first, that God does not
have a body. When the Bible
speaks of God’s face, hands, or
any “body language,” it is using
comparison with our bodies that
we can understand and relate

to. It also means that God is the
source of all life. Whereas God is
spirit, humans have both a spirit
and a body. “God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in the
Spirit and truth” (John 4:24; 1:18;
Acts 17:24; 2 Cor. 3:17;

1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16).

* How does creation point you
toward the invisible God?

* How has the physical human
being, Jesus Christ, helped you
develop your relationship with
God, who is spirit?
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JESUS: A MODEL OF GOD'S ATTRIBUTES

God is spirit. We can discern some of his attributes in nature—for example, his power
in the storms, his goodness in the bounty of the earth, his love in the loving actions of
people around us. We also know about God’s attributes through the Scriptures.

The book of Hebrews teaches us that “In the past God spoke to our ancestors

through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom
also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word” (Heb. 1:1-3).
Jesus models the attributes of God, especially the communicable attributes (see page 8).

* Jesus showed his love for all people (Luke 7:47; Mark 10:21). His love is
especially clear in his sacrifice: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our

brothers and sisters” (1 John 3:16).

* Jesus demonstrated a life without sin (Heb. 4:15)—he was holy. His sacrifice
on our behalf was perfect and sufficient because: “Such a high priest truly

meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners,
exalted above the heavens” (Heb. 7:26).

* Throughout his ministry, Jesus showed compassion and mercy: for the
multitude (Matt. 9:36), for the unfortunate (Matt. 20:34), for Jerusalem
(Matt. 23:37), for the leper (Mark 1:41).

* Jesus s faithful. He promised to be with us always (Matt. 28:20), and we
can rest knowing that “the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and
protect you from the evil one” (2 Thess. 3:3). For this reason, we can be

“confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).
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